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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MARKET. 

_ The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
zPepartment of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
~ Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette” :— 

“© . ag, On the whole, the state of the labour market has still further 

* “Yproved during the month, and the percentage of unemployed 

_ in unions making returns has slightly declined. 

Tn the 87 trade uniong, with an aggregate memberchip of 
393,001, making returns, 20,540 (or 5°2 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of August, compared with 5°3 per cent. in 
July, and 7°7 per cent, in the 53 unions making returns for 
August 1894. 

Coal Mining.—The average number of days worked in August 
by 929 pits from which returns have been received, and at which 
233,649 workpeople were employed, was 4°71 per week as 
compared with 4°53 in July. | 

Tron Mining.—At 110 iron mines and open works, employing 
12,927 persons, the average number of days worked in August 
was 5°54 per week, as against 5°61 in July. 

In the Pig Iron Industry the 109 employers making returns 
had 301 furnaces in blast at the end of August, as compared with 
293 in the previous month. The number of persons employed 
shows an increase of 434, the figures for the two periods being 
respectively 19,711 and 19,277. 

Returns received from 164 employers show that at*their Stce/ 
and Tinplate Works, Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills, the 
number of workpeople employed at the end of August was 
55,104, as compared with 52,565 a year ago. At 31 tinplate 
works 148 mills were in operation at the end of the month, as 
against 131 at the end of July, and 156 at the end of August 
1894, 
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The Engineering and kindred trades have continued to improve 
during the month, the percentage of unemployed union members 
having fallen from 5°6 in July to 54 in August, compsred with 
97 in August 1894, 

The Shipbuilding trades show a slight improvement, the per- 
centage of members in unions making returns having fallen from 
12°0 in July to 11:8 in August, compared with 18°8 in August 
1894. 

The Building trades continue well employed, and the per- 
centage of unemployed members of unions making returns has 
fallen from 2°4 in July to 1°8 in August, compared with 3°4 in 
August 1894. 

The Furnishing and Wood-working trades have improved to 
some extent, the percentage of unemployed union members having 
fallen from 3°0 in July to 2°7 in August, compared with 4°8 in 
August 1894. 

he Printing, Bookbinding, and Paper trades have not been so 
well employed, with the result that the percentage of unemployed 
union members has risen from 4°0 in July to 6°5 in August, 
compared with 75 in August 1894, 
“The ready-made Clothing trade has, on the whole, somewhat 
improved, but the bespoke trade is quiet as a rule. 

The Boot and Shoe trade remains quiet, short time being 
worked in some of the more important centres, 

The Leather trades are fairly busy, and the percentage of 
unemployed in unions making returns has fallen from 3:1 in July 
to 2°4 in August. 

In the Cotton trade the spinning branch continues to be 
irregularly employed, and in the weaving branch a number of 
looms are still idle. 

Employment in both the Woollen and Worsted trades is very 
good. The Hosiery trade has improved. The Sik trade 
continues to be fairly well employed. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information received respecting 301 mills, employing about 
56,500 women and girls, shows that 86 per cent. were in mills 
giving full employment (as compared with 85 per cent. in July), 
10 per cent. in mills giving only partial employment or running 
short time, while 4 per cent. (as compared with 1 per cent. in 
July) were unemployed through the closure of mills during the 
whole or part of the month. 

The number of Seamen shipped at the principal ports as the 
crews of foreign-going vessels was 2°4 per cent. more than in 
August 1894. 

Trade Disputes——The number of fresh disputes occurring in 
August was 52 as compared with 49 in July and 86 in August 
1894. The most important of these was the strike of textile 
factory operatives at Dundee and Lochee for an advance in 
wage?, involving about 32,000 workpeople. Fifteen disputes 
took place in the mining industry, 12 in the textile trades, 6 in 
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the metal trades, 5 in the building trades, 3 in the shipbuild- 
ing trades, 2 in the clothing trades, and 9 in the miscellaneous 
group of industries. In 43 of the 52 disputes 42,681 persons 
were involved, an average of 990 persons per dispute, as compared 
with 346 in the previous month. 

Eighteen old disputes, affecting 4,802 workpeople, were settled 
during August, and at the end of the month it was known that 
17 new and 22 old disputes, involving altogether nearly 6,700 
workpeople, were still unsettled. 

Changes in Wages and Hours of Labour—The number of work- 
people affected by changes in wages reported during August was 
only 9,750 (of which number 8,500 received increases), 28 com- 
pared with 114,500 in July and 18,500 in the corresponding 
month of last year. The increases affect 2,500 tinplate workers 
in South Wales, over 3,000 jute and linen workers at Dundee, 
Blairgowrie, and Alyth, and 1,800 building operatives. The only 
important decrease affected 1,000 operatives engaged in the 
hosiery trade at Leicester. 

The hours of labour of 700 persons were reported to have been 
reduced, but there was one case, affecting 40 men, of reversion 
from the 8 to the 12 hours’ day. 


NoricE TO SHIPOWNERS, 


Stevedoring at Trieste, 


Notice has been received at the Board of Trade to the effect 
that the practice recently arose of entering a clause on the charter 
arty of every ship leaving the United Kingdom for the port of 
MTrieste, under which the owners are obliged to employ the 
charterer’s stevedores at that port, at a rate usually fixed at 8d, 
per ton, but sometimes amounting to 1s., whereas if the masters 
were permitted to make their own arrangements upon arrival the 
same work could be done for about 5}d., 5d., and in certain cases 
even for much less. 

It is doubtful if owners in England are, as a rule, aware of 
this, though as things stand they are at a distinct disadvantage 
as compared with shipowners of other nations, and the question is 
one in which large sums of money are at times concerned. 

As an example, a steamer, it is stated, recently arrived with 
the clause upon her charter party that the stevedoring was to be 
done at Trieste by the charterer’s stevelores “at the current 
rates,” which were charged ut 9¢. per ton for loading with a 

eneral cargo, whereas for foreign ships the rate charged would 

ve been about 6d. In loading, say 2,000 tons, there would thus 
be a difference of no less than 25/. against the British vessel for 
fe only, which would not have been incurred by a foreign 
ship. 
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OFFIcIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLeR Act. 
Boiler Explosion at Beestones Mill Stainland. 


A formal investigation was held at Halifax on the 29th and 
30th August, into the circumstances attending the explosion of a 
boiler at the Beestones Mill, Stainland, near Halifax, on the 23rd 
May last, whereby five persons were killed and two were injured. 

The boiler, which was made in or about the year 1862, was 
purchased with the premises by the present owner in 1886. In 
the following year leakage was discovered near the blow-off pipe, 
and a boiler-maker was called in. He. examined, repaired, and 
tested the boiler, which was then, in his opinion, in fair condition 
for a working pressure of from 25 to 30 lbs. per square inch. 

From this time to 1892 the boiler was used for warming the 
mill, and it was then connected to an engine which was used 
independently of or auxiliary to water-power as circunistances 
required, the pressure to which the safety-valve was loaded being 
about 30 lbs. per square inch by the steam-gauge. 

In 1892 a new block was required for a stand-pipe for the 
safety-valve, and a boiler-maker, whilst engaged in fitting this 
block, observed that the flue of the boiler and the interior of the 
shell were very much corroded. He alleged that he then informed 
the owner that the boiler was not fit to work. ~ 

From October 1894 to April 1895 the boiler was used to 
warm the mill. In May it was required for driving the ma- 
chinery, and on the 23rd steam was got up for that purpose. 
About 1.30 p.m., when the pressure was about 30 Ibs. per square 
inch by the steam-gauge, the boiler exploded. The boiler-house 
was wrecked, the mill was extensively damaged, bricks and parts 
of the boiler were hurled in all directions, five women were killed, 
and a woman and child were injured. 

A coroner’s inquest was held touching the death of the five 
women, and the jury returned a verdict of manslaughter against 
the owner, who was subsequently committed by the magistrates 
for trial at the Leeds assizes. He was tried, and the jury 
acquitted him. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the shell- 
plates of the boiler having become co reduced by internal and 
external corrosion as to be unable to withstand the pressure to 
which it was subjected, nor was it fit to withstand any useful 
steam-pressure, as it was completely worn out. 

They found that from 1864 to 1887 the boiler had never been 
examined by any competent person, and that the owner had 
worked it for a period of at least eight years without “any 
examination. 

The Court were cf opinion that there was a strong doubt as to 
the accuracy of the conversation alleged to have taken place 
between the boiler-maker and the owner in 1892, and whilst they 
considered that the former stated that which he honestly believed 
to be true, they found that the latter was not guilty of such 
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grossly culpable negligence as to use the boiler after he had been 
told that it was not fit to work. 

The Court were of opinion that the owner had not taken proper 
measures to ensure that the boiler was being worked under safe 
conditions, and that he was very seriously to blame for the 
explosion. 

In dealing with the question of costs the Court observed that 
the owner had suffered great loss by reason of the explosion, that 
claims had been made against him under the Employer’s Liability 
Act amounting to 7001, that he had incurred serious expense in 
being represented at the inquest, in defending himself before the 
magistrates and at the Leeds assizes, and taking these circum- 
stances into consideration they only ordered him to pay the sum 
of 15/, towards the cost and expenses of this investigation. 


Boiler Explosion, Longton, Staffordshire. 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Longton, 
Staffordshire, on the 2nd and 3rd instant, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler at Longton on the 20th May 
last, whereby one person was killed and another was injured. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was made in 1882. In 
1890 a firm of brewers took a lease of the premises upon which 
the boiler stood, and they took it, with machinery and other 
fixtures, at a valuation. Part of the premises with the boiler and 
machinery was sublet to a carter, who used it for supplying steam 
to an engine which drove a chaff cutter. 

Neither the brewers nor the carter caused the boiler to be 
examined, and the latter continued to use it until in 1894 it 
leaked. It was then examined by a fitter, who condemned the 
firebox, informing the carter that it would cost:more to repair the 
firebox than to supply a new one. 

The carter then consulted a person whom he had reason to 
believe was a competent boiler maker. This person undertook to 
repair the firebox, and did so, completing his repairs in December 
1894, The boiler again leaked in May last, and this person was 
called in. He put some bran, soda, and other materials into the 
boiler, and stopped the leak, Within a few days the boiler 

he Court found that the explosion was due to the plates of 
the fixebox having become so wasted by corrosion as to be unable 
to withstand any useful working pressure. 

They were of opinion that the boiler should have been examined 
by a competent person when the brewers took possession of it, 
and that the carter should have had it periodically examined 
between 1890 and 1894; but they exonerated them from blame. 

The Court found that the carter was justified in calling in the 

rson who held himself out as a boiler maker, and in entrusting 

im with repairs; but that this person was ignorant and incom- 
petent ; that it was a reckless proceeding on his part to hold 
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himself out as a boiler maker; that he had aggravated the weak- 
ness of the firebox by the unskilful manner in which he had 
repaired it, and that he was to blame for the explosion. 

The Court ordered this person to pay 10 towards the costs 
and expenses of the investigation. 


Boarp oF TRADE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY, 


The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to 
Mr. Christian Holst, master of the s.s. “ Olaf,’ of Copenhagen, in 
recognition of his kindness and humanity to the shipwrecked crew 
of the ss. “ Louise H.,” of Newcastle, which foundered in the 
North Sea on the 23rd June last. 

The Board have also awarded a silver medal and a sum of 2/, 
to Hans Torgensen, a seaman of the “ Olaf,” in recognition of his 
gallantry in rescuing the third engineer of the “Louise H,” who 
had been washed overboard. 


TENDERS FOR Evectric RAILwAys IS VIENNA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a copy 
and translation of a notice issued by the Municipality of Vienna, 
calling for tenders for plans, construction, and working of a 
network of electric railways in and round that city. The tenders 
must be sent in before the 14th of November next. The notice 
may be seen at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office, S.W., between the hours of 11 and 6. 


InsPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have, during 
the month of August 1895, passed the examination provided 
for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 
1889 :— 

Moody, Andrew - - Dunbar. 
Tennant, James - - Wigtown (Burgh). 


PrincipaL CONTENTS OF THE “LABOUR GAZETTE” FOR 
SEPTEMBER. 


State of Employment, general. State of the Coal Mining 
{ndustry in August. State of the Iron Mining Industry in 
August. State of Employment at Steel and Tinplate Works, 
Puddling Furnaces, and Rolling Mills in August. State of the 


Pig Iron Industry in August, &c., &c. 
To be obtained of any newsagent, or of the printers, Messrs. 


Veale, Chifferiel, and Co., Ltd., 31-37, Cursitor Street, London, 
E.C. Price 1d. 


Sept. 1895.] IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM, 251 


IIl--IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 
| 


| With reference to previous notifications in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” the following statement of the quantity of hay imported 
into the United Kingdom from each country during the month 
of August and the eight months ended 31st August 1895, together 
with the corresponding figures for 1894, has been prepared 
from particulars supplied to the Board of Trade by Her Majesty’s 


| 


Customs :— 
Eight months ended 
| Month of August Sist August 
Countries. | on 
{ 
1895. 1894. | 1895. | 1894. 
{ 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons 
Russia, North = - - - 15 619 105 | 27,528 
» South - | 997 
Norway - 46 190 | 439 2,791 
Denmark - - - . 784 834 1,307 | 4,231 
Germany - - - - 538 21 | 1,091 | 1,848 
Holland 2,631 679 9,676 10,578 
Belgium - 790 403 | 1,024 2,597 
France - 1,599 604 7,888 | 8,284 
Spain - - | | 364 
Italy - | | 125 
Turkey, European - - | 476 
» Asiatic - - | | 542 
Algeria - - - 1,607 395 | 5,826 | 1,416 
Cape of Good Hope . -| — —- | — | 1 | 
Victoria - 3 | 10 | 3 | 
New South Wales = | 4{,— 
New Zealand - - 1 22 
Canada - - - - 3,620 8,824 | 18,858 | 20,804 
Newfoundland - - | | 23 | 
United States of America = 4,191 11,749 82,247 136,139 | 
Chile - 5 | 17 4,070 
Uruguay - - | 2) 
Argentine Republic - - | 235 54 | 1,131 | 727 | 
Total - = - | 16057 | 18,880 | 74,071 | 218,564 


| The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in 1893 amounted to 263,050 tons, and in 1894 to 254,214 tons, 


| 

| 
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III.—AGRICULTURAL RETURNS OF GREAT 
BRITAIN, 1895. 


The following preliminary statement, compiled from the 
returns collected on the 4th June 1895, showing the increase or 
decrease on the returns for the years 1894 and 1893 respectively, 
was issued by the Board of Agriculture on the 29th August :— 


A.—1895 compared with 1894. 


| In- | De || In- 
Crops and Live Stock. | 1895. | 1894, | cesase.| crease, || evense. | crease. 
| Per Per 
Acres. Acres. | Acres.| Acres. Cent. | Cent. 
Wheat -| 1,417,641 | 1,927,962 || — 510,321 26°5 
Barley - -| 2,166,279 | 2,095,771 | 70,508 3°4 
Oats - 8995; 3,253,401 | 42,504 1°3 -- 
Hay, Clover,and Rotation Grasses| 2,303,431 | 2,121,904 | 181,527 - 8°6 _ 
ent Pasture -| 4,760,889 | 4859442) — 91,553 
Hops - - 58,940 59,535 595 1°0 
| Per Per 
: No. No. || No. No. Cent. | Cent. 
Cows and heifersin milkorincalf| 2,485,820 2,460,086 | 25,734 10 
Other cattle:—2 yearsand above | 1,431,525/ 1,516,672 | — 85,147 5°6 
1 year and under 2 1,217,145 26,77 2°2 
underlyear -| 1,246,623) 1,153,210 | 93,413 
TOTAL OF CATTLE - - 6,354,336 | 6,347,113 | 7,223 
Ewes kept for breeding - 9,663,129/ 9,668,002, — 4,873 || — 
Other sheep:—1 year and above-| 6,334,386 | 6,342,730 — 8,344 || — 
under 1 year 9,794,680 9,850,768 56,088 — 0°6 
ToTAL OF SHEEP - - | 25,792,195 | 25,861,500 || — 69,305 | — 03 
Sows kept for breeding - - 415,210 351,119 || 64,091 _ 18°3 -- 
Other pas - - | 2,469,221 | 2,038,907 || 430,814 21°1 
ToTAL OF Pigs - - - 2,884,431 2,390,026 | 494,405 - 20°7 _- 
B.—1895 compared with 1893. 
In- | De- In- De- 
Crops and Live Stock. 1895. 1893. | crease. crease. |! crease. | crease. 
| Per Ver 
: cres. Acres. \, Acres. Acres. Cent. | Cent. 
“Wheat - - - 1,417,641 1,897,524 || — 479, — 25 
Barley - - -| 2,166, 2,075,097 | 91,182 — || 
Oats - - - | 3,295,905 | 3,171,756 || 124,149 | 39 
541,217 527,821 || 13,396 |. — 2°5 
Hay, Clover, and Rotation Grasses} 2,303,481 2,047,008 | 256,423 — 
- =| 4,760,889 4,270,480 || 490,409 — | 
Ds = 58, 57,566 |) 1976) — |} 24 — 
Li 
» Per Per 
No. No No. No. | Cent. | Cent. 
Cows and heifers in milk orincalf} 2,485,820, 2,554,624 | — 68,804 | — 2°7 
Other cattle:—2 years and above | 1,431,525 | 1,580,242 148,717 9°4 
lyearandunder2); 1,190,368 1,354,523 || — 164,155 || — 12°1 
underlyear 623 1,211,287 || 35,336 - 
Toran or Carmir - -| 6854336 6,700676 | — | 346340) — | 
| 
Ewes kept for breeding - 9,663,129 10,128,676 547 || 4°6 
Other year and above - { 6,911,063 || — 576,677 8°3 
underlyear 9,794,680 | 10,240,595 — 445,915 | 4°4 
ToTaL OF SHEEP - 25,792,195 | 27,280,334 | — | 1,488,139) — 5°5 
Sows kept for breeding 2 415,210 | 308,722 | 106,488 _- 34°5 _ 
Other - | 2,469,221 1,804,808 || 664,413 36°8 
oF Pies - | 2,884,431 2,113,530 | 770,901 | 36°5 
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1V.—AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY IN RUSSIA. 


The British Vice-Consul at Sevastopol makes the following 
interesting observations respecting the market for agricultural 
machinery in Russia :— 

On account of the scarcity and high price of farm labourers, 
the sale of agricultural machines is each year increasing, and in 
1894 much larger sales of such goods were effected in the Crimea 
than in foregoing years. The agent of an English and an 
American firm sold machines to the value of 50,000/. in the 
Crimea in 1894, amongst which were 500 binders and 60 pairs 
of —— machines and driving engines, and in all over 600 
agricultural machines. 

The demand is very large, but the purchase of such machines b 
the farmers, already much ground down by the low price whic 
they actually get for their grain, and the heavy burdens on land, 
is rendered still further difficult by the very high import duties, 
varying from 74 to 30 per cent. of the original cost of the imple- 
ment, and by the enormous prices which they are charged by the 
sellers of the machines in Russia, who make a very handsome 
profit on the sale of each article. 

English and American machines have the best reputation, and 
are obtained by those who can afford to pay a high price, but 
their costliness puts them out of the reach of many. German 
machines are bought by those who cannot afford English, or 
who invest in cheap bargains. Russian-made machines are found 
unsatisfactory. 

Several district councils (Zemstvos) are now importing agri- 
cultural implements themselves, to save the middleman’s charges, 
the implements to be sold on credit to the farmers; but the 
terms on which they are allowed to lend money to farmers for 
the purchase of implements exact the repayment of the money 
within three years, which is not found a good arrangement, as the 
time that it takes to earn back the cost of an implement differs. 
For example, a plough can pay itself back in less than three 
years, whereas a portable engine would take double that time, so 
that the buyer would have to borrow after three years to repay 
the rest of the purchase-money. 

Strong representations are now being made to the Russian 
Government on this subject, and also with a view to the large dimi- 
nution or total removal of the import duty on agricultural ma- 
chinery, as it is pointed out that these duties benefit only a very 
small number of manufacturers, whilst causing large loss to the 
many million agriculturists; and, further, that these duties are 
highest on those articles which are not produced at all, or hardly at 
all, in Russia, and lowest on those which are made in some quantity, 
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so that the present duties are not even well arranged for the Russian 
manufacturers for whose benefit they are imposed ; and it is hoped 
that the Government, which is known to be paying much attention 
at present to the pitiable condition of the rural population, will 
shortly make other arrangements, in which case a wide field will 
be cpened to English agricultural machine manufacturers. 

The German farm implements sell better amongst the less 
educated farmers, as, in addition to their being much cheaper, they 
are got up to attract the eye, with a picture painted on them, or 
something of the sort, whereas the English manufacturer puts on 
a coat of red paint, and leaves the machine to sell itself on its 
merits ; these, however, require to be known to induce buyers to 
pay a higher price than for a German article, which looks the 
same or better and is much cheaper—(No. 1615, Foreign Office 
Annual Series.) 


| 
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V.—COMMERCIAL RELATIONS BETWEEN 
GERMANY AND THE UNITED STATES, 


The recent endeavours made by Germany to extend its com- 
merce with the United States have attracted much attention in 
France, more particularly the appointment of a Commercial 
agent, who has been attached to the German Consulate-General at. 
Chicago. This appointment, says the “Journal des Debats,” is 
the first outcome of the Chicago Exhibition, and the gentleman 
who has been appointed (chiefly at the instance of the German 
Consul-General at Chicago), Herr Haller, formerly an inspector of 
mines and factories, has already given proof of his activity. The 
appointment was made, it is stated, in order to afford facilities to 
the business houses and manufacturers in Germany to form con- 
nections and to extend their business in the United States. To 
this end Herr Haller has been instructed to keep his countrymen 
informed as to the conditions of the markets and of commerce, 
and to draw their attention to fresh openings for trade; and he is 
at the same time commissioned to draw the attention of the com- 
mercial houses in America to the advantages of trade with Ger- 
many. The official title which has been given to Herr Haller is 
that of commercial and technical attaché, and that gentleman 
states that, even in the first year of his appointment, he has been 
able to enter into personal relations with more than 800 firms, 
manufacturers, and associations, some of them German and some 
of them American, with a view of offering the productions of bis 
country. He has made every endeavour to submit personally the 
catalogues and samples which have been sent him to America, and 
he lays much stress on the desirability of thus creating personal 
relations in the chief cities of the States amongst those likely to 
deal in German goods. He states that these personal relation- 
ships are of the utmost importance there, and that personal 
confidence is before all things desirable, and will carry the day 
against all the old-fashioned methods that obtain in Europe, and 
that there is no doubt but that this question is really of the 
greatest importance to any house which is thinking of sending 
out a representative or of appointing a local agent. 

Herr Haller also has been instructed to enlighten his country- 
men on the commercial and industrial situation generally, and 
also with regard to any particular branch which may be of 
interest to them, to point out to them and recommend reliable 
agents, to furnish information as to the commercial standing and 
reputation of certain firms, as to the methods and processes in 
use, as to the interpretation of the tariff, as to the return of 
Customs deposits, and the best routes for forwarding goods. He 
has also to draw attention to the best way of procuring raw 
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materials, as to new articles (“notions”), and as to new 
inventions. 

The information which he may collect on these points will be 
digested and drawn up in a series of reports, which will deal with 
various industries, and these reports will be circulated in Germany, 
amongst the chambers of commerce and other associations, for 
the information of the members. Herr Haller desires to form 
in Germany groups of merchants in various districts, who might 
export on a joint-stock principle the articles of commerce made 
in that district on a larger scale than would otherwise be 
possible. 

In the year 1893-94 the United States imported from Germany 
goods of the value of 14,500,000/. From the United Kingdom in 
that year the imports were of the value of 22,400,000/7., and from 
France of the value of 9,900,000/. The opening up of the 
American market is at present a great object with the Germans, 
and large as their trade already is with that country, Herr Haller 
has pointed out to his countrymen a whole series of articles in 
which a considerably extended trade could be done—such as 
cotton goods, cotton lace and embroideries, si!ks, ribbons, linen, 
porcelain, needles, &c. The activity of Germany in this direction 
is attracting considerable attention in England and in France, and 
no doubt both these countries will make strenuous efforts to main- 
tain their position therein. Herr Haller early in the year 1895 
visited Germany. He held aseries of conferences in that country, 
with the object of laying before those whom it might concern the 
reeults of his observations and his suggestions. These suggestions, 
as to the best methods of developing trade with the United 
States, are interesting and worthy of attention. The principal 
points which he makes are as follows:—The effect produced by 
the Chicago Exhibition, he says, was great, but it was not lasting. 
The exhibition was unfortunately held at the time of monetary 

ic and crisis in 1893, and though no doubt it was of the nature 

of a colossal advertisement it is necessary to supplement it and 
to keep up the effect produced by 2 series of subsequent efforts. 
Going through the German Section of that exhibition it was easy 
to observe, Herr Haller says, how little is known in Europe of 
the wants, the habits and the requirements of those with whom 
it is desired totrade. Ignorance and prejudice were to be remarked 
everywhere. Instead of trying to impose his own will, the 
merchant ought to study the requirements of his customers, even 
though those requirements may seem to him to be absurd. It is 
ale important that he should study the procedure, the habits, 
manners, and customs of the business men with whom he has to 
do. The best agents for the sale of goods are not those who 
make voyages even at regular intervals to the country, but rather 
those who have passed years of their life there, and have occupied 
sitions of trust. One great advantage the English have over 
a and that is, their exemption from military service and 
the fact that generally they finish their education early and embark 
at once in business affairs. It is quite an error to think that it 
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is possible to sell things to the Americans at a very high price, 
and to get from them a larger profit than it would be possible to 
et athome. The American will only buy what he wants, and what 
e cannot find in his own country. In providing goods for the 
American market it is necessary to consider the influences of the 
climate, and this is particularly of importance in the case of such 
articles as pianos, furniture, all articles made of wood, and even 
such small articles as opera-glasses, which, above all things, should 
not be made of horn. The Americans have a decided predilection 
for all articles solidly and even massively made; on the other 
hand, they do not like things of a loud or gaudy colour. In this 
connection Herr Haller has much to say in favour of French 
artists and decorators, whose taste seems to please the Americans 
much more than that of the Germans. On the other side of the 
Atlantic they are more exacting in the matter of chirurgical 
and scientific instruments than they are here, for whereas in 
Europe it is considered sufficient that these instruments should be 
simply varnished, in America they must be plated or nickeled. 


The American lives much at home, and his furniture and 
surroundings are more handy, and in some cases more luxurious 
than is usually the case in Europe. The dearness of labour 
causes all articles which economise time and trouble to be much 
sought after, even for household purposes. 

There is a good opening in the United States for all enamelled 
goods such as baths, and articles for sanitary household juses. As 
regards machines of all sorts the Americans lay store on things 
which work rapidly and produce their result quickly, rather than on 
their durability ; they have a horror of things which want constant 
repair and which easily get out of order. It is above all things 
desirable to have in hand a good supp!y of the necessary pieces 
to execute repairs. 


All estimates and circulars quoting prices current must be 
drawn up in the weights, measures, and moneys of the country, 
which can be easily understood by the purchasers, and in this 
respect it may be noted that the English have a considerable 
advantage over others, as the weights and measures, although not 
the moneys, in use in the United States are the same, or very 
nearly the same, as those in use in the United Kingdom. 


The German commercial attaché, who makes a particular point 
that small things should not be neglected, says that all correspond- 
ence and circulars, in order to be clear, should be type-written. 
He also states that the Americans are very particular about being 
served rapidly, and says that they are pitiless if the contract is 
not executed up to date. Herr Haller recommends that, as far as 
possible, depéts for goods should be established in the United 
States, so that orders may be at once executed on the spot. In 
making offers it is necessary to remember three things—(1) that. 
the lowest price of the article should be stated, including cost of 
package ; (2) that the cost of transport, including insurance money, 
to an American port should be given; (3) that the weight of each 
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package should be stated, in order to allow of calculation being made 
as to approximate cost of transport in America. 

A most important point is the choice of an agent in the States 
who knows the country and the habits, and possesses those 
manners which inspire confidence. Such an agent alone will be 
in a position to keep his principals informed as to the condition of 
the markets, and of the variations of the fashions. In order to 
avoid litigation it is always best to have a contract drawn up 
with the agent in writing, due allowance being made for the 
dearness of living in the United States, and the remuneration 
being on a fair and liberal scale. 

Whoever does business with the States must be aware that the 
original outlay in order to obtain a footing in the country will be 
considerable. In the old days to obtain a footing in New York 
was sufficient to command the trade of the country, but at the 
present time the growing importance of Chicago, as regards the 
trade of the West must be takea into consideration, whilst the 
South also is in some measure becoming equally independent in 
a commercial sense. 

»The Americans themselves have given others quite recently an 
object lesson. as to how to create a trade in a far-off country, 
Messrs. Fraser and Chalmers, the well-known manufacturers of ma- 
chinery in Chicago, recognising the growing and future importance 
of the mining industry in South Africa and the opening it afforded, 
have established an agency out there on an admirable basis, with 
a. technical department, and workshops in order to execute 
repairs, and a depét for their machinery. They did this at a 
time when no one in Germany even thought of sending a com- 
mercial traveller to the. Transvaal. By means of their agency 
Messrs. Fraser and Chalmers are able to keep up with every fresh 
move. No sooner does a project for opening up a new mine 
appear than they send their representative with offers of service, 
who draws up elaborate plans and estimates, and if they obtain 
the order they at once set to work to erect the machinery, and if 
desired they will work it too. 

Herr Haller strongly recommends the establishment of com- 
mercial museums for samples, of the kind which now exists at 
Stuttgart, but he makes a great point that these museums should 
be established and worked on a really practical and commercial 


basis. 


It may possibly appear to some that the advice given by Herr 
Haller to his countrymen is vague and even commonplace, but it 
should be borne in mind that there is in these commercial 
questions no formula or royal road leading to success. It is only 
by a series of continuous efforts and by paying the strictest 
attention to small details that a nation can hope to build up, in 
these days of competition, a new trade for itself in a foreign 
country and distance its commercial rivals, 
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VI—THE NANTES SARDINE FISHERY, 


According to a report* of Cavalier Vassia, director of the 
Italian Commercial Agency at Nantes, dated 25th June last, the 
sardine has made its appearance at the mouths of the Loire. All 
along the litoral from Olonne to Douarnenez, peering by Saint 
Gilles, Ile d’Yeu, Le Croisic, Turballe, Belleisle, Etel, Port Louis, 
Concarneau, and Audierne, ordinary fishing boats, the chaloupes 
of Brittany, and the skiffs of La Vendée prepare with their long 
sardine nets to sweep the sea from June to Wivimhes at some 
leagues’ distance from the banks. The habits of the sardine have 
been much studied at various times, but apparently in vain, and 
of the secrets of its essentially oceanic life still little or nothing is 
known. 

Besides the great winter sardine, known as the “ sardine de 
derive,” it is known that large masses of the other specie (“sar- 
dine de rogue”) quit the deep seas and draw near to the coasts 
from the first weeks of May. It appears that they come from 
the south, since they are sighted in the shallows of Olonne earl 
in May, and then successively along the coast, about the 15th or 
30th May at Le Croisic, the 5th and 6th June at Audierne, and 
the 15th June at Douarnenez. South-westerly winds hasten their 
arrival, which a northerly wind will retard. 

The period of spawning and the early months of their existence 
are passed in regions of the Atlantic away from solar influence, 
and also safe from sudden destruction by man. Mariners meet 
with immense shoals of sardines in mid-ocean, but cannot account 
for their sudden appearance or disappearance. In the deep seas 
the sardine is safe. It can freely grow and multiply, eventually 
becoming one of the inexhaustible resources offered us by the 
great ocean. 

In the last ten years the fishermen have been complaining, not 
of the decreasing quantity of the fish, but of the increasing 
difficulty of taking them, The sardine does not allow itself to be 
caught as it once did; and, besides, the expenses of the fishing 
increase considerably from year to year. ; 

The salted hard roe of the cod, which is generally used as bait, 
comes chiefly from Norway. The average price of this is from 
55 to 60 francs for a barrel of 130 kilogs. The hard roe of the 
mackerel costs sometimes 70 francs the barrel. As a large 
quantity is required, experiments have been made with a view to 
the substitution of some less expensive substance. 

Some fishermen use bran, which costs almost nothing ; others 
use “gueldre,” which is a mixture of fish spawn and crushed 
shell fish. But if these cost less, they are not so efficacious, 
and there are many drawbacks to their use. ' 

Manufacturers of preserved fish do not, unless obliged, buy 
fish caught by these means, because they do not preserve well 


* « Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” July 1895. 
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Oleaginous seeds are also used as bait, and a paste formed of 
boned sardines mixed with various farinaceous substances ; 
but none are so good as the real hard roe, and this absorbs the 
greater part of the fishermen’s profits. 
Generally speaking the fishermen are not proprietors of the 
boats, which more often belong to the manufacturers. | 
In La Vendée a sardine chaloupe, fully rigged and with a 
dozen nets, costs from 2,000 to 2,500 francs (80/. to 1002). 
In Brittany, where the fishery is on a larger scale, and the 
boats carry a greater number of nets, the cost reaches 4,000 
francs (160/.). 
Ten years ago the produot of the fishery was better than at 
the present time. 
_ In La Vendée the industry does not seem to have been long 
/ established, but in Brit:any, on the other hand, it dates from 
centuries ago. At Ile d’ Yeu the commencement of the fishery 
dates from 1867, the year in which the first manufactory was 
established. At Noirmoutier the date is more recent, but in 
Brittany documents of the 17th and even 16th century make 
mention of the sardine and its fishery. Only a small quantity of 
sardines are sold fresh in comparison with the amount sei aside 
to be preserved in oil. ‘The mode of preparation is everywhere 
the same, but special apparatus are in use in some of the 
manufactories. 

The sardine, after being washed in sea-water, salted and beheaded, 
is first immersed in vats of brine and then dried, either on a 
special kind of grating exposed to the sun or in an oven. The 
fish thus dried is then thrown into the boiling oil, cooked, and, 
when it is cold, packed in tin boxes, which are manufactured 
during the winter at the place itself by tin workers belonging to 
the factory. The boxes are filled with olive oil by hand and then 
hermetically closed by gas or coal. 

Test by ebullition follows. The boxes of sardines are placed 
in a boiler of boiling water, to prevent fermentation and at the 
same time to test the closure. If a box is not convex when 
drawn out of the water, it means that there is a defect in the 
closure, and if, when cooled, it remains convex, it is also a proof of 
its imperfection. The perfect boxes are finally labelled, packed 
in sawdust and ready for export. 

When the sardine proper is scarce, it is replaced by a little 
fish, which has many points of resemblance but is much inferior in 
quality, and is known in France as the qillet (Anglice, sprat), 
This fish was most abundant this year in the estuary of the 
Seine, between Havre and Honfleur, whence it was despatched in 
large quantities to Concarneau and Douarnenez, at which places 
it is treated like a sardine and sold as such by unscrupulous 
merchants, who are also beginning to make use of heterogeneous 

oils other than olive, and hence the diminution in the price 
| offered for olive oil, which some merchants wish to obtain at a 
ridiculously low price. 
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V11L—THE TRADE OF BULGARIA FOR 1894.* 


The trade returns of Bulgaria for the year 1894 show imports 
to the value of 3,969,166/, and exports to the value of 2,918,025/. 
An increase under the first head, as compared with the past year, 
of about 330,000/.; and a decrease under the secoud head of 
about 740,000/. 

This large diminution in the export trade is evidently to be 
attributed to a poor harvest and low agricultural prices. 232,000 
tons less grain were exported in 1894 than in 1893, with a diminu- 
tion in the value of the grain export of 750,000/, while the effect 
of low prices is illustrated by the fact that while in 1894, 
33,500 more tons of grain were exported than in 1892, the value 
of these exports was about 73,0007 less in 1894 than in 1892. 

Great Britain still maintains the second place in the export 
trade, while Turkey continues to be the chief importer from 
Bulgaria. The value of the export trade to Turkey amounted in 
1894 to over 1,000,000, of which more than half was accounted 
for by grain. The number of live-stock exported was 860,596 as 
against 762,529 in 1893, an increase of 98,067, but the value was 
less by about 15,0002. 

Germany has, during the last two or three years, become an 
active customer in the Bulgarian market, and has largely increased 
her imports from this country. 

The timber export trade does not appear to make much 
progress. It is reported that some endeavours will shortly be 
made to develop this industry, and to turn to account the forest 
of Bulgaria. 

The increase both in quantity and value cf the import trade 
has been in some quarters attributed to the laying in of large 
stocks by importers in view of the new excise law. The classes of 
articles affected by the new excise law would be chiefly found 
among (1) colonial goods; (2) oils, candles, &c.; (3) wine, beer, 
spirits ; (4) mineral oils; (5) preserves; and (6) perfumery. The 
value of imports in these articles exceeded that of 1893 by about _ 
163,000/. There was also an increase of nearly 100,000/. in the 
value of the textile imports ; an increase which does not appear 
to have benefited British trade in those articles, as British exports 
to Bulgaria under that head suffered a slight diminution. 

Great Britain, as has been stated, is the second among the im- 

orting countries, but her trade appears to be somewhat stationary. 
The following table shows the movement of trade during the last 


* Report of Sir A. Nicolson, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General at Sofia. 
88601. B 
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four years from the four countries doing the chief import trade 
with Bulgaria :— 


Value of Imports into Bulgaria. 
Countries. 
1891. 1892. 1893. 1894, 
£ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom 7 639,793 717,185 804,855 806,929 
Austria-Hungary - 1,359,708 1,124,107 1,300,634 1,404,231 
Germany - - 196,670 331,185 482,402 483,862 
T urkey - ~ - 400,373 409,329 400,578 511,436 


Austria- Hungary and Germany have no doubt greater 
advantages owing to their proximity, to the activity they display 
in pushing their trade by means of travellers and commercial 
museums, to the readiness their manufacturers show to meet the 
tastes of the market, and possibly also to the facilities accorded by 
long credit. On the other hand, the low marine freights now 
prevailing should, in the case of heavy goods, counterbalance 
the advantages of propinquity. For example, an order for 
ceveral thousand tons of rails for the Sofia-Roman Railway was 
given to a British firm, the competitors being unable to under-bid 
the successful tender, whose low terms were rendered possible by 
the exceedingly low rates of freight. Vessels can bring out such 
goods as ballast and return with grain, and perhaps this advan- 

will not be forgotten when the orders consequent on th 
intended railway extension are eventually placed out. 

British exporters would do well to state their terms in the 
currency of the country. French currency would equally serve 
the purpose; and it would also be of advantage if the circulars 
and trade advertisements which were forwarded to Bulgaria were 
translated into French or German. By so doing, and by giving 
the weights and measurements in foreign equivalents, the articles 
for which it may be desired to find a market in Bulgaria would 
— to the notice of a larger public. 

n textiles British trade appears to have somewhat lost ground 
last year, while the imports of these goods from Austria and 
Germany are increasing rapidly, especially those from the latter 
country. 

In British imports there were also diminutions in metals and 
metalware, timber, furniture, and in fuel. 

Turkish imports into Bulgaria continue to increase, though 
it is difficult to say what proportion of these imports are purely 
Turkish goods, and what have come from other countries and 
merely passed through Turkey Nearly every group of articles 
shows an increase, especially wine and spirits. The Roumanian 
trade seems steadily progressing, as also that of Russia, Belgium, 
and Italy. 

A law has been passed during the last session with the object 
of encouraging the development of industries, but it is yet too 
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early to judge whether it will produce the desired results, At 
present there are 198 industrial establishments existing in Bul- 
garia, including 84 flour mills (steam, petroleum, or water), 
22 breweries, 15 spinning factories, and 10 factories for the 
manufacture of “ chayak” (Bulgarian cloth). 

With regard to Eastern Roumelia, the unsatisfactory prospects 
for trade of the previous year have become no brighter during 
1894. In the opinion of the mercantile community, without 
exception things are now much worse, and thers is every 
indication of a serious crisis being imminent. The wealth of the 
country depending almost entirely on its cereals, the extremely 
low prices which the latter have fetched for some time past in the 
markets of Europe have led to a considerable decrease in the 
purchasing power of the inhabitants, and trade must eventually 
suffer in proportion. 

The slight increase in the export of native cloth and braid, the 
produce of the factories of Slivno, Karlovo, and Kezanlik is it is 
stated satisfactory as far as it goes, but the industry cannot be 
said to be in a very flourishing condition. Within Bulgaria the 
competition of Austrian ready-made clothes is too strong under 
present conditions for the better qualities of native cloth. 

With regard to the silk industry, the crop of cocoons was not a 
good one, and the amount exported was little more than half that 
of the previous year. The cocoons went to France and Italy iu 
about equal proportions, but the business done with the former 
country did not prove remunerative, and is likely to diminish in 
future. 

Up to the present year the distribution of silkworms’ eggs in 
this district was practically the monopoly of a single firm 
favoured by the Government, but a new system has now been 
introduced by which all eggs produced according to Pasteur’s 
method are admitted after passing the inspection of experts at 
the Ministry of Commerce. The results of the competition have 
been immediately noticeable in a fall of prices, and the amount 
of worms reared this year will considerably exceed that of 1894. 

The development of this industry is at present limited by the 
supply of mulberry leaves for the food of the worma, but many 
trees are being planted, and the cultivation of the silkworm 
should assume considerable proportions in the near future. 

Otto of roses is another important article in the industry and 
trade of Bulgaria, The crop of 1894 was a good average one of 
about 2,000 kilos.; France, Germany, the United States, and 
Great Britain were the principal buytrs. 

The adulteration to which otto of roses has always been sub- 
jected seems scarcely to have been checked by the prohibition 
imposed by the Government on the importation into Bulgaria of 
the adulterating medium, essence of geranium. Indeed, the 
quantity ef otto which reaches the European markets in a pure 
state must be very small. Last summer the British Chamber of 
Commerce at Constantinople sent a delegate to Kezanlik, the 
principal otto-producing centre, with a view to procuring an 
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absolutely pure sample to serve as a standard for purposes of 
comparison. This gentleman, however, was obliged to return 
empty-handed, for he ascertained that though the otto may not 
be tampered with after reaching the merchants’ hands, there is no 
means of ensuring that the peasant whose stock the latter buys 
up has not already adulterated it. Supervision during distillation 
is no guarantee, for the ingenious peasant is in the habit of 
sprinkling essence of geranium over the freshly-gathered roses 
before distillation in order to increase the yield. Conyelation at 
a certain temperature, which is principally relied on as a test of 
purity, is quite fallacious. It appears that the cultivation of the 
Kezanlik rose has been started at Broussa in Asia Minor by 
Mussulman refugees from the district of Bourgas in East 
Roumelia, 

The need of a good harbour on the Bulgarian littoral 
of the Black Sea has been long felt; Varna in North Bulgaria 
and Bourgas in East Roumelia are the two principal ports ; the 
harbour works at Bourgas are proceeding extremely slowly. A 
beginning has been made, but little more. The delay is generally 
attributed to lack of funds. 

The contract for the Varna harbour works has been adjudicated 
to a group of Bulgarians at the price of 276,000, but the 
opinion of experts is that the undertaking cannot be satisfac- 
torily carried out at that cost, and that either the contractors 
will lose money, or else that scamped work will have to be passed. 
The probability is, therefore, that the construction of the 
harbour will, in the end, cost considerably more than if the 
contract had been given at the outset, even at an enhanced 
price, to some experienced engineering firm of good standing 
with a reputation to lose. ; 

The operations were to have commenced this spring, but up 
to the present not even the first shovelful of earth has been 
removed, nor are any of the necessary appliances on the spot, 
and the rate of progress of similar harbour works at the neigh- 
bouring port of Bourgas is not calculated to inspire sanguine 
hopes as to the speedy and successful completion of the Varna 
undertaking. 

In conclusion it must be said that the great need in«,this 
country is capital. There is no moneyed class ; and naturally 
knowledge and experience are as yet lacking in the higher 
branches of industrial enterprise. Nevertheless, it should not be 
forgotten that Bulgaria has,had but very few years of indepen- 
dent political existence, and that several of these few years have 
not passed by in uninterrupted peace and tranquillity. It is 
owing to the strong good sense, economy, and perseverance of 
her people that within so short a period and in difficult 
circumstances she has been able to make a progress which gives 
promise for the future. 


Sept. 1895,] THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF URUGUAY. 265 


VUIL—THE ECONOMIC CONDITION OF URUGUAY.* 


Her Majesty’s Consul at Montevideo states that no official 
statistics on the commerce and trade of Uruguay are published 
at anything near the date to which they refer; in fact, they are 
always 12 months in arrear. The official “ Annuaire” giving 
the statistics for the year 1893 has only seen the light in the 
month of January of this present year. The figures giver, 
therefore, for the year 1894 are not official ones, but the Consul 
says they may be relied upon as correct, as they have been 
obtained from trustworthy sources. 

Although it cannot be said that trade has been as brisk as was 
anticipated at the beginning of the year under review, yet an 
increase may be observed both in the import and export trade of 
the country. Commerce has suffered very seriously from the 
exaggerated and stringent quarantine system so persistently 
reverted to on the slightest excuse by the sanitary authorities, 
and which, if continued, will end by driving away a good deal of 
trade and commerce from Uruguay. 

The year 1894 has been, to a certain extent, a prosperous one, 
even when compared with some of the best years of commercial 
movement that the country has as yet recorded. 

Nevertheless, it is urged that this prosperity has not been felt 
directly in the various branches of business, and as a reason for 
this itis stated that in the last few years there bas been less 
tendency to confine the financial, commercial, and industrial 
movements of this market within the operations of a few large 
business houses or firms. This, it is said, is especially the case 
in commerce. Formerly a few important houses practically com- 
manded the market, each in its special sphere ; now a number of 
smaller houses have cropped up, and divide the proceeds between 
them. 

The individual profits of a few of the more important houses 
may not be on the same scale as in former years, but it would be 
difficult to prove that less capital is employed, either in industry or 
commerce, now than 10 or 12 years ago. 

It must also be borne in mind that lower prices for many articles 
of secondary consumption have had to prevail during the crisis, 
otherwise they would have found no market; but the general rate 
of living for all classes has become steadily dearer; and certainly 
a dollar is harder to earn to-day in Uruguay than it was formerly, 
and its purchasing power is less. 

There is also another important factor that stands in the way of 
larger profits to the merchant and tradesman, and that is, taxation. 
‘The exorbitant system of tariffs and imposts in this country is in 


* Based on a report of Her Majesty’s Consul at Montevideo (Foreign Office 
Annual Series, No. 1594). ; 
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no slight degree the cause of the combined evils of lower profits 
and wages and the lower purchasing power of money. 

The increase of the public debt points out clearly that the State 
expenditure has grown very much faster than either the population 
or the commerce of the country. As the State expenditure has 
to be met by a revenue mainly extracted from commercial and 
industrial operations, it follows that the profits of the latter must 
be less, and that in turn means lower wages for labour and higher 
prices for goods. 

In Uruguay the manufacturing industry is greatly restricted, 
and, in the absence of metal and fuel, is likely to remain so for a 


_long while to come; therefore the commercial movement or 


activity depends almost entirely on the quantity of foreign goods 
imported. 

The enormous amount of money borrowed, chiefly from Great 
Britain, it may be said, by Uruguay during the last 10 years 
(roughly speaking some 20,000,000/.), seems in no way to have 
added to the commercial prosperity or wealth of the country, for 
it will be seen that the imports for 1894 are only equal to those 
of 10 or 12 years ago. Since that period the population of the 
country has increased some 15 per cent.; it therefore proves that 
the commercial movement, although distributed amongst a greater 
number, is relatively smaller. 

The country, on the other hand, has never produced or ex- 
ported as much produce as it has during the last four years, 
notwithstanding the many drawbacks, such as droughts, locusts, 
&c., and there is a large balance of trade in favour of the country. 
This even, apparently, has to no great extent helped towards 
producing prosperity or making living cheaper, for the cost of 
living was far less when there was no such balance. 

Commercial depression is then an actual fact in Uruguay, and 
the principal cause of this unfortunate state of things is doubtless 
that the increase of the population has in no way kept pace with 
the import trade or the production of the country. 

But the year 1894 may safely be considered from an economical 
point of view as having been an excellent one, The productive 
forces of the country, owing to a splendid season, have been able 
to develop themselves to a remarkable degree, and the harvest has 
surpassed all calculations. 

he foreign commerce of 1894 exceeds 57,000,000 dols. 
(12,127,664/.), or the same amount that it reached in 1888, a year 
of great prosperity, but with this special difference, that whilst 
in 1888 the importation of foreign goods was 29,500,000 dols. 
(6,276,5951.), and the exportation of produce was 28,000,000 dols. 
(5,957,4441), in 1894 the imports did not reach 24,000,000 dols. 
(5,106,3832.) ; but, on the other hand, the exports were 33,500,000 
dols. (7,127,6591.), the highest figure ever reached as yet in the 
commercial statistics of Uruguay. The increase of the exports 
that has been felt since 1893, and the restriction of the imports 
that still continues, although 1894 marks considerable progress 
over 1893, has for some time past inclined the balance of trade 
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in favour of this country, and has hence caused constant. impor- 
tations of metal. In 1893 the country, it is stated, received a 
metallic balance of 2,000,000 dols., and in 1894 3,500,000 dols 
As has been already stated, this prosperity is grattly owing to 
the fine seasons the country has enjoyed for the years mentioned, 
but it must also be added that the Brazilian revolution and the 
drought in Argentina both helped to diminish the competition in 
the salt meat trade of the River Plate. 

With regard to agriculture, the growth has been marked since 
the year 1892, and the rapid development of the cultivation of 
cereals of all kinds has added to the sources of wealth of the 
Republic to no mean extent. Previous to that period the pro- 
duction of the country was principally of a pastoral character, 
and its agricultural products were scarcely sufficient for local 
consumption. But in 1893-94 agriculture has developed so 
rapidly that it has now become an important item in the exports 
of Uruguay. Of the suitability of a large portion of its lands for 
agricultural purposes, and of the great fertility of the soil, there 
can be no further doubt. But the industry is still young, and 
its development, rapid as it has been, is retarded by various 
causes, and it may now be added that the low price of agricultural 
produce in the foreign markets at present leaves little or no 
profit to the Uruguayan farmer, who has also to contend with 
the dearness of labour, the difficulties of transit, and the almost 
total lack of skilled labour. 

The latter is due to the fact that the labouring classes of the 
population are drawn from the south of Europe, that is to say, 
from peoples whose agricultural methods are still primitive, but, 
on the other hand, it must be said that the habits and customs of 
this country are more suited to the inhabitants of southern 
than of northern Europe; at any rate, as far as the British 
labouring class is concerned, the country is in no way suitable. 
Despite the fact that in 1893 the country was afflicted with severe 
drought and other drawbacks already named, great progress was 
made towards the development of the rich fields of Uruguay from 
simple grazing lands to corn and wheat fields. The progress made 
in agriculture during the year 1894 is still greater, but as yet no 
data are procurable. 

The total area under vine culture was, in 1892, 2,597 hectares, 
and in 1893, 2,883 hectares ; or, in 1892, 6,418 acres, and in 
1893, 7,125 acres. 

The number of vine plants was 10,437,065 in 1892, and 
13,429,676 in 1893. With this exception no statistics ave as yet 
given concerning the industries of vine culture, tobacco, and olive 
growing in Uruguay, though already they have attained consider- 
able importance. Besides these, for other branches of agriculture 
such as hay, beetroot, sugar-cane, &c., no returns are given, as 
they are still in the probationary stage. Some of these may, 
however attain importance in the future. 

The seal fishery of the country is situated near and about Mal- 
donado on the Atlantic coast. Fur seals are found and killed on 
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the Islands of Lobos, Polonia, Castillos, and Coronillo. In the 
year 1873 the number killed reached 8,190, and in 1883 the 
number of skins obtained were 12,813, and in 1893 the number 
reached 20,763. Great Britain takes the greater number of these 
skins, and the remainder goto France. These fisheries have been 
rented by the Government of Uruguay to a company for the last 
20 years at the rate of 7,000 dols. (1,500) per year. The 
earnings of this company, it is said, have been on an average of 
some 54,000 dols. per year, or 11,4892, 
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[X.—CHROME IRON ORE MINING IN ASIA 
MINOR.* 


Asia Minor is more remarkable for the rarity in the quality than 
for the magnitude of its mineral production, being one of the chief 
sources of supply of such uncommon materials as emery stone, 
boracite, meerschaum, and chrome iron ore. Although the ores of 
the more widely distributed metals occur in many parts of the 
country, their exploitation has not on the whole attained much 
success ; probably ores of the more common metals, such as lead and 
copper, occur in such a way that high technical skill is required to 
mine them and bring them to a marketable state. The difficulties of 
communication and the paralyzing effects of the Turkish Govern- 
ment have, no doubt, prevented such mines from being worked in 
a proper manner. On the other hand, the uncommon minerals 
mentioned above occur at or near the surface, are capable of 
being worked in a primitive manner, and require less technical 
skill to render them marketable. 

At the present time the larger part of the mineral production 
is derived from quarries or shallow workings which are capable of 
being worked with a minimum of skilled labour and management. 
Among this class of mines the chrome iron ore quarries hold a fore- 
most place. The ores are noted for their purity, and contribute a 
large portion of the world’s supply. There are three principal 
localities in Asia Minor where the ores are found, one in the Vilayet 
of Aleppo, near the towns of Alexandretta‘and Antioch ; another in 
the coast district south of Smyrna; and a third in the province of 
Broussa in the north. This last district is by far the most 
important. Chrome ore has also been shipped from Salonica, a 
port on the south coast of Turkey, the mines being probably at 
no great distance. 

The ore is found in Asia Minor in pockets or masses in 
serpentine. The deposits are very irregular in form and size, and 
the method of working is by open quarrying. The ore having 
been found at surface is followed down until it is exhausted or the 
operations have to be stopped on account of difficulties in removing 
the overburden or in draining the water. Owing to the uncertainty 
that exists in the quantity of ore available at each quarry, prepa- 
ratory work in removing the over-burden or in opening out the 
quarry in a scientific manner-is not, as a rule, undertaken, The 
quarries now working in the district south of Broussa are situated 
about 60 miles from the sea, and the chief expense in the produc- 
tion of the ore is the carriage to the port of Gemlek. Owing to 
the absence of roads for wheel traffic, the carriage of the ore is 
done entirely by camels. The average load for a camel is 
300 okes, or about 846 Ibs. 

Mining in this comparatively inaccessible country is naturally 
of a very primitive description. The ore is rougbly sorted at the 


* « Engineering and Mining J ournal ” (New York). 
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loading place outside the quarry, the waste rock and poor qualities 
being rejected. It is then loaded on camels and sent off to the 
coast, and shipped in this state to England, Germany, and else- 


where. The camels belong to a contractor, and the ore is, of 


course, weighed and paid for on its arrival at the port. The cost 
of carriage in 1894 was about 53s, per ton from the mines to the 

rt. It is anticipated that the new railway to Kutahia, a branch 
of the Ismid-Eskiehehir and Angora main line will reduce this 
rate. 

The ore from this district contains an average of 50 per cent. of 
sesquioxide of chromium, worth about 93s. per ton in England. 
Some samples taken by the writer contained over 53 per cent. 
The cost of mining is very low, the wages paid being only 10d. per 
day in summer and 8d. in winter. The men work from sunrise 
to sunset. Mining appears, however, to be carried on very little 
in winter, as the paths are then more or less impassable. 

It is extremely difficult to obtain reliable statistics of the 
mineral production of Turkey, and especially of chrome iron ores, 
Some idea, however, of the magnitude of the industry may be 
obtained from studying the imports of ore into other countries, as 
all the ore is exported. It appears that Great Britain, the United 
States, and Germany, probably the three largest consumers, take 
on an average about 24,000 tons of Turkish chrome iron ore 
annually. 

These figures agree fairly well with the information obtained in 
the country about the production. The trade, therefore, seems 
to be a comparatively small one. Owing to the absence of official 
figures, the statements made in handbooks and books of travel 
must be received with great caution. Although from the evidence 
it appears that there has been considerable variation in the amount 
annually produced, yet the average annual output during the 
last 10 years from all these districts has probably been under 
30,000 tons. 

The great drawback to mining in Asia Minor, and one cause 
that prevents the mineral resources of the country being properly 
developed, is the difficulty in obtaining a proper title to a mining 
concession. ‘The want of roads, and the obstacles that are put in 
the way of travellers by the Turkish Government, of course play 
a considerable part in preventing progress or discovery, but the 
difficulties that have to be met with by the miner in obtaining 

roper security for a mining property is the chief cause of the 
a wee state of mining in Asia Minor. One of the most 
frequent causes of dispute is on the question of boundaries, 
brought about by the absence of correct maps. Ifa proper survey 
of the country were set about, and facilities were granted to 
miners and explorers that are given in more civilised countries, it 
is probable that this rich mineral country would soon yield a 


large revenue, and help to restore the finances of Turkey to a 
satisfactory condition. 


| 
i 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

: } 

| 
| 


Sept. 1895.] NEW TRADE MARKET IN CHINA. 271 


X.—NEW TRADE MARKET IN CHINA. 


The Commissioner of Customs at Yatung (Thibet) in the 
“ Returns of Trade and Trade Reports for the Year 1894,” issued 
by the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs, gives the following 
interesting account of a new trade market which has recently 
been opened in China :—~ 

“The trade mart at Yatung, in Thibet, was opened on the 
lst May 1894, as provided by the first of the regulations 
epee to the Sikkim-Thibet Convention of 1890. Under 
these regulations, British subjects are at liberty to travel freely to 
and fro, between the frontier and Yatung, to reside at Yatung, 
and to rent houses and godowns, which the Chinese Government 
undertake shall be provided for their accommodation. The 
Government of India is free io send officers to reside at Yatung 
to watch the conditions of trade, and the Chinese Government 
undertakes to provide a fitting residence for such officers. No 
duties are to ke collected for five years. 

“ Almost due north of Calcutta and in British Sikkim, is 
situated the lovely hill station of Darjeeling, which is reached by 
a railway journey of 23 hours. At the foot of the Himalayas at 
Siliguri, the traveller changes into a tiny mountain railway, 
which carries him in eight hours for 50 miles through 
magnificent scenery, and gradually ascends to an elevation of 
7,400 feet. The railway is one of the most interesting feats of 
engineering in the world. It winds along the shoulders of the 
spurs which jut out into the plains, sometimes passing through 
dense tropical forests, and sometimes creeping along the edge of a 
stupendous precipice. Occasionally it forms a loop, where the 
train crosses by a bridge over the track it has just passed; and 
sometimes the ascent is accomplished by a zigzag, the engine 
alternately pushing and pulling. From Darjeeling to Yatung, 
the journey is made by walking and riding, but baggage must be 
carried by men or pack animals. The trip takes seven days, 
though the distance is little over 80 miles). The road is a suc- 
cession of steep descents and ascents, and although it would be 
possible, by arranging a change of ponies at various points, to do 
the distance in ‘a shorter time, it would be impossible to get the 
baggage along more quickly. As an example, it may be mentioned 
that the descent from Darjeeling to the Teesta Valley is from 
7,000 to 670 feet. Gnatong, which is 65} miles from Darjeeling, 
is reached on the sixth day. Here is stationed a small garrison 
of British troops at an elevation of 12,530 feet and about 7 miles 


from the Thibetan frontier. This garrison is to be replaced 


next spring by a detachment of native police. The road from 
Gnatong to Yatung crosses the Jalep Pass, 14,700 feet, and is so 
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bad that riding is dangerous. It is merely a stony mule track, 
rendered more hazardous by ice in winter; and pack animals are 
frequently lamed and sometimes killed. On the journey here one 
of the mules fell down the hillside, and the two boxes it carried 
were smashed. After crossing the pass, the track descends 
steeply to Langrang, which is a pretty valley with a stream 
glidmg through it, and is finely wooded. From Langrang 
there is an abrupt and dangerous drop to Tachung, and 
thence the descent is more gradual, the mountain torrent which 
rushes down from the pass being crossed six times by rude 
wooden bridges, and the view being completely shut in by dense 
forests rising steeply on either side. 

“ Previous to the demand of the Indian Government that a 
trade mart should be opened on the Thibetan side of the frontier 
there was not a single building at Yatung, and I understand that 
the name probably means “hole in the valley.” The narrow 
gorge which runs down from the pass joins the Chumbi Valley at 
Rinchingong (about 9,000 feet), the first town, or rather village, 
after crossing the frontier, which is at the summit of the paxs. 
About 1} miles above Rinchingong and 7 miles from the Jalep, 
the stream which tumbles down the gorge is met by another of 
equal turbulence from the Natui Pass, distant only a few miles to 
the north-west of the Jalep ; and it is at the junction of these two 
streams that the trade mart has been established. 

“The buildings at Yatung now, however, consist of the house 
built for the officer who may be appointed by the Indian Govern- 
ment to reside here; a cluster of rude hovels, intended for the 
accommodation of traders from India, and two Thibetan houses. 
The first is a sort of godown built of stone and surmounted by a 
Himsy wocden structure divided into six small rooms, about 
13 feet square, and surmounted by a verandah. Workmanship is 
of the roughest description, and the walls are single 4-inch 
planks with gaping cracks. ‘There are no chimneys nor any 
provision for fire-places. The shops intended for traders are 18 
in number, and are arranged in four rows, in the shape of an 
eblong square. They are something in Indian native style, 
being about 14 feet by 13 feet, and have no doors or windows. 
The two Thibetan houses are of stone; one is intended for 
Thibetan traders and is empty (as are the shops), and the other is 
occupied by a petty Thibetan official and some soldiers. All the 
roofs are of wooden shingles held down by stones. 

“The Chumbi Valley, as it is called by Europeans, runs north 
and south through a triangle which is wedged between Sikkim 
and Bhutan, and is bounded on the north by the lofty range 


’ running east and west from Chumolarhi, on the border of 


Bhutan, to the boundary of Sikkim. The range is crossed beyond 
Phari by the Tangla Pass. Chumolarhi is one of the most 
striking mountains in the Himalayas, and is over 24,000 feet in 
altitude ; it can be seen from some of the heights around Yatung 
as well as from the Jalep Pass and from Langrang, and is an 
exquisite snow peak of almost perfectly regular proportions, in 
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the shape of a sharp cone, rising sudden and isolated from bare 
mountains about 14,000 feet high. The Thibetans re; it as 
sacred. The people inhabiting the valley, who are called Tomos, 
have the monopoly of all the trade passing through it, and appear 
to be in affluent circumstances. All goods brought in by 
Thibetans from interior Thibet must change hands at Phari and 
the trade is considered lucrative. For instance, wool, which is 
the main article of export, can be bought at Phari for about 
Rs. 12 a maund (80 lbs.), and sells at Kalimpong—the trade 
centre in British Sikkim, 24 miles from Darjeeling—for about 
Rs. 20. Nothing appears to be produced in the valley, and the 
people are almost entirely dependent for their daily food on what 
comes in. Small crops of barley, potatoes, and turnipsare grown, 
but large quantities of maize and other food stuffs are imported 
from Sikkim. Under these circumstances it is natural that the 
people should be anxiously opposed to any arrangement which 
would bring the Indian trader into direct contact with the mer- 
chants from the interior of Thibet and it is owing to their 
influence that the trade mart has been opened at a place where it 
has no effect at all in modifying former conditions. There are a 
good many Thibetans settled in Darjeeling engaged as chair- 
bearers and porters, and the latest move on the part of the Tomos 
is to obtain a rule that these men shall not be allowed to bring 
any goods into their own country further than Yatung. From 
this it will be seen that the opening of Yatung will have no effect 
in increasing the existing trade between india and Thibet until 
Thibetans from the interior are allowed to bring their goods 
right through Yatung, instead of being stopped at Phari. Were 
this the case, it is possible that traders from India might be 
induced to visit the mart for the purpose of meeting such 
men, but as matters are at present, it would not pay them to 
come here, for they would probably have to arrange for their 
transport with the local dealers, and would certainly be hampered 
by them in every direction. Another drawback to the develop- 
ment of Yatung is the new road now being constructed through 
Sikkim, which will reach the Thibetan frontier at the Serpuba 
Pass in the north, and will run south to the Teesta Valley, and 
come into connection with the Eastern Bengal State Railway at 
Siliguri. This road, unless the Thibetans interfere, will tap the 
districts round Shigatze and divert a large portion of the trade 
from this route. There is no reason at present for supposing that 
the influence of the Tomos will be more considerable than that of 
the people, who will then find it to their interest to use the new 
route. The road should be completed in the course of a few 
months, 

“ Yatung appears to he healthy, but the atmosphere at such a 
height is sufficiently rarefied to affect the respiration, and it is to be 
doubted if residence here would be suitable for anyone not possessed 
of a sound constitution. Rain fell almost every day from the date 
of my arrival (25th April), but it was generally fine until the after- 
noon up to the end of July, when the rain frequently fell during 
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the whole day. The heaviest falls recorded were on the 24th 
June, 1°22 inches; the 25th June, 1:09 inches; and the 25th 
October 1:76 inches. From early in October the weather may 
be expected to be fine. The first hoar frost appeared on the 
23rd October, and the lowest temperature recorded to the 31st 
December was 17°, on the 27th December. During the summer 
months the temperature varied between 45° and 67°, but in spite 
of this moderate degree of warmth the climate was decidedly 
enervating. The worst months of the year will probably be 
found to be the first three, when one may be occasionally cut off 
from India by snow. In the spring the ground was literally 
carpeted with wild flowers, and 2 constant succession made each 
month beautiful until the first frost turned the hillsides brown. 
Wild pears, currants, raspberries, and strawberries, besides 
many other berries less familiar, flourish to an extent which 
makes it probable that fruit could be cultivated successfully in 
the warmer ravines of the Chumbi Valley. The forests consist 
principally of various pines, larches, rhododendrons, birches, and 
junipers, and reach to an altitude of 13,000 feet. 

“No duties are to be collected for five years from the date of 
the opening of Yatung totrade. At the expiration of that period, 
if found desirable, a tariff may be mutually agreed upon and 
enforced. 

“ Imports——The period under review covers only eight months 
from the 1st May, and the first four months of the year will 
probably prove to be among the busiest. It is only possible, 
therefore, to estimate roughly what the total value of the trade 
for a whole year will be. The value of the imports for the eight 
months was Rs. 191,180, and I think I am justified in placing the 
annual value of the import trade at Rs. 300,000; it may even 
exceed this figure, as some of the local merchants are now in 
Calcutta making their purchases, cotton piece goods are the 
principal articles imported, and among them a flimsy kind of 
cambric is pre-eminent, the value of this article being shown as 
Rs, 43,020. It is imported in white, green, blue, yellow, and red. 
Coloured pieces are used in the decoration of places frequented by 
spirits, and the white are printed with prayers and attached in 
long strips lengthwise to bamboos, which are planted near villages 
and temples. The fluttering of these prayers in the wind is 
accounted most efficacious. White cottons used for clothing were 
valued at Rs. 20,267, and indigo-dyed cottons at Rs. 19,273. 
The next article of importance is woollen cloth, estimated at 
Rs. 16,652.. Among metals, ironware, copper sheets, and copper- 
ware head the list, but the amounts are not of importance. 
Maize is largely imported as food and as fodder for the pack- 
animals; it is assessed at Rs. 11,501. Tobacco, which mostly 
comes from Rungpore, reached the respectable total of Rs. 18,855. 
A rather interesting article is cutch, valued at Rs. 2,314. This 
is used to some extent as a medicine for outward application, but 
its chief function is to beautify the fair ; they smear it on their 
faces in the most grotesque manner, especially round the eyes and 
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on the nose, The custom was originated some centuries ago by 
a Delai Lama, who wished the ladies to be less attractive to his 
celibate priesthood. There can be little doubt that the remed 
was most successful for a time, as the stuff looks like dried blood, 
and the effect is most repulsive; but as is usual in these cases, 
wiiat had a definite intention originally has become a mere 
fashion, and I have little doubt that a thickly-daubed nose is now 
considered an additional attraction. 


“ Exports.—The total value of the exports for the eight months 
was Rs, 398,131, and I think the total annual value may be 
estimated at Rs. 600,000. The principal export is sheep’s wool, 
which was valued at Rs. 274,078. This is a trade which might 
be greatly stimulated if the Thibetans were the kind of people 
to improve anything. But they are not; and, moreover, the 
people who produce the wool are not accessible for advice. 
They only send out a coarse kind, and keep a finer staple they 
have for their own use, If they imported some good rams, 
washed the sheep before shearing, and sorted the wool, instead of 
mixing up black and white, there is no doubt they would secure 
better prices and an extended market. 

* Something of the same kind might be said of the Yak Tails. 
The white are more than four times as valuable as the black, 
and if the Thibetans had any sense they would breed only Yaks 
with white tails, which could easily be done with a little atten- 
tion. As itis, the white tails form a small percentage of the whole. 
Musk is the next item of importance, valued at Rs, 40,447. I 
suspect this article is — sent to China, and it is noticeable 
that the trade seems to be largely in the hand of Chinese. Of 
mules, 182, and of ponies, 314 were exported for sale—the former 
worth Rs. 19,971 and the latter Rs. 28,418. Except woollen 
cloth and blankets there are no other articles worthy of remark.” 
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XL—TRADE OF JAPAN AND CHINA WITH 
COREA. 


An interesting comparison between the share of Japan and 
China in the import trade of Chemulpo* for the last 10 years is 
given by the Japanese Consul at that port in his report on the 
trade of 1894, which was published in the Japanese Official 
Gazette of the 18th and 19th ultimo. This shows that whereas 
in 1885 China’s share of the import trade of that port was only 
one-third of that of Japan, in 1890 it was larger, while in 1893 it 
was double. These figures speak for themselves. 

It is true that the trade in question is that of Chemulpo only, 
but the figures given illustrate the general tendency of the Corean 
import trade. It is also true that the statistics of last year show 
Japan’s share of the import trade of Chemulpo to be once more 
the largest, but this result is admitted, even by Japanese officials, 
to be due entirely to the occupation of Corea by Japanese troops, t 
and even under circumstances so unfavourable to Chinese trade, 
there was little difference between the share of each countrv, the 
figures, irrespective of the import of treasure, being: Japan, 
1,942,603 yen; and China, 1,759,619 yen. 

Both in the report above-mentioned and in one written by the 
Japanese Consul in Seoul at the end of last year, it is stated that 
the import trade in British piece goods prior to the war between 
China and Japan had passed practically into the hands of Chinese 
merchants, who were also competing successfully with Japanese 
merchants in the importationof Japanese matches, and that. the 
demand for Japanese silk, and silk and cotton piece-gonds, was 
falling off on account of the increased importation of similar goods 
from China. In one respect, Japan and Japanese merchants 
appear to have held their ground, namely, in the importation of 
Japanese cotton piece-goods, more especially a certain class of 
Japanese shirtings, known in the trade as the “Gishin” mark, 
which were imported in 1893 to the value of over 60,000 yen. 

But, apart from the question of the origin of the goods imported 
into Corea, the fact seems to be pretty well established that as 
merchants in that country the Japanese cannot hold their own 
against the Chinese. 

This subject has attracted some attention in Japan, and the 
future of Japanese trade in Corea is evidently regarded with 
anxiety by those best qualified to form an opinion. 

The Japanese Consul at Seoul gives various reasons in 
explanation of the failure of Japanese merchants to retain the 


* In Chinese, “ Yenchuan”; in Corean, “ Ninsen.” 
+ During the war Japanese merchants were permitted to import goods into Corea 
in military transports. 
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large share of the Corean import trade which they once 
possessed. 

“‘ Seoul (he says) is the largest market for foreign goods, and 
it is precisely here that our merchants have of recent years con- 
ducted their business operations at a great disadvantage as 
compared with the Chinese, Our people have to contend against 
a determined hostility on the part of the Coreans, and live in 
constant apprehension of violence. Political outbreaks have 
frequently occurred, and on several occasions our merchants have 
been obliged to fly from the capital, abandoning their property. 

“The Corean authorities have never interfered on their behalf, 
and our Government has never been in a position to afford them 
adequate protection. The result has been that the only place in 
Seoul where it has been possibie for them to establish places of 
business has been the quarter of Nam-san, where the Japanese 
Legation is situated. ‘lhe Chinese merchants, on the other hand, 
have always been regarded by the Coreans with marked favour, 
and, being treated as the subjects of a ‘superior country,’ have 
been able to open shops and establish places of business in all the 
important quarters of the city. 

“Moreover, owing to the absence of any security for trade, 
wealthy Japanese merchants have been deterred from settling in 
the country, being naturally unwilling to risk their capital under 
existing circumstances, and consequently Japanese business has 
been done by a class of petty traders who are not able to execute 
large orders, and who are tempted’ to compete against each other 
by introducing goods of inferior quality.” 

The remedies which the Consul proposes are three. He would 
meet the Chinese competition in British piece-goods by importing 
them direct from Manchester; he suggests every effort being 
made to develop a demand for goods which Japan can supply, 
and he recommends the establishment of Japanese places of 
business in the most important quarters of Seoul. His first 
proposal is open to the objection that what he suggests should be 
done in Corea by Japanese merchants has been tried by the 
latter in their own country, and has so far met with a very scant 
measure of success; how the development of a demand for 
Japanese goods is to be effected he does not mention, but a 
continued occupation of the country by Japanese troops might 
effect this object ; the third proposal seems futile, except under 
the same conditions, in view of the Consul’s own statement that 
what little security for Japanese trade exists in Seoul is only to 
be found in the vicinity of the Legation. 
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XII—THE LIQUOR TRADE OF CALCUTTA. 


From the review of the trade of Calcutta issued by the collector 
of Customs, the “ Pioneer Mail” quotes the following remarks :—- 

“ The imports of ale, beer, and porter, show an advance during 
the past year in comparison with 1893-94 of 8 per cent., but 
they cannot be said to be above the averages of former years. 
They amount to 709,356 galions, valued at 14 lakhs. Con- 
sumption has not increased as might have keen expected with the 
increase of Europeans coming to the country. In the last, as 
compared with previous years, the imports show a heavy falling 
off. The description most largely imported continued to be 
‘ Pilsener,’ which, however, deciined last year by 26,495 gallons. 
The second place is taken by ‘ McEwan’s’ beer, the receipts of 
this brand having increased by 20,194 gallons. There has been a 
steady advance in this description for the past three years, and it 
has apparently obtained a firm hold in this market. The receipts 
of * Younger’s’ advanced by 10,901 galions; this is imported 
principally in bulk for consumption by canteens, &c. ‘Cooper 
McLeod and Co’s.’ beer, which in former years was one of the 
principal kinds imported hag, it is stated, declined still further 
during 1894-95, the falling off in comparison with the previous 
year being 21,571 gallons. ‘Bass, it is also stated, once the 
most important description received, notwithstanding efforts to 
meet the changing taste of consumers for the light description, 
continues to decline, and last year amounted to only 54,572 
gallons, representing a falling-off in five years of about 50 per 
cent. ‘Griffin’ ale, though so largely advertised, does not 
appear to find the favour it deserves with consumers, as the 
quantity imported declined by 2,808 gallons, or 45 per cent. 
‘Tennants’’ beer has partly recovered from the fall shown in the 
previous year, the receipts being 19,708 gallons in advance, 
though they do not approach the figures of previous years. 
As remarked in former reports, the prevalent taste is still for the 
light descriptions of beer. ! 

“The importations of stout declined by 16 per cent., and were 
on about the same level as in 1892-93. There were decreases in 
all the different kinds. ‘ Guinness’ continues to be far ahead of 
other descriptions, the receipts being 20,930 gallons out of a total 
of 32,227 gallons. ‘Younger’ declined from 6,220 to 5,600 
gallons, and ‘ Tennants’ also decreased considerably. The 
experiment made by the importations of ‘ Maclay and Co.,’ 
referred to in last year’s report, does not appear to have been 
successful, for there were no importations of this description during 
the past year. 

“ The total importations of spirits during the past year increased 
by 10 per cent. in comparison with 1893-94. All kinds par- 
ticipate in this advance, the principal one as usual being whisky. 
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In brandy the advance was very slight, amounting to only 
417 gallons. A large proportion of the importations of this spirit 
consists of common qualities, but apparently the better qualities 
have been more largely received during the past year, the average 
price being higher. The price of good brandy is now so high that 
it is almost prohibitive except to the wealthy classes, and the 
probability is that, owing to the lessened out-put of this spirit in 
cognac during the past year, it will go still higher for the genuine 
article. ‘The importations of German brandy have continued, but 
they show no indications of increasing to any extent. Receipts of 
brandy have been in excess of the demand, for the stocks in hand 
increased from 9,816 gallons in 1893-94 to 11,569 gallons at the 
close of the year under review. 

“The imporiations of whisky again show a marked advance, 
amounting to 13 per cent., and the figures are again the highest 
tabulated. The bulk of these importations continue to be of the 
low class referred to in previous reports, but there have also been 
large receipts of moderate-priced whiskies, which have apparently 
found favour with consumers, one brand in particular being 
largely imported. High class whiskies have also been received to 
a moderate extent. The whole of the supplies have not, however, 
gone into consumption, there being an increase in stocks in bond 
of 11,666 gallons. 

« After a continuous decline in gin for some years, there was 
an advance in the importations of this spirit during the past year 
in comparison with 1893-94, of 34 per cent. There is no special 
reason for this advance. The trade is a small one, though the 
cheapness of this spirit might recommend it to consumers. 

“Under ‘other sorts’ there was a further increase of 8 per 
cent. again due to the larger importations of methylated spirits. 
Germany continues to be the principal source of supply, the spirit 
being low in cost, and this no doubt is the reason why it has 
supplanted the production of other places. There was also an 
increase from the Straits; this kind is principally imported for 
use in the manufacture of shellac.” 
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XIIL—THE WINE INDUSTRY IN WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA.* 


At the recent Producers’ Conference in Perth, Western Aus- 
tralia, in a paper on the viticultural industry, Mr. A. Despeissis, 
viticultural expert to the Bureau of Agriculture, said that the 
efforts of the pioneer wine-growers of raceteet Australia have 
made it so evident that the bulk of the land is eminently adapted 
for the cultivation of the vine, that an immense development in 
this industry can be legitimately anticipated, which will add 
largely to the wealth of the natural resources of the colony. 

Of all the products of the grape, those that offer wider fields 
for expansion and stand out more important by far are pure wine and 
brandy. The cultivation of table grapes, for which there is at 
present a very active demand, is likely to be highly remunerative 
for some years to come, until the colonial market is well supplied ; 
as for raisins, the local demand is only limited, and there is no 
hope, at ruling prices, of -ever establishing a payable export 
market in this article of commerce. 

Wine making and the distillation of brandy are therefore the 
most ae industries, and no better means exist for developing 
the wine trade than by making of vine growing an industry 
distinct from that of wine making; let the producer be distinct 
from the manufacturer, although at the same time link their 
mutual interests so that the one should be dependent on the other, 
and that both should have the same object at heart, and both be 
brought into a united body for mutual benefit. ‘The creation of 
central establishments will pave the way for achieving that end 
if established on a sound practical basis. 

Considering that the soil and climate of Western Australia 
react in a happy manner on the constituents of the choicer 
varieties of grapes, and that a good average annual yield of a must 
of high quality can be reckoned on, the unmistakable advantage 
of centralisation of the manufacturing process of that must into a 
marketable wine is most evident. Through its agency, the wine- 
makers would be brought into a united body for mutual benefit, 
the standard of Australian wine would be raised, and, as a conse- 
quence the price would also be raised to a higher figure. 

The only districts in New South Wales, Victoria, and South 
Australia, where vine-growing is established as a prosperous 
industry are those in which a central winery absorbs the produce 
of the small vineyards of the locality, turns it into wine in properly- 
equipped cellars, rears that wine with greater skill and economy, 
and markets it to the best advantage and at a remunerative price. 
Those establishments are mostly capitalistic, not co-operative. 


* “British Australian ’’ June 18, 1895. 
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Men of enterprise have wrought the wonder, and the develop- 
ment of the viticultural industry has, as a result, been steadily 
increasing. 

The expense of erecting a properly equipped cellar is far greater 
than is commonly thought. In support of this statement, some 
figures are given of the exact cost of wine cellars in the south and 
south-west of France. Two well known cellars in the neighbour- 
hood of Montpellier, and typical of the better class of wineries 
put up in the south of France, where the commoner and more 
— sorts of grape vines are cultivated, cost, irrespective of 
and, 29/. and 30/. for each acre of vines cultivated; the vine- 
yards measure respectively 65 and 125 acres each; the average 
yield is as much as 1,180 to 1,190 gallons of wine per acre, and 
the capital cost per gallon in buildings and plant amounts to 54d. 
and 6d. without reckoning the cost of making, rearing, and 
marketing the wine. Equally reliable figures from the Medoc 
‘district, in the south-west of France, are also interesting. 
The cellar of Chateau Malescot vineyard, which comprises 
250 acres of Cabernet grapes cost 7/2 for each acre of vines 
planted; the average yield per acre is only 155 gallons, the 
cost of housing the wine coming up to 11d. per gallon, In 
Australia, where the average yield of well-cultivated vineyards 
‘may be put down at 250 gallons per acre, the cost of providing 
caskage and proper cellarage and manufacturing plant for 
securing the crop, could not be estimated at less than ls. per 
gallon on a vineyard of 150 to 200 acres at least. ‘This valuation 
is, however, very low, considering that caskage alone costs 6d. per 
gallon, and the cost of building and providing requisite plant and 
machinery is much more expensive than in Europe; indeed, 
it is doubtful whether such cellarage accommodation as the climate 
of Western Australia demands could be put up for a vineyard of 
the dimensions given above for less than 1s. 3d. per gallon, or 151. 
per acre. This figure comprises, besides building, crushing, 
pressing, and pumping plant, sufficient casks to store one vintage’s 
wine ; but supposing the wine is not sold the first year, then more 
casks would be required for storing it in and making room for 
the coming vintage, and similarly if the wine is kept on hand for 
three years, caskage accommodation for the yield of three vintages 
for each acre of vineyard would have to be provided for at an 
extra expenditure in casks alone of 5/. to 6/. per acre over and 
above the sum quoted already, and for each extra year the wine 
remains in the cellar. Roughly speaking, it is safe to say that 
after a few years’ time each acre of vines will have cost besides 
the sums spent in buying and cleaning land, planting and bultivat- 
ing, and establishing the vineyard 20/, in round figures. This 
heavy outlay is quite irrespective of heavy annual expenditure 
paid in cellerman’s wages, cooperage, cartage. and freight, shrink- 
age or loss by evaporation and racking or the separation of the 
lees and cream of tartar from the wine; the most serious loss of 
all is, however, the heavy percentage of wine that often goes 
wrong and gets tainted in the hands of inexperienced wine makers, 
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and is either unmarketabie, or, if it can be sold at all, lowers very 
considerably the average price fetched by the bulk of the wine in 
the cellar, this loss being fully equivalent in some cases to as 
much as the value of one-fifth to one-fourth of the total vintage. 
Intending vine-growers or those who have already vines bearing 
will do better to discard the idea of putting up a cellar and 
becoming wine-makers themselves, if they can possibly combine and 
erect a central establishment. Of course, the erection and equip- 
ment of such an establishment will cost a certain amount of money, 
and this is where the State can help the wine-growers and thus 
add to the public revenue. The wine industry requires simply to 
be helped at the start, as there is sufficient buoyancy in it, if 
properly directed, to establish itself as one of the most flourishing 
industries of the colony, without any gratuitous State assistance. 

It isa generally accepted fact. that the principal profit results 
from the manufactured article, and the subsequent handling of it 
before it reaches the consumer ; the fact that the producer is not 
abJe to undertake the erection or the management of the necessary 
manufacturing appliances debars him of an important percentage 
of the profit. The vine-growers of the colony might undertake 
some sort of scheme, such as the following :—That whenever a 
sufficiently important acreage of vines of the choicer wine- 
producing varieties—say 200 acres—are planted in the district, 
the Government be approached, and requested to erect at some 
convenient and central spot, preferably alongside a railway line, 
and close to a junction, a place that would answer the present 
requirements, and could easily be extended as required. The 
vine-growers supplying the site and guaranteeing interest, com- 
puted at a low rate on the money advanced, interest and capital 
could be repaid by yearly instalments spreading over 15 or 20 
years, the State in the meantime retaining a security on the land, 
buildings, and stock of wine in the cellar. 

The producers would organise themselves into a limited liability 
company, retaining for themselves a fair proportion of shares, and 
placing the rest in the open market. Their shares they would 
pay for partly in cash and partly in produce. ‘The company 
would be governed by a board of directors in which the producers 
would predominate and who would regulate annually the price to 
be paid for the grapes according to a sliding-scale based on 
varieties supplied and a standard richness of the must, which 
would be tested at the place of production. 

By combining and controlling the output, the market would 
never be allowed to be glutted, more especially by inferior wine, 
only the quantity of wine that can be absorbed by the local as 
well as by the export market being offered for sale at a price 
that would ensure a fair profit. A material profit would be 
derived in handling great quantities of grapes from by-products 
that now go to waste, such as spirit from the stalks and skins, 
vinegar, cream of tartar, &. The cost of working one central 
wine making establishment is, it stands to reason, proportionately 
less than that of working a number of smaller ce)lars, one cellerman 
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doing the work of 20, with the assistance of a few ordinary labourers 
and the use of a steam tackle and machinery ; more efficient and 
economical appliances can be used, which do the work with greater 
saving of time and efficiency, and the cost of production can be 
cut down to a much lower figure, while the produce is of a more 
constant and uniform type, better fermented, and its market 
value consequently correspondingly increased. However low the 
prices offered in London for Australian wines seem to be when 
compared with prices that can be obtained locally, still these prices 
may be considered as very satisfactory, and insure at least interest 
at the rate of 10 per cent. on the original as well as the working 
cost of the vineyard, provided the wine sold in parcels of 1,000 
to 10,000 gallons and upwards in the one transaction. 

These prices, low as they seem to be, could be cut down further 
if, instead of being handled in smull parcels, they were dealt with 
by the tens of thousands of gallons in central establishments, 
when they would be treated with greater economy, less waste, 
more uniformity, and where the by-products of the grape vine, 
brandy, fusel oil, cream of tartar, vinegar, concentra‘ed must, 
would all be saved, extracted, manufactured, and converted into 
money, in the shortest time, at the cheapest rate possible, with 
the minimum of risk, and to the best advantage of the grower, 
the producer, and of the State. 


284 CUSTOMS TARIFF OF BARBADOS. 


(Sept. 1895. 


XIV.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF BARBADOS. 


The following is a statement of the Customs duties now levied 
on articles imported into Barbados under Act No. 6 of 1895 :— 


Articles. 


Rates of 
Duty. 


Arrowroot, touslesmois, and all other the Ibs. 
Asses, each - - 
Bran, pollard, oats, per 100 Ibs. - - 
Bread, pilot and navy, and crackers, the 100 Ibs. - - 
Bricks, the 1,000 - - - - 
Butter, the 100 Ibs. - 


Oleomargarine, margarine, and their compounds, the 100 Ibs. - - 
Candles, other than tallow, the 100 lbs. - : : 
Candles, tallow, the 100 Ibs. - 


Cement, the barrel = 2 
Cheese, the 100 Ibs. - - 
Coal and the mixed peaptetions thereof, ser coke, the ton - 
Cocoa, the 100 Ibs. = is 
Coffee, the 100 Ibs. - 
Cordage (except twines), the 100 Ibs. - - 

Corn and grain, poe, the 100 Ibs. ~ - 
Firearms, each - - . 
Fish, dried, salted, or the Le Ibs. 
Do., pickled, the barrel - - : - 
Flour, wheat or rye, the barrel of 196 — - - - 
Indian meal or other kinds, the barrel of 196 Ibs. - - 
Horses, under 133 hands high, each - - - 
Do., all others, each - - - - - 
Lard, the 100 Ibs. - ~ - - - 


Liquors: 
Malt liquor, cider and perry, in wood, the cask 64 gallons —- - 
Do., do., in bottles (reputed quarts), the dozen - 


Spirits and cordials (except rum and gin and nee spirits, to be 

used as perfumery only), the gallon - 

Gin, for every gallon below or equal to proof, by Sykes’ hydrometer 

Do., for every higher degree of proof, in proportion. 

Rum, for every gallon below or equal to proof, by Sykes’ hydrometer 

Do., for every higher degree of in 

Wine, sparkling, per gallon - 

Do., all other kinds, per gallon < 
Matches, lucifer and other kirds, the gross of 12 dozen boxes, each 

box to contain not exceeding 100 sticks - 

Do., boxes containing any greater or less quantity to be charged in 
proportion. 
Meat, salted or cured, the 100 lbs. - - - - 
Metals, new: 
Composition nails, bolts, bars, rods, spikes, and rivets, the 100 lbs. - 
Copper, in sheets, rods, bars, bolts, spikes, nails, and rivets, the 
100 lbs. - . - - - 

Iron hoops, bars, and rods, the “100 lbs. - - - 

Iron nails, spikes, rivets, and clinches, the 100 Ibs. - - 

Lead, sheet and pipe, the 100 Ibs. 

Yellow metal, in sheets, the 100 Ibs. - - - 
Metals, old: 

Copper, brass, and pewter, the 100 Ibs. - - 
Molasses, per gallon - - - - 
Mules of the value of 12/. 10s. and apwards - - 
Mules under the value of 12/. 10s. - - 
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Articles. 


Rates of 


Oil, kerosine, the gallon - 
Oilmeal and oilcake, the 100 Ibs. - 
Rice, the 100 Ibs. - - 
Soap, the 100 Ibs. 


Sugar, the 100 Ibs. - - 


Tallow, the 100 lbs. - - 
Tea, the pound - 
Tobacco: 


Cigars, cheroots, and cigarettes of all kind, the Ib. - - 


Snuff, the Ib. 
Other manufactured, the Ib. - 


Other manufactured, if in outer packages of less than 80 Ibs. net 


weight each, the Ib. 
Leaf, the Ib. - 


Do., if in outer packages of less than 50 lbs. net weight each, the lb. 


Wood: 


Hemlock, birch, beech, white pine, pitch pine, and spruce, the” 

1,000 feet superficial measurement of one inch thickness - - 
Hoops, whether coiled or straight, the 1,200 pieces - - 
in naves, felloes, spokes, and unsquared 


All other kinds, except 
posts, the 100 cubic feet - 
Shingles of all descriptions, the 1,000 


Staves, white and red oak, whether loose or made up in bundles or 


shooks, the 1,200 pieces - 
Oxbows, the dozen - 
Truss hoops, the set of nine - 


onwnoroco. 
wie 


coc coo 
200 


ou 
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All other articles not in this list particularly enumerated or 
in the list of exemptions given below, to pay 8 per cent. ad 


valorem, 


Exemptions from Duty. 


All articles for the use of the Governor 
of the island. 

All articles and things whatsoever 
imported by the local government for 
the police or for public institutions. 

All articles specially imported for the 
use or decoration or building or re- 
pairing of any place of worship, and 
not imported for sale on the certificate 
to that effect of the officiating 
minister. 

All articles and things of every de- 
scription imported by any naval officer 
on full pay in Her Majesty’s service 
for his use and accommodation, on the 
certificate to that effect of the officer 
so importing. 

The Governor, purchasing any articles 
whatsoever, shall be entitled to have 
the duty refunded to him out of the 
public treasury, on the warrant of the 
Governor-in-Executive Committee, on 
the certificate that he is entitled to 
the refund. 

Where horses are purchased by the 
Governor, direct from the importer 
within six months after the date of 


import, the duty shall be allowed him 
on the warrant of the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee, on the certifi- 
cate that he is entitled to the refund. 
All articles and things of every descrip- 
tion, imported as general, military, or 
naval stores for the use of Her 
Majesty’s military and naval forces, 
and all building materials and supplies, 
imported or taken out of bond under the 
authority of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
for military and naval services, under 
certificate from the head of the 
department concerned. Chargers im- 
ported by, and bond fide the property 
of field officers or departmental officers 
of relative rank, or of staff officers 
or adjutants of regiments, and neces- 
sary for the proper discharge of their 
military duties, under a certificate from 
the Assistant Adjutant General. 
Articles of personal and horse equipment 
necessary for the performance of 


military duty, under a certificate from 
the head of the department concerned. 
Horses imported for the commissariat 
department or purchased for the 


commissariat department withiu six 
months of their being imported, under 
@ certificate from the head of the 
commissariat department. 

All bond fide official supplies sent for 
the use of any Consular officer by 
his Government, if the Governor-in- 
Executive Committee, on proof that 
such Government accords to British 
Consular officers within its territory 
similar treatment, thinks fit, as a 
matter of courtesy, to exempt such 
supplies from Customs duties, pro- 
vided always, that such Consular 
officer, before receiving such supplies 
free of duty, shall make a declaration 
before the Comptroller that such 
supplies are sent by his Government 
for his use as Consular officer; and 
provided also that any such exemption: 
shall not exempt the Consuls from 
Customs duties generally. 

Asphalt. 

Belting for machinery. 

Blubber and heads and offals of fish. 

Bones and horns. 

Books, bound and unbound, pamphlets, 
newspapers, and printed matter in all 
languages, forms and papers (whether 
printed or manuscript), maps, charts, 
school globes, engravings, music - 
pictures, statues, and other works of 
art; provided always, that the im- 
portation of books shall be subject 
to the provisions of copyright laws. 

Bottles of glass or stoneware. 

Bullion, coin, and diamonds. 

Calves, sucking. 

Cassaripe. 

Cattle. 

Cocoanuts. 

Cotton wool. 

Eggs. 

Foals. 

Fresh fish and turtle. 

Fresh fruit and vegetables. 

Fresh meats. 

Fuel, wood and charcoal. 

Gravel, sand, soil, earth, and peat. 

Green ginger. 

Gunpowder, gun cotton, dynamite, nitro- 
glycerine, and all other explosive 
matter whatsoever. 

Hay and straw. 

Hoesticks. 

Horses brought into the island by 
equestrian companies, provided the 
same are taken away by them on 
leaving, and race horses on every 
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occasion after the first importation 
thereof, provided no drawback had 
been claimed thereon on exportation. 

Hulls, boats, masts, spars, apparel, tackle 
and furniture of vessels condemned by 
survey, and on which tonnage duty 
shall have been paid. 

Ice. 

Leeches. 

Lemon and lime juice. 

Lime, building and temper. 

Limestone. 

Live and dead stock not enumerated in 
the dutiable articles, 

Logwood. . 

Machinery and apparatus imported for 
the purpose of manufacturing bricks, 
tiles, cement, pipes, and other articles 
of the like nature, and for renewing 
the same as it shall from time to time . 
become worn and useless. 

Machinery to be used for the reaping 
or manufacture of sugar. Machinery 
and apparatus to be used in the con- 
struction and establishment of ice 
factories and for the manufacture of 
ice. 

Manure, including fertilisers of all kinds, 
natural and artificial. 

Metals—old iron and old lead. 

Oars and sweeps. 

Packages in which goods are imported. 
except new trunks, vats, hogsheads, 
and puncheons. 

Passengers’ baggage containing apparel 
and articles of personal use, and pro- 
fessional apparatus. 

Patterns and samples of no intrinsic 
value. 

Personal effects of individuals, belonging 
to this island dying abroad. 

Pozzolana. 

Rags. 

Raw hides and skins. 

Salt. 

Sawdust. 

Soda water, mineral, and aerated water, 

Specimens illustrative of natural history, 
seeds, bulbs, and roots, and cattings 
of plants or shrubs of all kinds. 

Spars. 

Tablets and tombstones and all the 
appurtenances thereto, imported 
specially for immediate erection and 
not for sale, on certificate of the person 
for whom imported. 

Tar, pitch, and resin. 

Turtle and tortoise shell, unmanufac- 
tured, 


Tonnage Dues. 


All vessels landing or taking on board 
cargo pay Is. per ton on the registered 
tonnage, or a tonnage duty computed 
on the weight or measurement of the 

goods landed or taken on bourd, but 


in no case is the tonnage duty com- 
puted on the weight or measurement 
aforesaid to exceed the amount arrived 
at by calculating tke duty at 1s. per 
ton on the registered tonnage. 


| 

i 
i 


Sept. 1895.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 287 


XV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Regulations for Postal Parcels, 


A despatch, dated 13th August last, has been received from 
Sir F.C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
enclosing copy of a decree announcing a change in the regulations 
with regard to postal parcels for Russia from abroad. 

The following is a translation of the decree in question :— 

I. In the case of the sznding from abroad in postal covers of 
objects, the entry of which is permitted, but subject to the pay- 
ment of Customs dues should a description of the said objects 
not be written on the cover, the receiver, besides the duty, will 
incur a fine equal in amount to the duty, and payable in paper 
(the duty is payable in gold). In the event of the non-payment 
of the duty and fine by the receiver of the parcel, this latter 
with its contents will be returned to the despatching office. 

II. Sums of money accruiag under the terms of the preceding 
article as penalties for sending in postal covers articles 
of which there is no description on the cover, shall be divided 
in full between the Post Office and Customs officials discovering 
the said objects in the parcels, : 


SwEDEN anpD Norway. 
Denunciation of Commercial Treaty of May 1890. 


A despatch, dated August 2 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Spenser St. John, Her Majesty’s Envoy 
Extraordinary at Stockholm, reporting the denunciation of the 
“ Mellanrikslag”’ or Interstate he of May 30, 1890 between 
Sweden and Norway, and that consequently the stipulations of 
the commercial treaty between Sweden and Norway will cease 
to be in force on and after the 12th July 1897. 


BELGIUM—GREECE. 

Commercial Treaty. 
A despatch, dated 26th July last, has been received from 
Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Secretary of Legation at Athens, 


transmitting text of agreements between — and Greece, 
signed on the 25th May last, and calling special attention to the 


tariff article (Art. XVI.) of the commercial treaty, of which the 
following is a translation :— 

Art. 16.—Neither of the high contracting powers shall impose 
on goods, the product or manufacture of the other party, other or 
higher import duties than those which are or shall be imposed on 
the same class of goods coming from any other foreign State. 
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Each of the two parties undertakes to extend to the other every 
favour, privilege, or reduction of the import or export duties 
which either of them could grant to a third power. They also 
undertake not to impose, one on the other, any import or export 
duties which are not at the same time imposed on other countries. 
It is, moreover, agreed that, for the duration of the present treaty, 
dried currants of Greek origin, imported into Belgium, shall not 
be subjected to a rate higher than 20 frances per 100 kilogs. 

In addition, dried currants from Corinth, of Greek origin, shall 
be freely admitted into Belgium on condition that they are im- 
ported either loose, or in bags of at least 100 kilogs., or in barrels 
of at least 200 kilogs., and that their use in the manufacture of 
wine shall be under the control of the Belgian Government. 
Finally, it is agreed that vinegar manufactured with the residue 
of dried currants which have served in Belgium for the manufac- 
ture of wines will pay the minimum excise duty imposed in 
Belgium on the manufacture of any kind of vinegar. During 
the same period, the classes of Belgian merchandise enumerated 
below cannot be subjected, on entry into Greece, to duties higher 
than as follows :— 

1. Common sheet glass - - 10 drachmas per 100 ocques. 

No reduction will be allowed in the Customs tare appli- 
cable to common sheet glass from the time of signature 
of the present treaty. 

2. Wrought iron in pieces, for railway bridges - - Free. 

3. Cast-iron tubing and iron girders - 4 drs. per 100 ocques 

Iron girders simply pierced with holes or to which angle- 
pieces are riveted are included in this category. 

4, Wrought iron in pieces for building purposes and for 

bridges (except railway bridges) - 10 drs. per 100 ocques, 

5. Railway and tramway cars for passengers and goods 

10 per cent, ad valorem, 

6. Iron, in simple bars, in plates of all sizes for building and 
other purposes, in hoops, in sheets not tinned ; and iron, un- 
wrought, in other forms not specially distinguished - Free. 

7. Iron and steel wire of all kinds - . - Free. 

8. Other colours (earths or mineral colours) in a solid state, 

such as red-lead, white-lead, litharge, &c.  - - Free. 

9. Starch - - - - 8 drs. per 100 ocques. 

10. Flax, hemp, or jute tissues not specially distinguished— 

(a.) Containing less than 14 threads in the warp in a square 
of 5 millemetres, except coarse tissues for making 


sacks - - - 90 drs. per 100 ocques. 
(b.) Containing 14 threads and more in the warp in a square 
of 5 millimetres - - 200 drs. per 100 ocques. 


Ticking with stripes of coloured cotton or coloured linen will 
be taxed according to the number of threads of the principal 
stuff, without taking account of the number of threads in 
the stripes, provided that these latter do not exceed the 
former. 

Norr.—Drachma = 9°6d. Ocque = 2°84 lbs. 
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BELGIUM 
Bill Modifying Taxation on Sugars. 


A despatch, dated September 6th last, has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, stating that Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Brussels reports that a Bill modifying the 
excise and duty on sugars, and altering the basis on which the 
excise is to be calculated, has passed the Belgian Senate. <A 
copy of the “ Exposé des Motifs” of this Bill, and of the report 
of the Commission of the Belgian Chamber of Representatives on 
the same, can be seen at the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, between the hours of 
11 and 5. 


FRANCE. 
Customs Decisions, 


According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce ” 
for July 18 last it has been decided that copper wire, tinned, will 
pay the sam@duty us copper wire, plain, the amount of tin used 
being so minute. 

From the same source it appears that salicylate of soda will 
pay the tax on alcoholic consumption on the basis of 75 centilitres 
of alcohol for 1 kilog. of salicylate, that being the proportion of 
alcohol present. 


FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND. 
Commercial Agreement. 


With reference to the France-Swiss Commercial agreement, the 
French tariff changes resulting from this convention having been 
already published on pp. 163-167 of the August number of the 
“Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch, dated August 12 last, 
has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John, 
Her Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary at Berne, in which attention 
is drawn to the statement in the Federal Message to the Cham- 
bers convoked to discuss and sanction the agreement, that it in 
no wise partakes of the character of a treaty of fixed duration, 
but a“ modus vivendi” terminable by either party at any time. 
By its provisions all French products will enter Switzerland on 
the basis of the “Tarif d’usage,” and the certificates of origin 
which ever since the commercial rupture with France have been 
required to accompany goods from other countries will no longer 
be necessary. 

Swiss products generally will enter France on the basis of the 
“Tarif minimum,” which is reduced in favour of certain articles, 
A list of the articles in question has been already published on 
pp. 163-166 of the August number of the “Board of Trade 
Journal.” 
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A further despatch, dated August 17th, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John to the effect that the 
Franco-Swiss commercial arrangement has been accepted in both 
Chambers of the Swiss Legislature by overwhelming majorities. 


SWITZERLAND. 
Certificates of Origin. 

A notification has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Foreign Office to the effect that the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs is informed that certificates of origin are no longer 
required for merchandise exported to Switzerland. 


SPAIN. 
New Council of Customs and Tariff. 

A despatch, dated 26th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting copy and summary of two 
Royal decrees which have appeared in the Gazette, providing 
for the institution of a new Council under the name of the 
“Council of Customs and Tariffs.” This Council is to act as a 
consultative body to advise Government on matters relating to 
the tariff and to the commercial relations between Spain and 
foreign powers; and it is to succeed to the functions of the 
Commission appointed in 1892 for the consideration of the bases 
of the commercial treaties, and also to those of the Committee 
of Tariffs and Appraisements known as the Junta de Aranceles 
y Valuaciones, both of which are suppressed by the decree in 
question. 

Certificates of Origin. 

With reference to the notification on p. 53 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” for July last, a telegram has been received at the 
Foreign Office, on the 25th August, from Sir H. Drummond 
Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, stating that the 
operation of a Royal Order establishing important modifications 
in the regulations of Article 12 of the tariff respecting certificates 
of origin in the direction specified in the notification referred to 
above has been postponed to the 31st of October, so as to give 
ample time for the study and discussion of the matter. 


Modification of Import Duties. 

According to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce ” 
the import duty on vaseline, raw natural petroleum, and raw oils 
derived from schist, 1s raised from 25 to 30 pesetas per 100 kilo- 

mes. Moreover the import duty on benzine, gasoline, petro- 
leum, and other mineral oils rectified, is increased by 2 pesetas, and 
is therefore at the rate of 42 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes. 
There is, in addition, a special surtax of 1 peseta per 1,000 kilos. 


| 
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levied on the importation of mineral coal and coke, except in 
the case of those articles which are intended for use in the 
metallurgical industries. 


New Pilotage and Mooring Rules of Malaqu. 


With reference to the notice on p. 173 of the August number 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” the following is a translation 
of the new pilotage and mooring rules of the Port of Malaga, 
enclosed in the communication from Mr. Charles Cowan, Acting 
British Consul at Malaga, dated July 30th last. 


Port of Malaga. —Rules. 


Drawn up by a committee of shipowners and agents convened 
at the office of the Captain of the Port, and under his presidency, 
as provided in paragraph 17 of the Royal Order of March 11, 
1886, and with the alterations alluded to in paragraphs 6 and 7 
of the Royal Order of March 3, 1887, for the purpose of con- 
solidating and making clear the various rules and regulations as 
hitherto observed, without alteration of the tariff in force. 


Tariffs. 
Pilotage. Mooring. 
Applicable to the vessels of all nationalities, excepting such as 


are designated in the following rules and regulations, or are 
exempted under the Royal Order of March 11, 1886. 


Pilotage. 
Tonnage. Morsom System. 
Inwards, Outwards. 
From | To 
Tons Tons. Pesetas Pesetas 

51 100 16 6 
101 200 17 7 
201 300 18 7 
301 400 19 8 
401 500 20 8 
501 600 21 9 
601 700 22 9 
701 800 23 10 
801 900 24 10 
901 1,000 25 
1,001 1,100 26 12 
1,101 1,200 27 12 
1,201 1,300 28 13 
1,301 1,400 29 13 
1,401 1,500 30 14 
1,501 1,600 31 14 
1,601 1,700 32 15 
1,701 1,800 33 15 
1,801 1,900 34 16 
1,901 2,000 35 17 


~ Exceeding 2,000 tons, 1 peseta in addition for every 100 tons, both for inwards 
and for outwards. 
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Pilotage Rules and Regulations, 


1, Vessels of all nationalities under 50 tons are exempted from 
compulsory pilotage. 

2. For the pilot service of this port there will be a senior pilot 
and seven mooring pilots, the only ones duly authorised to carry 
out and intervene in the operations of mooring, unmooring, or 
of changes of berths within the port. 

3. Pilots will board and leave vessels at a distance of one mile 
from the outside buoy marking the direction of the port walls 
under construction; on entering the harbour the duties of the 
pilot do not cease until he has left the vessel moored. 

4. Should captains of vessels request the pilot’s assistance 
outside of tne limit, and weather and circumstances permit board- 
ing or coming alongside, for such assistance there will be an extra 
charge of 25 per cent. in addition to the usual pilotage. 

In bad weather pilots will take up a position showing channel 
between extreme outward points of entrance. 

5. Request for attendance of outward pilot must be left at the 
office of the Captain of the Port. 

6. Pilot boats are painted black with a white band, carry a 
white flag with P in blue by day, at night a lantern (natural 
light) and mooring pilots a lantern (red light). 

7. The pilot once on board and in charge is responsible for 
any damages or mishaps which may occur through ignorance or 
malice, to be adjudicated in accordance with Art. 16 of the 
Royal Order, March 11, 1886. 

8. If the pilot buards a vessel on the representation of the 
master that the said vessel is in possession of a clean bill of 
health, and should such representations prove inexact and the 
vessel be ordered away by the health officer to perform 
quarantine at a lazaretto, the vessel will not only be liable for 
the maintenance of the pilot, but will also have to pay him the 
sum of ten pesetas daily while absent from his duty, and in the 
event of proceeding from quarantine to any other port but 
Malaga will be liable as well for the return expenses of the 
pilot to Malaga. If not sent to lazaretto but placed under 
observation at this port, the pilot, in addition to his maintenance 
while on board the vessel, will also be entitled to receive from 
the vessel, consignees, or owners, the sum of five pesetas daily 
until the vessel is released ; this will not apply to cases in which 
the pilot by his own act has been compelled to remain on board. 

9. Once the pilot is on board and detained there by stress of 
weather or analogous circumstances, he is entitled to mess as an 
officer. 

10. All vessels on approaching port should hoist the flag for 
a pilot, as, whether they take a pilot or not, the pilotage dues 


are oblivatory. 


11. Pilots besides being in uniform will have with them a 
copy of their appointment by the Captaincy of the Port. 


ti 
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12, Should the Capiain of the Port, for want of room inside the 
harbour or for other causes, decide that the vesse! must anchor 
outside, he will provide the pilot with written instructions to 
that effect, which will be shown to the master of such vessel, 
and if after this she enters port she will be subject to Rule 
No, 14 of these regulations. 

13. Vessels anchoring outside and engaging in loading or 
unloading will pay inward pilotage only; if they call off for 
orders only they are exempt from pilotage charges. 

14. If a vessel by orders of the sanitary authorities has to 
anchor outside and afterwards comes iato port she will only be 
liable for an additional 50 per cent. to her ordinary pilotage. 

15. Vessels having on board cargo of an explosive or 
dangerous nature will anchor outside in the position designated 
by the pilot, who acts under instructions from the Captain of the 
Port. 

16. No boats are to be allowed to come alongside or person to 
board the vessels until she has been duly admitted to pratique. 


Mooring Rules. 


1. Pilots of this port captaincy are the parties authorised and 
pee: responsible for the moorings and unmoorings, recovering for 
such operations the dues marked in the first column. 

2. Masters of vessels who employ their own boats and men, 
will only pay under the first column and nothing under the 
second column. 

3. Consignees and owners who have hitherto been permitted 
to employ their own overseers in these operations are permitted 
to continue in the enjoyment of that privilege, with the under- 
standing, however, that they are prohibited from exacting any 
other Ae for such services than those marked in the second 
column ; said overseers, moreover, must be furnished with a 
document of authority from the Captaincy of the Port in 
permission of the same. 

4. Vessels arriving to order will be served by pilots only. 
Under this head will be comprehended all vessels which on the 
pilot boarding cannot then inform him to whom they are 
consigned. 

5. Vessels liable for inward and outward pilotages are 
exempted from column one of the tariff of mooring charges, 

6. All movements of vessels, within the radius, of over 50 tons 
that are not carried out under the immediate direction or super- 
vision of the Captain of the Port must be carried out under that 
of the, or a, pilot, subject to the corresponding rates of the tariff. 

7. The mooring of foreign vessels of under 50 tons in special 
—— as ordered by the health officer must be effected under 
the direction of the mooring pilot at the minimum rate of the 
tariffs. 

8. No vessel is allowed to moor, unmoor, or change her-berth 
unless authorised by the Captain of the Port. 

88601. 
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General Instructions, 


1. All vessels exempted from the rules who may require the 
services of pilots of the port will be subject to the tariff for the 
same. 

2. Any infraction of these rules and tariffs by pilots or by 
masters of vessels will be reported to the Captain of the Port, who 
will apply the necessary remedy and correction, which in cases of 
minor importance shall consist of fines of from 25 up to 100 


tas, 

3. The order and arrangement with regard to the berthing and 
hauling alongside quays will be the same as that established by 
the Captaincy of the Port in accordance with the decisions agreed 
upon at the meetings of the Committees of Commerce and of the 
port works, who have decided that the same may be subject to 
alteration or variation as the work of construction of the port and 
ve progresses, until the completion of the work and delivery of 
the same. 


Sparw.—Porto Rico. 


Modification of the Tax on Petroleum. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 9th August, 
encloses copy and translation of a Royal Decree which has 
appeared in the “ Officiel Gazette,’ modifying the system of 
collecting the tax on petroleum and suppressing the stamp tax 
on matches and match boxes in Porto Rico. 

The following is the translation in question :— 

Art. 1, The agreement approved by the Royal Order of 
August 27, 1894, with the petroleum refinery of “ Cataiio,” 
established in Porto Rico, is hereby annulled with all its pro- 
visions. 

Art. 2. The special tax imposed on the fabrication and con- 
sumption of petroleum by Art. X. of the Budget law of the said 
Island of August 6, 1893, shall be collected by the Treasury 
direct from the refineries of petroleum, and in the Custom House 
at its importation. The Customs duties shall be collected in the 
same manner and at the same rate as heretofore. 

Art. 3. The Intendencia shali make proper arrangements for 
the collection of the special tax on fabrication and consumption 
(of petroleum) to which the aforesaid refinery and the others of 
the Island will become liable; and to this purpose the necessary 
valuation shall be proceeded with in due and legal form, imme- 
diately on the publication in the Island of the present Royal 
Decree. The Intendencia shall proceed with the liquidation of 
the aforesaid refinery on the day after the notification of the 
provision for the annulment and close of the agreement. 

Art, 4. The stamp tax on the consumption and manufacture: 
of matches and match-boxes, established by Art. XI. of the Budget 
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law of Porto Rico of July 11, 1894, is hereby annulled; and 
consequently the agreement stipulated for its collection, approved 
by Royal Order of J uly 21, 1894, and made public on the 26th 
of that month, ceases legally. 

The Intendencia de Hacienda shall proceed with the necessary 
liquidation in the case of the firm affected, after the due and legal 
notification of the annulment of the said contract. 

Art. 5. The Minister of the Colonies is empowered to. issue 
such regulations as are required for compliance with this Decre2. 


ITALy. 


Regulations for Vessels entering fortified harbours in time of war. 

A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Foreign Office, dated 26 August last, enclosing copy of a note from 
the Italian Ambassador transmitting a Royal Decree, No. 322, 
regulating the entrance of vessels int» fortified harbours of Italy 
in time of war. The following is a translation of the Royal 
Decree in question, dated April 21, 1895 :— 

Art. 1. Every vessel, whether Italian or foreign, and whether 
a war-ship or a merchant vessel, when approaching a fortified 
harbour by day, in time of war, must hoist her flag, and may not 
come within the radius of artillery fire without special leave from 
the commandant of the fortress. 

In case this rule be disregarded, the nearest fort shall give an 
intimation to retire or stop by firing a blank charge; should this 
warning not suffice, the same fort shall, after two minutes, fire a 
charge with ball across her bows, without striking her, and if the 
-vessel should even then not stop or retire, the battery shall open 
fire upon her, 

In case there are urgent reasons, the first warning may be made 
by firing a charge with ball across the vessel’s bows, thus omitting 
the blank charge, 

Art. 2. Every merchant vessel, whether Italian or belonging to 
an allied state, and every neutral vesse], whether of war or commerce, 
wishing to make the harbour by day, in time of war, must stop 
outside the radius of guns of the forts as far as may be possible, 
while allowing the signals to be visible, and must give her name 
and the signal for a pilot, in order to indicate in this way to the: 
semaphore of the place her intention of entering. 

The vessel will then wait for the official whom the Command- 
ant will send on board to identify, visit, and authorise her, if 
advisable, to enter the harbour, as well as to lead her to her 
anchorage or have her led thither by a pilot for the purpose. 

Art. 3._The Commandant of the fortress, whenever he does 
not think fit to accede to this request to enter formulated as in 
the preceding Article, or when the state of the weather prevents 
him from sending to identify the vessel, will order. the semaphore 
to answer the request with the signal “No,” to intimate to her 
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that her entrance is prohibited; and, if she does not then retire, 
the warnings described in Article 1 are proceeded with. 

Art. 4. It is the duty of the Commandant of tke place to 
judge in each individual case as to the advisability of granting to 
vessels described in Article 2 permission to enter the harbour, or 
to anchor within gunshot of the batteries. He may refer the 
matter to the Ministry under special circumstances. In no case 
are neutral war-ships or merchant vessels allowed to anchor or to 
come within the prohibited lines inside the harbour. 

Art. 5. In time of war it is absolutely prohibited, both by day 
and by night, for any boat belonging to a private individual, or 
for the boats belonging to neutral war-ships, to move about 
within the area of the harbour of the fortress or within the radius 
of its guns. 

‘Neutrai war-ships and merchant vessels which are anchored in 
a fortified harbour may communicate with land by day only, 
obeying, at the same time, the rules laid down for the purpose by 
the Commandant. In cases of urgency they may communicate 
with the land by night by means of a boat belonging to the 
«fortress, which they can ask for by means of a signal established 
for the purpose by the Commandant of the place. 

Art. 6. At night none of the vessels indicated in Article 2 may 
-enter a fortified harbour, nor may they come within range of the 
guns of coast-defence works. 

On receiving the intimation described in Article 1 they must 
retire immediately. 

Art. 7. Special rules will be laid down for war-ships or auxiliary 
vessels belonging either to Italy or allied Powers, and for vessels 
or boats intended for local military service, or for the service of 
war-ships or auxiliary vessels belonging to Italy or allied Powers, 

- which may be anchored in the place. ' 

Art. 8. The following are fortified harbours :—Vado, Savona, 
Genoa, Spezia, Monte Augentario (Talomone, Porto S. Stefano), 
Gaeta, La Magdalena, and the adjacent islands and coast of 
Sardinia, Messina, and the anchorages on both sides of the Straits 
‘Taranto, Ancona, Venice, and the anchorages of the Lagoon. 

Art. 9. Whenever the above places have to be put on a war 

footing, the Commandants thereof, whenever circumstances 

demand it, shall intimate to the vessels then anchored within the 
defended zones, which are affected by the regulations laid down 
in the preceding Articles, to leave their moorings accordingly. 

Vessels receiving an order to put out to sea are obliged to 
‘retire outside the range of the guns of the batteries within 12 
-hours from the arrival of the notification on board. Every 
possible facility compatible with the safety of the place will be 
given to vessels which are not in a condition to go to sea. 

To execute this order the Commandants of the place may take 
all the means required by the urgency of the case. 

Art. 10. The Royal Decree of the 27th November 1887, 
No. 5099, third series, regulating the entrance of vessels into 


Sept. 1895.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. .297 


fortified ports, and their stay in such ports and off coasts defended 
by marine fortifications, is hereby repealed. 

A Regulation signed by Minister of Marine will provide for 
the application of the present Decree. 


Importation of Ham and Bacon, 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. Charles A. Payton, Her Majesty’s Consul at Genoa, 
enclosing copy of a circular from the Ministry of the Interior 
which declares that the flesh of swine salted, smoked, or in other 
manner prepared for preservation, coming from France or from 
Denmark, may in future be introduced into Italy, if accompanied 
by a certificate from the competent foreign authorities provin 
that such flesh has been submitted to sanitary inspection = 
recognised as sound. 


GREECE. 


Greek Currant Law. 


With reference to the new Greek Currant Bill, the Articles of 
which were published zn extenso in the “ Board of Trade Journal” 
for August, a despatch, dated 27th August last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Athens, in which he reports that a Royal Decree 
published in the Greek “ Official Gazette” of the 26th August 
last, puts the said Bill in force from the 28th August last. 

The Decree requires the exporter of currants to state in his 
declaration of exportation whether he pays in money or in kind 
the portion of the tax with regard to which that option is allowed 
him by Article LI. of this law. 


Morocco, 
Exportation of Bones, 


A. report, dated 24th August last, has been received from 
Mr. Herbert E. White, Her Majesty’s Consul at Tangier, 
stating that the Administrators of Customs have received orders 
from the Sultan to allow the exportation of bones from the ports 
of Morocco during a period of 90 days, commencing from the 
20th September next. 


Regulations for Foreign Vessels calling at Moorish Ports. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade 
from the Foreign Office, dated 8th August last, transmitting copy 
of a document signed by the representatives of foreign powers at 
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Tangier, with reference to regulations for foreign vessels calling 
at ports in Morocco. 

The fellowing is a translation of the document in question :-—— 

The foreign representatives having inquired into the proposals 
submitted to them by Sid el Hadj Abdulcrim Brisha, in the name 
of His Shereefian Majesty, have decided to give the following 
instructions to their respective Consuls in Moorish ports :— 

1. That the captain of every vessel putting into a Moorish 
port shall remit the bill of lading to the Customs authorities 
within 24 hours of arrival and departure. 

The manifest of the export cargo must bear the consular seal, 
according to the treaties. 

2. That the Customs authorities shall have power to send a 
representative on the arrival or departure of every boat, in order 
to search for contraband; and they shall be equally authorised 
to set a watch on board at the time of shipping or landing of 

oods, 
' 3. At the loading of a vessel, the captain will remit to the 
master of the lighter a document showing the number cf packages 
received. 

At the discharging, the captain of the vessel will make a list in 
duplicate of the packages discharged into each lighter. These 
lists shall be signed by him and by the master of the lighter, who 
will remit one to the Customs authorities, the other remaining in 
possession of the captain of the vessel. 

On account of the difficulties presented by this mode of pro- 
cedure in bad weather, and especially in the ports of Laraiche, 
Rabat, and Saffi, where the state of the sea often obliges ships to 
complete their operations with all possible speed, these stipulations 
will not be enforced in cases of necessity. 


UNITED STATES. 


Customs Decisions, 


The following decisions respecting the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in the 
‘Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of the 
United States, have recently been given by the Customs autho- 
rities in that country :— 

Bath brick is assessed for duty at 30 per cent. under paragraph 
86, Act of August, 1594. 

Musical instruments—mechanical singing birds are dutiable at 
25 per cent. ad valorem, in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 326} of the Act of August, 1894, for musical instrv- 
ments. 

Oil and water colours in pans and tubes are to pay duty at 
25 per cent. under paragraph 48, Act of August, 1894. 

“ Nucao butter” is assessed for duty as “cocoa butterine” at 
34 cents a pound under paragraph 230, Act of August, 1894. 


Sept. 1895.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 299 


Chrome iron (unwrought metal) is dutiable under section 3, 
Act of August, 1894, at 20 per cent. 

Steel umbrella handles are assessed with duty under paragraph 
1554, Act of August, 1894, at 50 per cent. 

Dressed sonal tongued and grooved, are to pay duty at 20 
per cent. under section 3. 

Manicure scissors are assessed for duty at 45 per cent. under 
paragraph 140 of the Act of August, 1894, as scissors. 

Tarpaulins are dutiable at 35 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 277, Act of August 28th, 1894. - 

Wool-knit underwear and hose are assessed for duty at 50 per 
cent. ad valorem under paragraph 285. 

Terra-cotta figures are to pay duty under paragraph 86, for 
articles composed of an earthen substance, at the rate of 30 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Ladies’ gloves (so-called chamois) are dutiable at 1.75 dols. 
per dozen pairs under paragraph 347, 

Ruled music paper is assessed for duty at 25 per cent. under 
paragraph 311, Act of 1894. 

Paper for manufacture of paper hangings is dutiable at 20 per 
cent. under paragraph 310, Act of 1894. 


Unitep States.—-San Satvapor. 
Abrogation of Commercial Treaty. 

The “ Journal Officiel” states that by a decree of the Govern- 
ment of San Salvador of the 10th June last, the commercial 
treaty of the 30th December 1891 between that country and the 
United States has just been denounced; consequently products 
of the United States will no longer have free entry into Salvador 
as granted by that treaty, but will be liable to pay duties 
according to the tariff. 


UrRvuauay, 


Customs Regulations at Montevideo, 


A despatch, dated the 13th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Walter Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Montevideo, eticlosing a translation taken from the ‘“ Monte- 
video Times,” of a Decree, in virtue of which the masters of all 
vessels entering that port, or their agents, are compelled to hand 
in to the authorities additional manifests. The following is the 
translation in question :— 

Art. 1. From July 20th, 1895, every steam or sailing vessel 
entering the port, either from abroad or from any part of the rivers, 
.and whether under the national or a foreign flag, shall present, 
together with the documents established by existing Jaws and 
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regulations, un additional manifest, separate and on common 
(unstamped) paper, in which ‘shall be exactly stated the effective 
cargo brought for discharge in this port. 

Art. 2. A similar obligation holds for the captains and agents 
or consignees of every vessel leaving the port of Montevideo from 
the afore-mentioned date, with relation to the cargo effectively 
received in this port, for whatever destination. 

Art. 3. The additional manifests referred to in the preceding 
articles must be presented by the captains, agents, consignees, or 
other representatives, simultaneously with the manifest exacted 
by law from the agents on entering or despatching a veszel, for 
which purpose the Custom-house will supply the necessary 
forms. 

Art. 4. Ncn-compliance with this disposition shall give right 
to suspension of the passage (‘ramitacion) of the papers presented 
for the entrance or despatch of the vessel, and if after the addi- 
tional manifests have been presented the declarations made therein 
should be found to be false, the authors shall be subject to the 
responsibilities and penalties established by the laws and regu- 
lations in force. 

Art. 5. The Director-General* is charged with exacting the 
faithful compliance of this Decree, and equally with the formation 
of the tables and general statements showing the movement of 
effective embarkation and discharge in this port, forwarding the 
same in due time to the Ministry of Finance. 


BritisH Inp1a. 
Tariff Changes. 


In exercise of the powers conferred by section 22 of the Sea 
Customs Act (VIII. of 1878), and in supersession of the tariff 
values assigned to medio twist and yarn in No. 44 of Schedule 
IV. ({mport Tariff) of the Indian Tariff Act, 1894, the Governor- 
General in Council is pleased to direct that the said twist and 
yarn shall be assessed to import duty on the tariff values assigned 
in the said No. 44 of Schedule 1V. to mule and water twist and 

arn. 
‘ In exercise of the power conferred by section 23 of the Sea 
Customs Act (VIII. of 1878), the Governor-General in Council 
is pleased to exempt from the import duty leviable thereon under 
No. 68 of Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff Act (VIII. of 1894), 
as amended by Act XVI. of 1894, all second-hand or used 
gunny bags imported into British India. 

In exercise of the power conferred by section 23 of the Sea 
Customs Act, VIII. of 1878, the Governor-General in Council 
is pleased to exempt from the whole of the Customs duty in 


* The Decree does not say whether of Customs or of Statistics, but the former 
is presumed. 
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excess of one half per centum leviable thereon on importation 
into British India, all dyed or coloured cotton twist and yarn of 
count number 20 and lower counts, 


CANADA, 


Amendment of Customs Tariff. 


By an Act entitled “Act to Amend the Customs Tariff, 
1894,” assented to 22nd July 1895, published in a supplement to 
the “ Canada Gazette” of August 3rd, 1895, certain alterations 
are made in the Customs tariff of 1894. 

In Schedule A of the tariff the following items, with their 
tariff numbers are those in which alterations have been made ; the 


duties in force in 1894 being noted side by side for purposes of 
comp :rison 


| 
Tariff 
No. 


Item. 


| 1895. 


1894, 


Spirituous or alcoholic liquors, distilled from 
any material, or containing or compounded 
from or with distilled spirits of any kind, 
and any mixture thereof with water, for 
every gallon thereof of the strength of proof, 
and when of a greater strength than that of 
proof, at the same rate on the increased 
quantity that there would be if the liquors 
were reduced to the strength of proof. 
When the liquors are of a less strength than 
that of proof, the duty shall be at a rate 
herein provided, but computed on a reduced 
quantity of the liquors in proportion to the 
lesser degree of strength; provided, how- 
ever, that no reduction in quantity shall be 
computed or made on any Jiquors below the 
strength of 15 per cent. under proof, but all 
such liquors shall be computed..as of the 
strength of 15 per cent. under proof, as 
follows : — 

(a.) Ethyl alcohol, or the substance com- 
monly known as alcohol, hydrated 
oxide of ethyl or spirits of wine ; gin of 
all kinds, not elsewhere specified ; rum, 
whisky, and all spirituous or alcoholic 
liquors, n.0.p.; amyl alcohol or fusel 
oil, or any substance known as potuto 
spirit or potato oil; methyl alcohol, 
wood alcohol, wood naphtha, pyroxylic 
spirit or any substance known as wood 
spirit or methylated spirits, absinthe, 
arrack or palm spirit, brandy, including 
artificial brandy and imitations of bran- 
dy ; cordials and liqueurs of all kinds, 
not elsewhere specified ; mescal, pulque, 
rum shrub, Schiedam and other 
schnapps; tafia, angostura, and similar 
alcoholic bitters or beverages per gallon 


$2°25 


$2°12$ 
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Tariff 
No. 


Items, 


1895. 


1894, 


152 
392 


393 


394 


396 


387 


Spirituous or alcoholic liquors, &e.—cont. 

(b.) Spirits ond strong waters of any 
kind, mixed with any ingredient or in- 
gredients, as being or known or desig- 
nated as anodynes, -elixirs, essences, 
extracts, lotions, tincture, or medicines, 
not elsewhere specified per gallon 

and ad val. 

(c.) Alcoholic perfumes and perfumed 
spirits, bay rum, Cologne and laven- 
der waters, hair, tooth, and skin 
washes, and other toilet preparations 
containing spirits of any kind, when 
in bottles, flasks, or other packages, 
containing more than 4 ozs. each, per 

gallon 
and ad val. 

(d.) Nitrous ether, sweet spirits of nitre, 
and aromatic spirits of ammonia, per 

gallon 
and ad val. 

(e.) Vermouth containing not more than 
30 per cent.,and ginger wine containin, 
not mere than ~ per cent. of proo 
spirits - - per gallon 

If containing more than these per- 
centages respectively of proof spirits 
per gallon 
Condensed milk - - per lb. 
Biscuits of all kinds, not sweetened - ad val. 
Do. sweetened - ad val. 
Fruits in air-tight cans or other packages, 
the weight on which duty shall be payable 
to include the an a of the cans or other 
packages - per lb. 
Fruits preserved in ‘brandy or preserved in 
other Spirits - - per gallon 
Jellies, jams, and preserves, nes. - per lb. 
Paints and colours, ground in spirits, and all 
spirit varnishes and lacquers + per gallon 
All sugar above No, 16 Dutch standard in 
colour, and all refined sugars of whatever 
kinds, grades, or standards - per lb, 
Sugar, not elsewhere specified, not above No. 
16 Dutch standard in colour, sugar drainings, 
or pumpings drained in transit, melado or 
concentrated melado, tank bottoms and sugar 
concrete, the usval packages in which im- 
ported to befree - - - per lb. 
Glucose or grape sugar, glucose syrup and 
corn syrup, or any all containing any 
admixture thereof - - per lb. 
Sugar candy, brown or white, and confection- 
ery, including sweetened gums, candied 
peel, and pop-corn - - perlb. 
and ad val. 


$2°25 
30 per cent. 


$2°25 
40 per cent. 


$2°25 
30 per cent. 


$0°80 ec. 


$2°25 
3} cents 
25 per cent. 


2} cents 


3} cents 


$1-123 


cents 


cent 
1} cents 


$ cent 
35 per cent. 


= and molasses of all kinds, n.o.p., the 
product of the sugar-cane or beet root, not | 
elsewhere specified, and all imitations thereof, 
or substitutes therefor —- - per lb. | 


| Molasses produced in the process of the 
‘ manufacture of cane sugar from the juice 


4 cent 


274 per cent. 


$2°123 
30 per cent. 


$2°124 
40 per cent. 


$2°124 
30 per cent. 


$0°75 


$2°12! 
3 cents 


per cent. 


2 cents 


3 cents 


$1-°00 


cents 


1 cent 


35 per cent. 
ad val. 


| 

| = 
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Tariff 
No. Item. 1894, 1894. 


of the cane, when imported in the original 
ckages from the district where produced 
in the cowntry where the cane was grown, 
and which has not been subjected to any 
process of treating or mixture after leaving 
the country from which originally shipped, 
the packages in which imported, when of 
wood, to be free. 
(a.) Testing by polariscope, 40 degrees or 
over - - - per gallon 1} cents 1} cents 
(6.) When testing by polariscope, less 
than 40 degrees, and not less than 
35 degrees - per gallon » 
and, in addition thereto, for each 
degree or fraction of a degree less than 
40 degrees - pergallon| 1 cent 1 cent 


| 


~ Schedule A to the Customs Tariff, 1894, is further amended by 
inserting the following items therein :— 


199a | Salmon, fresh, not elsewhere specified, provided 
that such salmon nay be imported free of dut 
upon proclamation ofthe Governor in Council, 
which may be issued whenever it appears 
to his satisfaction that fresh salmon may be 
imported into the United States from Canada 
free of duty - perlb.| cent 
862a | Sawn boards, planks or deals, planed or 
dressed on one or both sides, when the edges 
thereof are jointed or tongued and grooved, 
provided that such lumber may be imported 
free of duty upon proclamation of the 
Governor in Council, which may be issued | 
whenever it appears to his satisfaction that 
| 


similar lumber in Canada may be imported 
into the United States freeofduty - adval.| 25 per cent. | 


Item 708 of the Customs Tariff, 1894, which provided for the 
free admission of “ sugar, not elsewhere specified, not above No. 
“ 16 Dutch standard in colour, sugar drainings or pumpings drained 
“ in transit, melado or concentrated melado, tank bottoms and 
* sugar concrete,” is repealed, and as will be seen by reference 
above to No, 392, such articles will now be liable to a duty of 


4 cent. per lb. 
The Act shall be held to have come into force on May 3, 1895. 


Carr or Goop Horr. 
Customs Notice. 

The “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for August 6 
last publishes the following Customs notice by the Collector of 
Customs :—- 

“In the course of examination by the Customs of goods im- 
ported through the Post Office, it has been found that, in many 
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inatances, the values, as entered on the forms or labels (Customs 
declaration) attached to the parcels by the seniers are greatly 
understated—the impression prevailing that the cost of the 
materials alone from which the goods are made up need be 
entered. 

“It is therefore hereby notified that the Customs laws of the 
colony require the full true current value of goods, including the 
cost of manufacture or making up, to be entered—that is to say, 
the true public selling price in the open market of the goods in 
the condition, as merchandise, in which they are imported, and 
that, under the Post Office Act Amendment Act of 1895, all 
goods, wares, or merchandise contained in any packet imported 
by Parcels Post and found not to agree with the value entered 
on the above-mentioned form or label are liable to forfeiture.” 


Vicrorta (AUSTRALIA). 
Tariff Decisions. 


The following decisions, affecting the classification of articles in 
the Customs tariff of Victoria, have recently been given by the 
Customs authorities in that Colony :— ' 

Bandeaux-jet is dutiabie at 10 per cent. ad valorem as fancy 

oods, 
‘ Buckles and clasps (fancy) for apparel are assessed for duty as 
fancy goods at 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Cases, drawing (children’s), when in fancy forms, such as tennis 
bats, ladders, &c., containing lead pencils, penholders, eraser, and 
drawing pins, are to pay duty at the rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem 
as fancy goods. 

Drugs, &c., viz. :— 

Hypnal, migranin, and phenosaty, not being in chemical 
combination, are dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Wine of cod-liver oil, with peptinate of iron (“ Stearn’s”), to 
pay duty at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Elevators (gown) are dutiable as “fancy goods” at 10 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Grape strippers and crushers are assessed for duty at 20 per 
cent. ad valorem as “ agricultural implements.” 

Hair Restorers.—On and after the 21st February 1895, duty 
will be charged at the rate of 15s. per gallon on all compounds 
and liquids containing spirits exceeding the strength of proof by 
Sykes’ hydrometer, provided that the duty on any such goods 
which the Collector of Customs is satisfied have been actually 
ordered before this date may be collected in accordance with the 
existing decisions. 

Lavatories (combined athena) of metal or wood and earthen- 
ware are to pay duty at 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Furniture polish—“ Adams’” is dutiable as “furniture oil or 
paste” at 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
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Thimbles— 
Gold, are dutiable at 8s. per ounce. 
Plated or mixed metals, of two or more metals, are. dutiable 
at 35 per cent. ad valorem, 
Silver, are assessed for duty at the rate of 2s. per ounce. 
Tricopherous, “ Barry’s,” is to pay duty at 15s. per gallon as 


spirits.” 
The following articles are free of duty :— 
and slops, minor articles for— 
uckles, clasps, buttons and fasteners, with or without 
split rings, or fasteners for same, and not being jewellery 
or fancy buckles or clasps. 
Bassara ale, an extract stated to be similar to “ Hine’s Root 
Beer Extract.” 
Drugs, &c. (when not recommended), viz. :— 
Agathin, 
Alumnol, 
Antipyrin, 
Benzosal, 
Dermatol, 
Formol, 
Todapyrin, 
Lonetin, 
Methylene Blue, 
Phenyl Urethane, - 
uberculin, 
Tumenol, 
Urethane, 
Instruments or appliances, surgical, viz. :— 
Motor, electro, for dental purposes. 
Pilules of sugar starch, &c. (unmedicated). 
Powder, liquorice (in bulk), for manufacturing confectionery, 
and not being “ compound liquorice powder.” 
Sugar of milk (sac lac) powder, pure, used in dispensing. 
Tools of trade (not being machines)— 
Scrapers, pig. 


> Ingredients in chemical combination. 
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XVIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Tue Herring TRADE IN Russia. 


A despatch, dated ‘the 11th August, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. E, F. G. Law, Commercial Attaché to 
Her Majesty’s Embassy at St. Petersburg, on the subject of the 
herring trade in Russia. Mr. Law states that, by an Imperial 
decree of July 17th, the official inspection and marking of herrings 
imported at the port of St. Petersburg will cease to be obligatory. 
The inspecting staff and arrangements for giving an official certifi- 
cate of the quality of the fish will, however, be maintained for the 
benefit of those importers who may consider that such certificates 
facilitate sales. The decree states ‘tkat this is but a temporary 
measure, the advantage of which will be decided by experience. 

There is great competition in the Russian market between 
Scotch and Norwegian herrings, and it is stated that the former 
are placed at some disadvantage by the system of obligatory 
inspection, the Scotch fish being more delicate, and frequently 
suffering in hot weather from the opening of the barrels and other 
operations entailed by the process of inspection. Further, by a 
curious anomaly, the official examination was limited to importa- 
tions through St. Petersburg, the chief market for Scotch fish, 
which, being of higher quality and price than the Norwegian, 
would naturally find its best market in the capital. 

The following table shows the growing importance of the foreign 
herring trade in Russia, and also that during the last 10 years 
the importation of Norwegian fish has increased in greater pro- 
portion than that of Scotch fish, ‘The trade is necessarily a 
varying one, being dependent on such changeable circumstances as 
the comparative takes of the Scotch, the Norwegian, and the 
Caspian fisheries, also on the productiveness of the Russian cereal 
harvest, and its effect on the price of bread in Russia. 


Barrels Imported. 

Years, 

Scotch. Norwegian. Total. 
1885 44,133 10,462 54,595 
1886 40,120 7,607 47,727 
1887 36,948 17,620 54,568 
1888 45,964 8,424 54,389 
1889 38,405 52,827 91,233 
1890 45,854 3,456 49,310 
1891 50,094 3,087 53,181 
1892 48,593 24,280 72,873 
1893 51,594 20,333 71,927 
1894 64,116 28,588 92,704 


Sept. 1895.] EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC. REPORTS. 307 


New SteamMsuie CoMPANY ON THE DNIEPER. 


A report, dated 3rd August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. G. Mackie, Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at Odessa, stating that, according to newspaper 
reports, a new Russian steamship company is about to be estab- 
lished at Ekaterinoslav, where the necessary capital has already 
been raised. The steamers of this company, which is to be called 
the “Dnieper Steamship Company, for passenger and goods 
traffic,” will ply along the river Dnieper, between Kieff, 
Krementchug, and Ekaterinoslav. 

As soon as the sanction of the Minister of Finance has been 
obtained for the establishment of the above company, steamers 
specially constructed tc meet the requirements of the service, 
will, it is said, be ordered in England and Norway. It is also 
intended to purchase steamers from private firms in Odessa or 
elsewhere for maintaining the traffic pending the arrival of the 
new steamers. 


‘Tue Port or SEVASTOPOL. 


A report, dated 12th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. G, Mackie, Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at Odessa, stating that, by an Imperial Ukase, 
dated July 13/25, it has been decreed that Sevastopol will 
remain open as a commercial port for four years ending Septem- 
ber 1/18, 1899, when it will be transferred to the exclusive use 
of the naval authorities. 

The following is a translation of the Ukase referred to :— 

1. The final transfer of the South Bay, as also of the whole of 
Sevastopol harbour, to the exclusive use of the naval authorities is 
hereby appointed to take place on September 1/13, 1899, leaving 
however, that part of Sevastopol harbour to the west of a line 
drawn from the Cape on which stood battery No. 4, to Cape 
Paul, and thence to where stood the old dockyard on the shore of 
the South Bay, still open after that date to local shipping. 

2. The Minister of Ways and Communications is (a) to arrange 
that the port of Theodosia be provided by that date with all the 
constructions necessary for carrying on the export trade from that 
port, and (2) in concert with the departments concerned to select 
either the Artillery or the Quarantine Bay for local trade at 
Sevastopol, and to do what is necessary to render the bay selected 
ready for coasting traffic by that date. 


Toe Harspour OF FREDERIKSHAVN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Copan has made the foliow- 
ing remarks concerning the harbour of F'rederikshavn :— 

“Since a good depth of water has been obtained, a great 
many steamers in want of coal, that before put into Ohristiansand . 


i 
4 
| 
q 
q 
q 
{ 
| 


308 EXTRAOTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, ETC. REPORTS. [Sept. 1895. 


and Gothenburg, now come to Frederikshavn, the harbour being 
more conveniently situated for vessels coming from or bound to 
the Baltic, or going through the Belts. In ice-winters, the port 
is nearly always accessible for steamers, and last winter a large 
number of Danish as well as foreign steamers, not being able to 
reach their ports of destination, found shelter here, and the 
harbour would certainly have been visited by many others which 
put into Norwegian ports if it had only been sufficiently known. 

“The port is also very conveniently situated as a place of 
refuge for vessels that may get ashore on the adjacent coasts, 
or who have met with other accidents, and the Svitzer Salvage 
Company have a steamer always ready to render any assistance 
to vessels who may require it. The want of a dock and patent 
slip, with an iron shipbuilding establishment and engineering 
works, is also greatly needed. Now vessels requiring repairs have 
to go to Gothenburg for them. 

“The harbour is Government property, and the Government 
would no doubt give every facility to parties who might wish 
to go into an undertaking such as that mentioned above. There 
is abundance of ground to erect such buildings. 

“The port is in daily communication with Christiansand by 
mail steamer, also every other day with Gothenburg, and once 
a week with Newcastle, for export of butter, pork, bacon, and 
eggs, and it has railway communication with all parts.”——(No. 377, 
Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series.) 


STEAMSHIP LINE BETWEEN ANTWERP AND THE 
UNITED STATEs. 


A report, dated the 10th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. G. R. de Courey Perry, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Antwerp, in which he states that the Red Star 
line contemplates running fortnightly, under the British flag, very 
large steamers between Antwerp and the United States, commenc- 
ing from the 24th August. 

If the new service prove successful and continues under the 
British flag, it is surmised that the number of liners will be 
increased, and that they will run weekly instead of fortnightly. 


Tue Lace TRADE OF CALAIS. 


In areport to the Foreign Office, dated 28th June, Mr. William 
Keene, Her Majesty’s Consul at Calais, states that lace being 
the chief local manufacture, the following memorandum, kindly 
supplied to the Consulate by a gentleman who has a thorough 
knowledge of the trade, may be given verbatim :— 

“‘ The lace trade during the last year has been more satisfactory 
although it remains still far from the prosperity of former years 
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Some makers of extreme novelties have been very successful, and, 
generally speaking, all have been able to make both ends meet. 
The best proof is the few failures during the year. 

“ The enormous competition—for Calais has now not only to con- 
tend with Nottingham, but also with Caudry, Lyons, Plauen, and 
St. Gall—coupled with the continued low price of silk, has a very 
depressing influence on prices, and it is a severe struggle for many 
makers on account of the small profit left to them. 

“ The chief silk articles in demand were :— 

“1. The heavy cord lace called Bourdon, which had a great run 
right through the year, and brought in the beginning large profits. 
Unfortunately, however, the great improvement in the machinery 
and its working enabled manufacturers to make very long racks, 
producing thereby such quantities and rubbish that towards the 
end of the year they succeeded in killing the article almost 
entirely. This manner of working, itis to be regretted, is of late 
years the greatest drawback to an industry once so prosperous. 

“2. Cheap Chantilly and fancy silk iaces. Here, again, com- 
petition is very keen, particularly through Caudry (Nord), and,. 
notwithstanding the enormous quantities that have been made and 
sold, profits must have been on a very limited scale. 

“3. The finer class of silk laces, made on 12 to 16 point 
machines, met with a good demand, owing to their limited number, 
and must have left satisfactory profits. 

“4, Fancy silk nets of all kinds have been in very poor 
demand except veilings. Strange to say, the great competitor 
in this latter article has been Lyons, where chenille spots in all 
colours are put on the net at a very low rate for manual 
labour. Many makers have been working this article for the 
Lyons market, and delivering the nets to the manufacturers of 
that place. 

“ As to cotton fancy laces, of course Nottingham continues to 
take the lead in all cheap articles, and Calais cannot compete for 
the export trade. It must content itself with the home trade 
where it is protected by heavy duties. In silk and cotton goods 
called appliqué laces a fair amount has been sold. Concerning 
the finer ciass of cotton laces Calais has to meet the Plauen com- 

etition, which has knocked it completely out of the market. 
Reais of the principal makers here have begun during the last year 
to put up Plauen machinery, chiefly ‘ schiffli’ machines, and with 
the well-known creative genius and good taste of the designers 
there is every probability that before long they will succeed 
in implanting here this new industry. 

“ Quite different it is with cotton Valenciennes laces, for which 
article Calais takes the decided lead, and for which there haz been 
a growing demand during the year. All the makers of this 
article have been well and profitably occupied, and there is every 
prospect of a continuance of a large sale. ; 

“The United States of America have been again the largest 
consumers of laces in general, and very important orders were 
placed towards the end of the year. ; 


88601. E 
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“The unsettled state cf all South America prevents still the 
placing of orders of any extent, and here they much miss this 
generally so important outlet. 

** The European demand for Calais laces has been rather small, 
for the great facility in forwarding little parcels at cheap rates 
and the tinsettled state of fashion make buyers very prudent in 
ordering only according to their wants from day to day.’— 
(No. 1612, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


British TRADE IN THE ALPES MARITIMES. 


A report, dated the 9th August, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Lucien J. Jerome, Acting British Consul 
at Nice, with reference to the market for woollen and other goods 
in the department of the Alpes Maritimes. 

Mr. Jerome says that the Consulate receives from time to time 
circulars aud price lists from British manufacturers. These 


chiefly relate to machinery and kindred trades, for which there is 


no market in his district. Several trade journals relating to these 
trades are also received. 

There is, so far as he can judge, a market in Nice and the other 
towns of the Alpes Maritimes for cloth goods and woollen stuffs, 
such as serges, tweeds, aud friezes, and the Consul is of opinion 
that it would be a good thing if this could be notified to the 
Chambers of Commerce in the United Kingdom where such 
goods are manufactured, or that it might be brought to the notice of 
manufacturers by some other means. 

This would to a lesser extent apply to other woven goods, 
such as linens, cottons, &c., which are sold at very high prices, 
and which, if imported from the United Kingdom, ought to pay if 
sold at a reasonable profit, in spite of the distance and consequent 
freight and heavy import duties. 

Merchants in these classes of goods in sending circulars to the 
Consulate should, whenever possible, also accompany them with 
samples and full particulars. 

It is added that few, if any, commercial travellers of English 
‘business houses ever visit Nice, and if they do they never come to 
the Consulate, which, Mr. Jerome adds, is a pity, as in some cases 
valuable information and assistance might be afforded them. 


PortTuGuEsE WINES FOR 


A despatch, dated July 30th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. Conway Thornton, transmitting 
printed copies and translation of a “Portaria” (Government 
Order), published the 29th July, raising the limit which distin- 
guishes common or ordinary wines exported to the Brazils from 


| 
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those called “ generous” or “liquorous” wines from 16 degrees, 
as fixed at present, up to 19 degrees. 

The following is a translation of the “ Portaria” referred 
to :— 

“ Whereas it is highly expedient to develop the export trade of 
common wines (‘ vinhos communs ou de pasto’), and whereas a 
good many of them intended for transmission to various ports in 
Brazil are prepared with an excessive quantity of brandy, with the 
effect that they exceed 16 degrees, and very often attain 19 
degrees: . . . hereby commands that the limit of 16 degrees 
at present in force, as laid down in the ‘ Portaria’ of 14th No- 
vember 1885, in order to distinguish common wines from generous 
wines, shall be raised to 19 degrees.” 


COMMUNICATION WITH SEMAPHORE PORTUGAL. 


A despatch, dated 20th August last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s Envoy 
Extraordinary at Lisbon, enclosing copies of a “ Portaria” 


(Ministerial Order) relating to communications between vessels 
and the various semaphore stations'in Portugal and in the adjacent 
islands, 

The following is a translation of the Order in question :— 

1. The sub-department in charge of the telegraph-postal service 
will accord permission to any navigation companies, to any 
consignees of ships, or to any other persons who may apply 
in the above sense to the said sub-department for such 
permission, under guarantee for the payment in full of the proper 
rates of charge, and subject to the terms herein specitied, 
to receive —irrespective of any previous special request to 
any station—telegraphic maritime notices notifying any appear- 
ance, entrance, or departare of any vessels, or any accidents or 
other maritime occurrences that may come to the knowledge 
of any or of one of the semaphore stations in the continental 
part of the kingdom and in the adjacent islands, and may have 
reference to vessels hoisting the special characteristical signals 
used as a distinguishing mark for the said purpose. 

2. The distinguishing signals mentioned in No. 1 can only be 
adapted after the approval of the same by the sub-department of 
telegraph-postal services as regards the colour, form, and dimen- 
sions of the same, and after the delivery to that sub-department 
of a sufficient number of copies of the drawing of the signal as 
may be required for distribution among the semaphore stations 
concerned. 

3. For the payment of the aforesaid special services, in addition 
to the cost in full of the telegraphic maritime notices sent, as 
charged in accordance with the laws in force on the matter, a 
special charge of 50 milreis (11/, 2s. 2d.) will be levied, which is 
to be paid down, for each concession, or for any alteration in the 
concession already obtained. : 
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4, The provisions set forth in the foregoing clauses do not 
apply to the notification of any maritime occurrences as regards 
any vessels belonging to any shipping companies which are well 
known and use special distinguishing flags. 


Buoys anp Beacons 1n Portuaat. 

A despatch, dated August 22 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s Minister. 
at Lisbon, on the subject of the proposal of the. International 
Maritime Conference of Washington for a Universal System of 
Buoys and Beacons, stating that the Portuguese Government 
adhere to the said proposal and will cause its provisions tv be 
carried out in the harbours and rivers of Portugal, a3 also in those 
of the adjacent Islands and in the Portuguese Colonies. 


Tue Royat Trans-Arrican RaiLtway. 


A report, dated July 22nd last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. Arthur Nightingale, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul 
at St. Paul de Loanda, reporting that the Royal Trans-African 
Railway (Caminho de Ferro Real Alvarez d Africa) is now open 
for traffic for 300 kilometres, thus bringing Loanda in direct 
communication with the coffee district of Cazengo, The line is 
being continued to Ambaca, but as the works are difficult of 
execution, it will be some time before any further direct 
communication with the interior by rail can be assured. 


ConcEsSsIONS IN SPAIN. 


A despatch, dated 8th August last, has been received from 
Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
transmitting copies of laws published in the “ Official Gazette,” 
granting concessions :— 

(1.) To Miguel de Font, for the construction of a narrow-gauge 
railway from Vallecas, a suburb of Madrid, to the quarries of 
Perales. 

(2.) To Jorge Clifton Pecket, for the construction of a 
railway from Samper, passing through Andorra Gargallo, 
Cafiigar, Montalban, the carboniferous district of Utrillas, 
Martin del Rio Vivel, Villanueva, Torrecilla, and Godds, to join 
the projected line from Calatayud to Teruel. 

(3.) To Eduardo Milla, for the construction of a narrow-gauge 
railway from Salamanca to Ledesma, and thence with a branch 
from Almedra to Fermoselle, along the Douro valley to join the 
line from Salamanca to Pertugal at one of the stations between 
Lumbrales and Hinojosa del Duero. 

No Government subventions are granted, but, in the case of 
the railway from Samper, the provincial and municipal authorities 
interested are authorised to give such subventions and assistance 
as they may consider proper. 
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In a later despatch, dated the 20th August, Sir H. Drummond 
‘Wolff encloses copies of two decrees, granting certain railway 
concessions in Spain. The following is a translation of the 
decrees in question :— 

I, Art. 1. The Government is authorised hereby to grant to 
Don José Verardini, without subvention from the State, the 
concession, for a period of 99 years, to construct and work a 
narrow-gauge railway (1 metre) from Robla to the coal district 
of La Magdalena (en la euenca carbonifera). ‘The said concession 
shall conform to the plans presented to the Ministry of Fomento, 
with such modifications as the Department may introduce. 


Art. 2, This railroad shall, as being to the public advantage, enjoy 
the right of forced expropriation, and of occupying lands forming 
part of the public domain, and furthermore shall enjoy all such 
further exemptions and privileges as are granted by law to 
railways of the same class. 


II. Art. 1. We hereby authorise the Government to grant 
to Leopold Bremon and Co., of Madrid, the concession, without 
direct subvention from the State, for an economic railway from 
Corunna to the town of Carral, in the province of Corunna. 


Art, 2. This concession shall be for the period of 99 years; 
and the railway is hereby declared to be to the public advantage, 
and therefore, in so far as provided by Arts. 21 and 23 of the 
Railway Law, the right of forced expropriation shall be vested 
in the grantee of this concessiop, and he shall be empowered to 
utilize the public domain. 


Art. 3. The construction of the said railway shall be carried 
out as set forth in the plans presented to the Ministry of Formento, 
if' approved by the superior authorities (superioridad), and the 
works shall be commenced within six months from the date of the 
concession, and completed within four years. 


Hurricanes ON THE Coast oF Porto Rico. 


A communication, dated the 9th August, bas been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, enclosing an extract 
(with translation) from the “Official Gazette ” of Porto Rico, 
respecting hurricanes on the coasts of that island during the 
months of July, August, September, and October. The following 
is the translation in question :— 


Office of the Chief Commandant of Marine of Porto Rico. 


This office, always ready to lend the greatest possible assistance 
to the navigation, as also to maritime property, considers it its 
duty to publish the following notes and warnings, based upon the 
statistics which it holds, as to the terrible atmospheric disturbances 
known under the names of cyclones and hurricanes, whose devas- 
tating effects have been felt throughout the West Indies, and 
especially in this province, as the following data will show, data 
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collected during a period of 300 years, and giving the number of 
herricanes that have occurred, namely, in the month of July, 42; 
in August, 96; in September, 80; and in October, 69, 

First Indications.—Barometer higher than usual, fresh and dry 
wind, and very clear atmosphere ; sea washing in the direction of 
the distant storm ; state of the sky, “ cirrus” clouds radiating from 
a point in the horizon in which a very white arch shows the axis 
of the storm. 


Sure Signs—The barometer, the height of which has in this 
latitude an average of from 764 to 765 millimetres, will have fallen 
to 760 millimetres, showing a tendency to go still lower and sensibly 
exceed the average record, whichis 1 to 2 millimetres. The cirrus 
clouds are extended in the zenith accompanied by halos around 
the sun and moon, the sea swelling, and an unusual rise of water 
in the ports being noticeable. The atmosphere is heavy, oppressive, 
and damp, the evening light showing red or white tints. The 
bar or brow of the hurricane soon appears like a distant mountain 
on the horizon, the falling of the barometer is more rapid, and 
according to the Meteorologia de Labrise, Done y Bride], when it 
is 0°5 millimetres per hour the centre of the hurricane is some 
300 miles distant when it is from 1 to 2 millimetres per hour the 
distance is 150 miles, and from 2 to 3 millimetres the distance is 
75 miles. The hurricane first declares itself by the wind 
freshening, with squalls and drizzling mist. 


Volume and Velocity of the Movement of the Hurricane.—The 
area of the storm in the region of the tropics is less than in that 
north of them ; the diameter of the circle of the clouds being some 
500 miles, and that of the region of the hurricane-winds some 
300 miles, or even less, These circulate in a whirlwind starting 
from the centre or vortex, and, in our hemisphere, they do this in 
a contrary direction to the hands of a clock. The movement of 
the whole body of the storm runs in a parabolic course, the first 
part of which follows nearly the direction of east to west, passing 
over the sea of the West Indies (Carribean Sea) at an average 
rate of 17 miles per hour. 


Warnings—With the foregoing notes nothing is more simple 
than to follow the course of a hurricane, fix its position, distance, 
and direction with respect to anyone who is observing it from on 
shore; but these observations are intended for those who are at 
sea, or in port ready to sail, or engaged in commercial operations, 
in order that they may foresee the phenomenon before it declares 
itself, with all its devastating intensity following, in telegraphic 
intelligence recéived from the ground which the storm must cover, 
and this allows the foretelling of the storm in sufficient time for 
such measures being taken as will ensure the least damage to life 
and property ; and to this end it is recommended to all captains of 
ships and masters of coasting and fishing vessels, as well as those 
trading to roadsteads, bays, and ports of this island, to be always 
attentive to the weather signals and to the orders which they may 
receive from the respective marine officials, and to carry out these 
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orders in the shortest time possible, taking care to bave their 
anchore chains, and other moorings in sufficient quantity and good 
condition, ready to anchor at the first notice given, 


Signals. 

The storm signals during the months of July, August, Sep- 
tember, and October, will be hoisted on the flagstafis of the 
offices of the captains of the ports, and are as follows :— 

By Day.—Blue flag with pennant below of the same colour 

signifies probable bad weather and even a hurricane. 
Blue flag.—-Bad weather or even a hurricane. 
By Night.—A white light and another red light underneath 
signifies probable bad weather and even a hurricane. 
A red light.—Bad weather or even a hurricane. 

Duly authorised by the superior authority of the island, and in 
accord with the Engineer-in-Chief of Public Works, the following 
lighthouses will show, in the daytime only, the signals indicating 
the state of the weather, so that coasting vessels and those passing 
the coasts of the island which come within sight of the light- 
houses may take the necessary precautions :— 

Cape St. John’s. 

Point Tunas. 

Arroyo. 

Cardones Island. 
Guanica. 

Morrillos de Cabo-rojo. 
Point Jigiiero. 

Cape Borinquen, 

The Capitol. 


WitTHDRAWAL OF Notes oF THE ITALIAN “ Banca 
RoMANA.” 

A communication, dated 22nd August last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. A. Roesler Franz, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Rome, stating that the Italian Treasury have issued a 
notice to the effect that all “ Banca Romana ” notes not presented 
at the “ Banca d'Italia” in Rome by the end of December 1895, 
will be forfeited. The time allowed for changing such notes was 
by the law of August 10th, 1893, extended to the whole of 1898; 
it has now been shortened by three years. 


Tue Protection OF TRADE Marks 1n AUSTRIA 


A despatch, dated the 8th August, has beeen received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. A. C. Barrington, Her Majesty's 
Secretary of Legation at Vienna, transmitting copy, accompanied 
by a translation, of a law which has just been promulgated, modi- 


fying the existing rules affecting the nature of trade marks in 
Austria. 
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The following is the translation in question :— 

Art. I. The regulation of § 3, section 2 of the law of 
January 2, 1890, No. 19, in virtue of which trade marks consisting 
solely of words are excluded from registration, refers only to such 
words as exclusively give information respecting the place, time, 
and method of their production, or the nature, destination, or the 
value, quantity, or weight of the goods. 

Art. II. The sole right to use a word-mark, registered accord- 
ing to law, extends not only to the use of this in its registered 
pictorial form, but also to the use of such forms of execution by 
which the protected word or words may be wholly or partially 
repeated, whether in characters, colours, or size. 

Art. ITI. By virtue of section 21 of the law of January 6, 1890, 
the right to a trade mark may be cancelled when that mark 
resembles a previously-registered mark duly employed on 
goods of a similar nature, in such a way that ordinary purchasers 
of the article in question cannot distinguish the marks without 
close examination. 

The claim for such cancelling preferred by the owner of the 
older trade mark will be determined by the Minister of Commerce, 
after hearing the case fur the owner of the disputed mark, and 
after consultation with experts, should such be demanded. 


Art. IV. Besides the cases provided for in section 21 of the 
law of January 6, 1890, the cancellation of the right t» a mark 
may be demanded by anyone who proves that the mark was 
employed by him for the same class of goods, but not registered 
at the time of the registration of the disputed trade mark, if the 
disputed mark has been taken for his unregistered trade mark 
through complete or partial similarity, that mark having been 
generally recognised in connection with the goods of his business. 

Claim for extinction of a trade mark may also be brought 
against a person who has lawfully succeeded to the mark in 
dispute ; the claim cannot, however, be brought if the owner of the 
registered mark can prove on his side that the mark was registered 
with the concurrence of the plaintiff, or that the business for 
which the mark was registered has employed the mark as long or 
even longer than the plaintiff has employed it unregistered. 

The claim that the right to such a mark should be extinguished 
must be brought to the notice of the Ministry of Commerce not 
Jater than two years after the registration of the mark. 

The recognition of the extinguishing of a mark has a retro- 
spective effect to the date of registration of that mark. 

Art. V. Persons who do not inhabit or who are not domiciled 
in the States and countries represented in the Reichsrath or 
under the Hungarian Crown, or in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
must appoint a satisfactorily empowered representative if they 
wish to vindicate the right they possess under the law of 
January 6, 1890, or under the present law. 

The name and address of this representative, as well as any 
change that may be made in connection with the representation, 
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may be entered at the registry office on the presentation of the 
necessary authority. 

If the representative is irregularly registered, and any com- 
plaints as to the right be preferred, the right to that mark may be 
extinguished without the case for the owner being heard. 

Art. VI. In disputed cases respecting the continuance of the 
right to a mark, the Minister of Commerce may use his discretion 
in the question of legal costs. 

The legal decision as to costs carries legal right to execution. 
The demand for execution must be made to the competent 
tribunal. 

The legal power of the decision with regard to the costs may 
be verified by the Ministry of Commerce, at the request of one of 
the parties concerned. 

Art. VII. Marks which by reason of section 21 (a.,d., ¢.) of the 
law of January 6, 1890, are extinguished, as well as marks which 
are capable of being taken for the exlinguished marks owing to 
their similarity, may be registered for similar goods for the benefit 
of any person other than the last owner or his successor in law, 
only after a lapse of two years after the day of its ceasing to 
exist in the commercial and trade register. 

In cases of the extinguishing of a mark in the sense of the 
regulations of section 4 of this law the plaintiff is entitled to 
have registered for himself the extinguished mark as soon as the 
fact of its being extinguished has been recognised. 

Art. VIII. Sections 1 to 4 and sections 6 to 9 of thislaw come 
into force the day following publication, but section 5 comes into 
force six months later. 

The regulations of section 4 apply only to those marks which 
are registered after the date of publication of this law ; the 
regulation of section 6 refers only to those disputes which are 
pending after this date. 


Tue Surina Mouts or THE DANUBE. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated 13th August last, 
Mr. inal ©. Liddell, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Sulina, 
states that there was a depth of 23 feet of water over the bar of 
the Sulina Mouth of the Danube. 


Tne RAILWAY. 


Mr. J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Salonica, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated August 13th last, states that 
a further section of the Salonica-Constantinople Junction Railway 
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has been completed and opened to public traffic. The section is 
41 kilometres in length, and includes three stations, viz., Otelligos, 
Drama, and Nousretli. Drama is the principal town of the 
sanjak of that name, and the centre of a very fertile district 
producing large quantities of excellent tobacco, the chief product 
and source of wealth in that part of the vilayet of Salonica. 
The construction of the remaining sections of this junction 
railway is being carried on as rapidly as possible, and according 
to all accounts it will be completed within the next 12 months. 


CENSURE STAMPS ON BOOKS £NTERING TURKEY. 


A despatch, dated 28th August Jast, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Philip W. Currie, Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at Constantinople, stating that, according to a communica- 
tion of the British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey, every book 
entering Turkey is stamped by the Bureau de Censure, a pro- 
ceeding which diminishes the value of books returned to Europe 


unsold. 


Tue Port Works at MONTEVIDEO. 


With reference to the notice as to the contract for the port 
studies of Montevideo, on page 69 of the July number of the 
“Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch dated 3rd August last 
was received at the Foreign Office from Mr. Walter Baring, Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Montevideo, stating that the Uruguayan 
Government has now decided not to engage any foreign engineers 
to assist the Commission appointed to study the question of the 
port, but a further despatch, dated 8th August last, has now been 
received at the Foreign Office, stating that the Uruguayan Govern- 
ment has apparently come back upon their decision, and that 
coe one or more German engineers will be nominated. 

his despatch adds that, with respect to the question of the 
increase in the dues on shipping, it is argued that, as vessels will 
be relieved from the existing very heavy charges for lighterage, 
they will be well able to pay the higher port dues. 
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XVIL—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


An INTERNATIONAL PosTaGE STAMP. 


The “Journal des Débats” in a recent article says that 
the question of an international postage stamp has often been 
discussed. Such a stamp would allow of small sums being sent 
from country to country, but above all it would enable the public 
to write to correspondents in other countries and to send the 
postage for replies. 

The idea of an international postage stamp is altogether too 
attractive not to have been considered by the various postal 
administrations, but the difficulties in the way of its adoption 
have been found to be such that no scheme has as yet been drawn 
up and laid before the great International Postal Congresses, which 
are from time to time convened amongst nations adhering to the 
Postal Union, before whem, naturally, any scheme for the 
institution of an international postage stamp would, in the first 
place, be laid. 

The “ Journal des Débats” goes on to point out that there 
are difficulties, for it is evident that an international postage 
stamp would afford singular facilities for fraud, owing to the 

reat number of nations and countries where it would pass. 

here would be difficulties in discovering the forgers ; there would 
be still greater difficulties in obtaining convictions against them. 
It must not be forgotten too that it is quite possible that com- 
mercial houses might take to using such international stamps in 
large quantities for the purposes of remittances, All these 
questions have to be considered, though they would present 
perhaps no insurmountable difficulty, and seeing the importance 
of arriving at an agreement as to an international postage 
stamp they could no doubt be overcome. But there remains 
another and far more serious difficulty behind, and that is the 
variation of the exchange. England, Germany, France, Belgium, 
and Switzerland have a currency established on such a basis that 
the exchange does not fluctuate violently ; they also have coin 
which represent exactly the sum of 23d. or 25 centimes, the price 
of the international stamp. But it is not the same with other 
countries ; in Italy, in Spain, in the South American Republics the 
variations in the exchange are unending, and a five franc piece, 
for example, is seldom worth five francs—sometimes four francs 
sometimes three and a half, or less; in Austria 10 kreutzers are 
not the exact equivalent of 24d. or 25 centimes ; whilst in Russia 
10 kopecks, if the current official value of the gold rouble be 
taken, are worth something more like 40 centimes. As regards 
Greece, 25 lepta nominally are worth exactly 25 centimes, but then 
as nothing but paper money is circulated and that is depreciated, 
the Government has decreed that the postage stamp for foreign 
countries shall be paid for at 30 lepta, when payment is made in 

paper money. All this shows the difficulties standing in the way 
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of the adoption of an international postage stamp, It can scarcely 
be expected that sharp commercial houses would buy such stamps 
in England or in France for 24d. or 25 centimes when they could 
get them, say in Italy or in Spain, for 2d. The postal authorities 
in England and in France and Switzerland are quite aware of 
this, and it is the knowledge of this fact which has made them 
hesitate to adopt the various schemes for an international stamp 
which have been propounded. Jt is true that there is in 


England and in France also an international reply post-card 


costing 2d. or 20 centimes, and the reply can be posted abroad 
and will be returned to the country of origin. _ But the circula- 
tion of this card is relatively small, and scarcely fitted to be used by 
commercial houses for sending remittances ; its circulation cannot 
therefore be in any way compared to that which the international 
stamp might very possibly attain to. 


IN THE Donetz Basin. 


The “Bulletin du Musée Commercial,” quoting from the 
‘Journal des Mines de Kharkoff,’ publishes certain statistics 
with regard to the coal production of the Donetz region during 
the year 1894. From this statement it appears that during that 
year the carboniferous district of the Donetz produced 791,000 
tons of anthracite and 1,341,000 tons of bituminous coal, and used 
or exported during the same period 763,000 tons of anthracite and 
1,308,000 tons of bituminous coal, leaving on the Ist January 
1895 (together with the original stock in hand on the Ist January 
1894) a total stock of 72,000 tons of anthracite and 55,000 tons 
of bituminous coal. 


Grain TRADE OF BERDIANSK. 


The roadstead and harbour of Berdiansk (Sea of Azov) during 
the winter of 1894-95 was always free of ice, only in the first 
few days of February there was a slight frost, so that navigation 
recommenced the 27th February (11th March), or about 20 days 
earlier than in preceding years. 

The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” for June, quoting 
from the report of the Italian Consul at Berdiansk, says that the 
first arrival in port was an Italian vessel, followed by Greek, 
English, Austrian, and Russian boats, all loading with grain for 
various destinations. During the winter the amount of grain 
reaching Berdiansk from the interior was comparatively small 
owing to the rains, which rendered the roads almost impracticable, 
.so0 that the amount of grain of all kinds stored at the end of 1894, 
which was 2,317,700 bushels, has been increased by 247,500 
bushels only, and the quantity left on the hands of the 
farmers of the neighbourhood is considerable, so that a further 


Sept. 1895.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 321 


fall in prices may be expected. The autunnal sowings in the 
province of corn and rye were 30 per cent, less than the previous 
year, chiefly on account of the fall in prices and the excessive 
dryness of the season. ae 

The export of grain from Berdiansk in 1894 was above the 
average of the preceding 10. years, amounting to 8,941,000 
bushels, of a value of about 788,000/., the greatér portion of which 
was sent to Italian ports, especially to Genoa, whence a large part 
went on to the Swiss markets. The imports of all kinds, as in 


years past, were insignificant, a little oil and rice from Italy and 
some wood and manufactures of wood from Greek and Turkish 
ports were the chief items. 

It appears that the Government are favouring a scheme for 
the construction of a railway connecting Berdiansk with the 
interior. Should this be realised, the export trade would develop 
largely, and Berdiansk would become the principal port of the 
Sea of Azpv. 


Corrrer ROLLs ror THE RussiAN MARKET. 


The United States Consul-General at St. Petersburg gives the 
following information respecting the use of copper rolls for 
printing calicoes, silks, &c., in Russia :— 

‘England has been supplying the Russian mills with copper rolls 
for printing calicoes, silks, and other fabrics for a long time, and 
had a monopoly of the business until the copper-rolling works of 
Rosenkranz were started recently at St. Petersburg. As soon as 
the St. Petersburg works perfected their rolls to such a degree 
that they could with safety compete, so far as material, workman- 
ship, and fitness were concerned, with the English rolls, the 
Russian Government, to protect the new industry, imposed on 
that class of goods a high duty, one which, in fact, may be called 
prohibitory, and now scarcely any copper rolls for the above- 
mentioned purpose are imported either from England or elsewhere. 
The duty is 4°32 gold roubles per pood, with the further advantage 
that, if parties wish to send the Russian manufactured roller 
abroad for engraving, the roller, on its return, is permitted to enter 
free of duty. The Consul was informed by the head of one of the 
largest printing mills in Russia (an English firm) that the Russian 
rolls equal the English in every respect, and that the Russian 
manufacturers watch the outside market so closely that as soon 
as a change takes place abroad they quote their prices accordingly, 
and make them so that foreiga rolls are kept out. 

Two kinds of rolls are mainly used here—the so-called 
kerchief and garment rolls. The prices are according to the 
dimensions, and are {-kerchief rolls, 3 feet 4} inches long, 114 
inches outside diameter, 10} inches inside diameter, tapering to 
1015 inches, 24 roubles per pood; $-kerchief rolls, 36 inches wide 
by one-half of one inch thick, 8% inches bore at small end, 814 
inches bore at large end, 304 inches outside circumference, of an 
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average weight of 5 poods per roll, 20°50 roubles per pood ; 
— rolls, 35 inches long by 17 inches circumference, 17°50 
roubles. 


Transport OF Live sy Ratiway, 


The “ Bulletin du Musée Commercial” of the 8th June last 
uotes a communication from Dusseldorf to the “ Moniteur Officiel 
u Commerce” in which it is said attempts to transport living 
roduce of sea fisheries by railway have just been renewed at 
ologne, the difficulties met with in previous attempts having been 

overcome. Success could only be obtained by carrying the fish 
in sea water constantly in motion, by keeping up a continual 
current of oxygen through the water, and by isolating by means 
of filtration, the excretions of the fish; a reservoir was constructed 
fulfilling these conditions, in which a quantity of cod, soles, plaice, 
turbot, and other fish were successfully transported from the 
Dutch coast to Cologne, arriving alive and in excellent condition. 
Other waggons, (fitted with all the necessary apparatus, are about 
= be constructed in order to renew the experiment on a larger 
‘scale. 


Exports oF GERMAN MACHINERY. 


According to the “Bulletin du Musée Commercial” the 
“Technischer Anzeiger fiir die gesammte Industrie ” estimates that 
in order to place the export trade of machinery on a level with 
the output of German manufacturers, the example .of other 
nations should be followed and practical engineers be sent to the 
principal centres of the trade abroad, especially in the more 
distant countries. This plan has been too rarely adopted up to 
now, partly because its general utility has not been properly 
recognised but chiefly because the manufacturers hesitated about 
incurring the necessary expenses. The Society of German 
Machine Manufacturers are seeking to remedy this omission. 
This Society consists of 60 firms, employing 27,000 workmen. It 
has organised a special exportation branch and is endeavouring to 
combine, if not all German machine manufacturers, at least a 
great number of them, in order to send engineers abroad and share 
the cost among them. Twenty-four firms, employing 8,000 work- 
men, have already given their adherence to the scheme. An 
engineer left last year for Chili and Peru and another is going to 
the Transvaal. If funds permit, others will be sent to Brazil and 
Argentina. 


GeRMAN TRADE wiTH PERsIA. 
A Bushire correspondent of the “ Moniteur Officiel du 
Commerce” of the 18th July last, writes that it is proposed to 
establish a German line of steamers between Hamburg and 
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Bushire. A German vessel has already visited the Persian Gulf, 
bringing a cargo of coal and patterns of various stuffs, hosiery, 
linen, and fancy goods. 

These various manufactured articles consigned to a Hamburg 
merchant who has lately settled at Bushire, do not appear to 
have been well received in the Persian market, either because 
they were inferior in quality to similar goods of English make, 
or because their price did not suit buyers, But other specimen 
cargoes are advised, which, it is hoped, will afford better results, 
and it is thought that by persevering, German merchants will 
succeed in creating outlets for their goods in Persia. 


Tue Frencu Mint. 


. The following statement has been issued by the French mint 
It shows the amount of money coined and the business done 
during the first half of the year 1895. 

Daring that period the following. moneys were struck for 
France : — 3,754,645 pieces of gold of 20 francs each, of the 
nominal value of 75,092,900 frs., 600,000 pieces of 2 centimes, 
and 800,000 pieces of 1 centime each, in bronze, of the nominal 
value of 20,000 frs. 

The mint also struck for the French Protectorate of Tunis, 
20 pieces of 20 frs, and 80 pieces of 10 francs in gola of the 
value of 1,200 frs. For the same country the following were 
struck in silver, 300 pieces of 2 frs., TOO pieces of 1 fr., and 
1,000 of 50 centimes having a total value of 1,800 francs. 

For Indo-China, the following moneys were struck during the 
half year under notice: 1,428,266 pieces of 1 piastre in silver, of 
the value of 7,774,051 frs. 83 centimes, and 2,146,718 pieces 
of i piastre in bronze, of the value of 13,428 frs. 86 centimes. 

For Monaco there have been struck 20,000 pieces of 100 frs. 
in gold, of a value of 2,000,000 frs. 

For Morocco the following moneys have been struck in silver : 
109,276 pieces of 5 ozs., 114,429 pieces of 24 ozs., 564,635 
pieces of 1 oz, 1,148,774 pieces of 40z., the whole having a 
value in French money of 1,064,596 frs. 23 centimes. 

For Greece there have been struck the following pieces of 
nickel money: 5,000,000 pieces of 20 lepta, of the value of 
1,000,000 fre.; 3,000,000 pieces of 10 lepta, of the value of 
300,000 frs. ; and 199,275 pieces of 5 lepta, of the value of 9,968 
frs. 75 centimes; the whole having a value of 1,309,963 frs. 
75 centimes. 

For Haiti there have been struck silver coins as follows: 
100,000 pieces of 1 gourd (dollar), of the value of 500,000 frs, ; 
903,922 pieces of 50 centidmes de gourde, of the value of 
2,097,099 frs. ; 1,276,088 pieces of 20 centidmes de gourde, of the 
value of 1,186,761 frs. 84 centimes; and in bronze 5,424,935 
pieces of 1 centiéme de gourde, having a value of 271,246 frs. 
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75 centimes. The total value of the money struck for Haiti was 
4,055,107 frs. 63 centimes. 

For Bolivia the pieces struck, have been, as for Greece, of 
nickel, The following have been struck: 446,616 pieces of 
10 centavos, value 223,308 frs,; 945,746 pieces of 5 centavos, 
value 236,436 fre. 50 centimes; total value 459,744 frs. 
450 centimes. 

For Chili and for Guatemala as well, certain specimen coins 
of gold have been also struck. 

Phe total amount coined at the French mint, during the first 
half of the year 1895 is valued at 91,793,522 frs. 80 centimes, 
Of this 75,112,900 frs. worth was French money, and 16,680,652 
frs. 80 centimes was money of other countries. The total 
number of pieces struck during the half year was 26,085,495. 


Corron TissuEs MARTINIQUE. 


In reply to a request for information on the subject of cotton 
tissues and yarns in Martinique, addressed to him by a Vosges 
manufacturer, M. Lassure, President of the Saint-Pierre Chamber 
of Commerce, has written to the Governor of the Colony a letter, 
from which tke “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” extracts the 
following information :— 

Very little French cotton tissues are consumed at Martinique. 
Manchester cottons are still in demand, in spite of the duty of 
62 francs per 100 kilogs. 

Weaving is unknown at Martinique ; cotton yarns, therefore, 
nave no sale. ~ 

The reasons which tend to give pre-eminence to English goods 
of this description are—-its comparative cheapness, the facilities 
offered to purchasers, and the care taken by manufacturers to 
keep in view the taste of their customers. 

The competition between the manufactured stuffs of France 
and England is always to the advantage of the English goods in 
all markets, even in those which, liké Martinique, are protected 
by a large duty. For the information of interested spinners it 
is stated that cotton satinette and French printed calicoes are 
both too high in price ; these goods are imported into the colony 
from Manchester, in spite of a duty of about 50 per cent. ad 
valorem. 


VALENCIA SAFFRON TRADE, 


The trade in saffron, which is concentrated in Valencia, showed 
a considerable falling off in 1894, in which year 16,808 kilogs. 
were sold, as against 32,116 in the year 1893. This is the more 
extraordinary as Spain is the only country which produces saffron 
in large quantities. According to the Italian “ Bollettino di 
Notizie Commerciali,” this diminution may be owing less to a 
decrease in the demand than to the fact that some of the saffron is 
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exported abroad direct from the interior. Although the expenses 
of carriage to Valencia are thus saved, there is not the same 

uarantee as to weight or quality, each district producing a 
different kind, The buyers are principally French and German 
who trade with the East. 

The production of saffron is very costly, and the good crops of 
latter years have kept the prices down ; but cultivators must take 
care not to use up too many bulbs, or they may look forward to 
but a small crop in the following year. 


ExportTaTION OF TissuE TO SPAIN. 


According to the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” the 
Austro-Hungarian Consul at Valencia, in a Jate report, speaks 
of the large quantity of tissue paper used in Spain in packing 
fruits for export. As each separate fruit has to be wrapped in 
this paper, the amount required is considerable; the greater part 
of it comes from France and Italy, Germany having ceased to 
export it for some time past. The month of September is the 
usual time for the orange packers to lay in stocks of this paper. 


British ENTERPRISE IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


The “ London and China Telegraph,” of August 10 last, says 
that a noticeable exhibit in the Industrial Show now being held 
in Manilla is described in the “Comercio” as being products 
frem a flour mill just started there by an Englishman named 
R. P. Duncan, an old resident in the islands, Until it was 
established there was not one flour mill in the whole of the 
Philippines. The mill in question is worked by steam on 
approved modern principles, and turns out increasing quantities 
of flour monthly. The idea underlying the enterprise is that of 
supplying bakeries at Manilla with pure and fresh flour, and to 
encourage the cultivation of wheat in the islands. In some 
provinces wheat of good quality is grown already, but the mill 
mainly grinds American wheat. ‘There is keen competition from 
imported flour, which has the advantage in lesser freight charges 
and in lesser bulk. 

British enterprise has also furthered advancement in the 
Philippines by the construction of a railway in the island of 
Luzon, the only one in the whole group. It runs from Manilla 
to Dagupan, a distance of 196 kilométres, and has been open to 
traffic since November 1892. The Government intends, how- 
ever, to lay a short military railway in the newly-conquered 
territory in Mindanao, and the Governor-General has taken 
steps to that end. The Luzon railway also displays exhibits at 
the show. 
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Tre TRADE IN Oxive Orn at MANILLA. 


The French Consul at Manilla gives the following information 
respecting the trade in olive oil :— 

The Manilla houses which import olive oil into this city are 
those who- sell all the food products coming from abroad, and 
which for the most part are consumed by the European population 
of the Philippines. Of the 8,000,000 and 9,000,000 of people 
who inhabit this archipelago, there are scarcely 25,000 Europeans 
or descendants of Europeans and Indians or half-caste. It is 
therefore on those figures that importers must regulate their orders 
for Spanish or foreign goods. Some have tried the experiment at 
various times of importing these goods in large quantities with 
the object of tempting the natives who reside in the town of 
Manilla and who are in contact with Europeans. This experiment 
has each time been attended with bad results, and the failure of a 
French house established there arose partly from this mode of 
business. In fact, the half-caste and Indians, after having tried 
the best food products of Europe, prefer the diet of the country 
to which they have been accustomed from their infancy and 
quickly return to it. 

These general remarks lead to a special one as regards the 
consumption of olive oil. Spaniards form nearly the whole of the 
European colony of Manilla. They are usually civil or military 
officers with their families, to whom may be added traders and 
manufacturers established in the colony. Consequently the 
majority of these Spaniards have lived in the provinces of the 
Peninsula or the Spanish possessions of the Antilles and Philip- 
pines, and have preserved the taste for their national cookery, 
in which olive oil holds an important place. The olive oil as 
produced in Spain is very little refined and has a peculiar flavour, 
which is disagreeable to northern people but pleasant to Spaniards. 

The result is that olive oil coming from the peninsula is freely 
sold in Manilla, whilst the same oil prepared in France is only 
bought by Frenchmen or foreigners, and a small number of 
Spaniards who prefer it to the other. 

The consumption of French olive oil is, therefore, very limited 
in these islands, and it is not to be wondered at that large orders 
are seldom given by Manilla merchants, It must be noticed, 
however, that certain oils, said to be olive and of French manufac- 
ture, which are found in the warehouses of Manilla, have undergone 
a process which makes them very unsavoury and drives the public 
away from their use. 


SERICULTURE IN TURKEY. 


The Constantinople correspondent of the “ Berliner Handels- 
Zeitung,” in a recent report to that paper, says :—The Ottoman 
Government has made during the last few years, many attempts 
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to place the silk industry on its old footing. Broussa, I[smidt, 
and Adrianople are the three centres which have been established 
for the rearing of silkworms. At Broussa the best results have 
been obtained, and a technical school established at that place. 

The idea of monopolising the sale of the eggs has fortunately 
been given up. A decree has been issued by which the eggs are 
subjected to an official inspection, according to the Pasteur 
system, before being delivered to the trade. 

Attempts have also been made to introduce the cultivation of 
silkworms in other parts of the empire. The results hitherto 
obtained have not been satisfactory. The Government has sent 
several experts in sericulture from the school at Broussa to 
perfect the education in this industry. 

After a period of decline extending over 10 years, the cultiva- 
_< silkworms manifestly tends to resume its importance in 

ey. 

Sn anna yearly value of the imports of cocoons amounts to 
500,000 piastres, and the exports to 40,000,000 piastres. The 
imports of raw silk amount to 30,000,000 piastres, and the 
exports 103,000,000; whilst the imports of silk tissues show a 
pes on of 23,000,000 piastres, and the exports 30,000 piastres 
only, 


VITICULTURE IN TURKEY, 


According to the “ Revue d’Orient,” large quantities of wine 
are produced every year in Turkey. The devastations of the 
phylloxera are only to be seen at present close to the shore line, 
and are spreading more slowly than elsewhere. The Ottoman 
Government distributes gratuitously American vine-plants, and 
remits for 10 years all taxes on the vineyards which are replanted 
with these American vines. The total production of the Turkish 
vineyards amounted in 1890-91 to 58,850,963 kilograms, and in 
1891-92 to 69,950,449 kilos.; but since the later date it has 
certainly decreased. In 1890-91 Turkey exported 9,058,622 kilos. 
of wines, and 21,716,464 in 1891-92. Most of this was sent to 
France then, but since that time the trade has been almost 
entirely destroyed by the considerable rise of the import 
duties in France; the Turkish exports have gone down more 
than 50 per cent. Constantinople, which used to export 500,000 
kilos., for a value of 187,500 francs, now exports only insignificant 
quantities. 

This enormous decline in the value of exports has naturally 
been followed by a great lowering of prices. In 1892 they were 
still paying 18 francs per 100 kilos., while towards the end of 
1894 an equal amount was sold for 5 francs by the producer, and 
was shipped for 7°50. 

The annual importation of foreign wines into Constantinople 
amounts to about 335,000 kilos. in casks, and 6,500 dozen bottles, 
of a total value of 437,500 francs. 
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Tae Hosiery TrapE Maceponia. 


According to the Italian “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” 
the hosiery sold in Macedonia, whether of wool, of cotton, or of 
wool and cotton mixed, is imported from Germany, Austria, 
Italy, and Switzerland. Very little is hrought from England or 
France. Germany supplies a considerable quantity of Jaeger 
waistcoats and drawers, flannel waistcoats, jerseys, socks, stock- 
ings, and children’s costumes, of a very p or quality and at avery 
low price. Austrian and Swiss articles are also largely imported, 
but are beginning to lose ground. Italy only sends vests and 
drawers of common wool. The Italian articles are of better 
quality than the German, Swiss, or Austrian, and are much 
appreciated. 

The importation of Italian hosiery into Macedonia was 32 
quintals in 1890; 54 in 1891; 183 in 1892, 100 in 1893; 64 in 
1894. The Italian trade, therefore, which had been developing 
steadily until 1892, has in 1893 and 1894 suffered severely from 
German competition. In Macedonia cheapness is preferred to 
good quality, and there is bought, particularly from Saxony, an 
article the appearance of which is to the taste of the native popu- 
lation, and very cheap. About one million francs a year is paid in 
connection with this article, which is of a very poor quality. 

The fine qualities, the importation of which is limited, are used 
only at Salonica by the foreign colony. Merchants who should 
succeed in imitating the German article which is so much in use 
would easily extend their business. 

The following are the firms which import the greatest quantity of 
goods :—Orosdi, Back, and Co. (Austrian); Ghedalia and Abramo 
Errera (Italian); Caracach Mehemet Effendi (Turkish). Many 
firms of the second and third class import directly, in small quan- 
tities. Firms that wirh to introduce hosiery imto this market 
ought to choose a capable agent and send him a complete set of 
patterns. The price marked ought to be the lowest possible, not 
forgetting the 3 per cent. on the commission due to the agent. 
In all import trade, but particularly in hosiery, it is most important 
that the goods sent should exactly correspond to the specimen 
which has led to the order being given. 


THe KuHorAssAN - TRADE. 


The “ Bombay Gazette” of 19th July last, in a note on the 
report of the trade and commerce of Khorassan—one-fifth of the 
area of Persia—which has just been issued for the financial year 
1894-95, says that it is impossible to give, even approximately, 
the total value of Khorassan trace, as at present there is only one 
British agency established. The total value of exports from 
Meshed was 30,000/., and imports 404,0001. The value of 
Russian goods imported was 60,000/., and of British 323,0002 ; 
but these last figures include Chinese green tea, which was worth 
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about 150,000/ Indian and Chinese green tea both pay same 
duty, and pass through unopened to Russian Central Asia, and, 
therefore, it is quite impossible to say how much was Chinese and 
how much Indian—probably two-thirds Chinese. Thirty-six 
thousand pounds worth more of Indian green tea arrived this year 
than in 1893 and 1894, or the value of British imports was con- 
siderably more than double of that of the Russian. This practically 
opens entirely a new trade, and vastly important as far as the 
Indian commercial market is concerned. The fall of exchange 
has in every respect benefited British trade in this direction. 
Entiiely new Customs regulations, by the order of the Russian 
Government, are to be introduced now fur TransCaspian and 
Bokhara. Under the new regulations British piece-goods are 
debarred from entry into Central Asia. {t is not known how 
much cotton is exported to Russia, but the amount has increased 
enormously of late. The Persian exports, which are fair, do uot 
include the value of a very large quantity of cotton, wool, and 
wheat. During the year the Russian imports have decreased in 
value by 13,0007. The pound sterling fluctuated between 50 and 
57 krans during the year, and may now be quoted at 55. 


PETROLEUM IN JAVA. 
The “ London and China Telegraph ” of July 29 last says that 


petroleum boring in Java continues to do well. In the districts 
around Sourabaya, the oil wells yield abundantly, and a brisk 
local trade in the produce has sprung up. In Mid Java this line 
of business has also been started with success. At first difficulties 
arose from inadequate means of transport, which prevented the 
supply from meeting the demand. Pipe lines have been laid in 
consequence from the wells to the neighbouring tramway, and 
from there tank cars are filled for conveyance to Samarang. At 
Samarang the petroleum company concerned has secured land on 
which to establish oil warehouses for Mid Java, with ‘all the 
necessary appliances and fittings. The Java oil trade is now 
making steady progress, and there is every promise that the 
efforts made to develop that island’s oil resources will be crowned 
with greater success. . 


CoFFEE IN GUATEMALA, 


The * Bulletin du Musée Commercial” publishes an extract 
from a report of M. E. Capouillez, treasurer of the Government, 
in which he says that coffee constitutes almost the sole article of 
export from Guatemala. Thus in 1894, out of a total value of 
20,325,000 piastres of goods exported, the valuc of coffee alone 
reached 19,406,000 piastres. The export trade is carried cn 
the ports of San José, Ocos,.and Livingston, 
an 


€ principal countries of destination are Germany (342,000 
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quintals in 1894), United States (130,000 quintals), and England 
(108,000 quintals). Coffee pays an export duty of two piastres, 
one of which is to be paid in gold (gold piastre = 5 franes) ; in 
1894 a sum of 1,141,533 piastres was thus raised, plus 594,910 
piastres in addition on the exchange on that part payable in gold 
—making altogether a total of 1,736,443 piastres. The exporta- 
tion of coffee from Guatemala has not increased much during the 
past five years. Want of labour is the principal reason of this. 
The Indian only works when he is obliged, and the experiments 
with Kanaka and Japanese labour have not yielded good results. 


CuILIAN AFFAIRS. 


On Saturday the 1st June last the Chilian Congress was 
formally opened by the President of the Republic, a full summary 
of whose message appeared in the “ Chilian Times” for June 5. 

Among the more important matters announced to be laid before 
Congress is a bill for the purpose of introducing important 
reforms in the consular service, a bill for dealing with postal 
reforms, and one dealing with subsidies to Chilian steamship 
companies on the French principle, according to the number of 
miles run; pending the passage of this latter bill, an annual 
subvention of 140,000 dols. per annum has been granted to the 
“ Compaiiia Sud-Americana de Vapores.” A scheme will be 
presented for the nationalisation of coal and the utilisation of the 
water of irrigation canals for industrial purposes. Congress is 
asked to pass the bill for the reorganisation of the Customs, 
and a bill will be submitted to it for the reform of the tariff in 
accordance with the new money. Works are being constructed 
for the supply of water to the following towns :—Quillota, 
Rancagua, Lebu, Constitucion, Melipilla, Angol, Quirihue, 
Limache, and San Xavier de Loncomilla, and next year similar 
works will be commenced in several other departmental capitals. 

Several port works are in course of construction; the Taleahu- 
ano Dock will be in a position very shortly to receive men of 
war and merchant vessels, and port improvements are to be made 
in Antofagasta and Concepcion. 

With respect to railways, the delivery of the Piechi-Ropulli 
and Osorno and the Victoria to Temuco sections is mentioned. 
Work is being carried on in the following sections :—Parral and 
Cauquenes, Coihiie to Mulchen, Valdivia to Pichi-Ropulli, Calera 
to Ligua and Cabildo, Los Vilos to Illapel and Salamanca, and 
Talca to Constitucion. The prolongation of the central line from 
Temuco to Pitrufquen will be commenced very shortly. 


COALFIELDS OF BririsH Inpra. 


The “Times of India,” of July 12th last, states that the 12 
months ending the 31st of March last formed a record year so 
far as the out-turn of Indian coal was concerned. The total 
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production was 2} million tons, and the steady increase which has 
characterised this important industry almost from the first gives 
hopeful promise of continuance. The Bengal coal fields still head 
the list with an out-put of close on two million tons, the next 
highest total being that for the Nizam’s territory, 240,000 tons. 
The Assam fields produced just under 170,000 tons, the Central 
Provinces 140,000, Centrai India not quite 133,000, and the 
Punjab 66,000 tons; the remainder came from Balochistan, 
Burmah, and Madras, the last-named district contributing 1,300 
tons. The Kurhurbaree and Sitarampore collieries, which are 
worked in connection with the East Indian Railway, supply the 
whole of the fuel required by that line. The two collieries 
together comprise 25 pits, including the Jubilee, 650 feet, the 
deepest pit in India. The total out-put Jast year was just under 
391,000 tons. 


EXTENSION OF THE AssAM-BENGAL 

A despatch has been received at the India Office from the 
Public Works Department of the Government of India, intimating 
that the Chittagong-Feni section of the Assam-Bengal Railway, 
a length of 569 miles, was opened for the public carriage of pas- 
sengers on the lst July 1895, 


Tae Burma-Cuina OVERLAND TELEGRAPH SYSTEM. 


The “ Pioneer News,” of July 24th last, states that, jud ing 
from an account published of the stage of development at whick 
telegraphy in Yunnan has already arrived, there ought to be a 
great future before the Burma-China overland wire. The Chinese 
telegraphic code, originally invented by an officer of the Imperial 
Maritime Customs, that admirable body of officials which owes its 
existence to Sir Robert Hart, is simplicity itself. ‘The code book 
consists of 10,000 numbers of four numerals each, and each group 
so constituted represents a Chinese charaeter. Any operator, 
however ignorant, can thus receive or telegraph a message in 
Chinese, and the Chinaman’s memory is so prodigious that he 
rapidly learns all the essential parts of the code book by heart. 
The system, moreover, permits of the easy-arrangement of inde- 
cipherable private codes, which are extensively used, because by 
adding or subtracting a certain number from each group of 
figures other characters than those telegraphed can be indicated. 
The telegraph is very largely used by the Chinese, especially by 
bankers, in making telegraphic remittances, Telegrams from 
Yunnan to Shanghai cost the equivalent of 6d. for each Chinese 
character, but each word in any other language is charged double, 
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ACCIDENTS ON INDIAN RAILWAYS. 


The Times of India,” of July 26th, commenting on the annual 
return showing the number of persons killed or injured on the 
Indian railways, says that railway management in India may 
fairly be congratulated on the return just issued. The number 
of passengers carried was 145} millions, and of this enormous 
total only one person was killed by accidents to trains, rolling 
stock, or permanent way, while 58 met their death by accidents 
from other causes, including their own carelessness or misconduct. 
During the same period 265 persons were injured, of whom 85 
only were injured while travelling in traine. The proportion of 
passengers killed by accidents to trains to the number carried was 
thus one in 145,462,546, and the proportion injured one in 
1,711,324, while the proportion of passengers killed from all causes 
was one in 2,465,467, and injured one in 548,915, Of railway 
servants the number killed (including those who met their deaths 
by their own carelessness or misconduct) was 193, and injured, 
531. Of other persons, not being either passengers or railway 
servants, 25 were killed at level crossings, 265 were killed while 
trespassing on the line, and 85 persons committed suicide. Elimi- 
nating the figures not relating to railway passengers, these figures 
compare very favourably with those for Great Britain, notwith- 
standing the increased developments which have taken place in 
recent years at home in signalling and appliances for stopping 
trains, and of the interlocking and block systems, &c. The last 
available figures relating to casualties on the home railways give 
a proportion of one killed to every 53 millions carried, and one 
injured to every 1,876,033 carried. The fatalities on the English 
railroads thus numbered very nearly three times the total of those 
on the Indian railroads, and this despite the fact that double- 


tracking is the exception on the Indian railways and the rule on 
those of England. 


Parek In BomsBay. 


The “ Times of India” of 5th July last, says that hitherto the 
chief difficulty of the paper-making industry of Bombay has 
always lain in the cultivation of the right kind of grass for paper 
manufacture, but a Government resolution issued a few days ago 
contains a memorandum by Mr. Woodrow, the officer in charge 
of the Bombay Botanical Survey, which seems to indicate that 
this difficulty has been overcome. In Northern India there 
grows a special kind of grass known locally as Sabai or Bhabur, 
and scientifically as Ischamum augustifolium, which was brought 
to the notice of paper manufacturers some two or three years ago 
by Dr. King, the Director of the Botanical Garden at Calcutta. 
This grass has proved itself exceptionally adapted to the purpose 
of paper making, and but for the heavy railway freight would 


doubtless have met with an active demand in India, Experi- 
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ments conducted at Poona, however, have shown thit Sabai will 
grow freely on a variety of soils ; and though it has been slightly 
irrigated so far in order to increase the quantity available for 
‘ seed purposes as quickly as possible, there is, says Mr, Woodrow, 
“every reason to believe that it will grow without irrigation, and 
“ that it will soon become an important export material, taking the 
* place in the paper manufacture of Europe of the fast failing 
“ supplies of Esparto.” The Survey Commissioner, in communi- 
cating the fact that the Deccan Paper Mill has already obtained 
a concession of half the fixed irrigation rate for growing Sabai 
grass experimentally for five year on 50 acres of land, observes 
that “ the Deccan ryot, who has got many more valuable crops to 
“ grow with irrigation if he can afford to do so, is not likely to go 
“ in for Sabai cultivation unless there is an active demand for it 
“ either from the local paper manufacturers or from foreign 
shippers.” It will probably be some time before the foreign 
shippers will be induced to inquire for Sabai in any large 
quantities, but the experience of its excellence elsewhere should 
certainly lead tou a considerable development in the local paper 
trade. At any rate, the experiment will be watched with con- 
siderable iaterest, for if Sabai is a success there would seem to be 
no prima facie reason why the paper-mill industry should not be 
as active in Bombay as on the Benyal side. ; 


THE PonpicHerry GROoUND-NutT TRADE, 


The Pondicherry correspondent of the “Times of India,” 
of 7th June last, sends the latest information of the position 
of the ground-nut trade of the Coromandel Coast. He 
says that since the Ist January to date only five steamers 
have loaded with ground-nuts, but the cargoes have been 
unusually heavy, amounting in the aggregate to more than 
250,000 bags. The prosperity of the town and port during the 
current year has depended, even toa greater extent than usual, 
upon the export ground-nut trade of the Coromandel Coast, and 
this has so far practically failed, owing entirely to the greed of 
the great bulk of cultivators who, having grown rich, refuse to sell 
their kernels at Re, 8} per bag, which represents a clear profit, 
under ordinary conditions, of fully 250 per cent. upon the capital 
amount expended on the cultivation. Many growers express a. 
determination to hold out for Rs, 30 per 'rench candy of 529 lbs, 
English, or the equivalent Rs. 9 8a. 5p. per bag ; but there is not the 
remotest chance of obtaining this, unless the kernels are kept for 
fully six months, by which time the loss from dryage, and other 
depreciative causes, to say ete of the loss of interest and the 
absolute certainty of an appreciable rise in freights, as compared 


with the present level, would result in a heavy pecuniary loss to 
the cultivator or shipper or both. Whatever may be the future 
of the current scason’s ground-nut crop, the fact remains that the 
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action of the growers and dealers has had the effect of seriously 
damaging and interfering, for the time being, with the export 
trade of Pondicherry. ‘The stocks in Pondicherry and Cuddalore 
are abnormally heavy owing to the home prices being less than 
shippers’ costs delivered, but the margin is narrowing down and 
a further improvement in Marseilles rates, which seems likely, 
and a still further reduction in freight, which is fairly assured, 
will, it is hoped, enable present holders of kernels in India to 
ship their stocks without the risk of loss. According to the 
latest advices, Marseilles rate is firm at 19°50 francs per 100 kilos. 
which unfortunately is from 1 to 1} frances less than exporter’s cost 
with charges. The situation of the trade, although still pre- 
carious, is decidedly better than it was a short time ago. It is 
quite possible that the inert stubborness and obstinate perversity 
of the native cultivators may be the means of throwing a portion 
of the current season’s crop into next year’s shipment. The 
statement published in the report of the Madras Chamber of 
Commerce a few weeks ago, to the effect that the Bombay crop 
was from 40 to 50 per cent. less than last year’s yield, turns out 
to be totally incorrect. The arrivals of the 1894-95 crop at 
Marseilles alone up to the middle of March last amounted to 
upwards of 80,000 bags in excess of the figures for the corre- 
sponding period of the previous year. Many experienced shippers 
of ground-nuts still adhere to their views, formed some four or 
five months ago, in regard to the export kernel crop for 1895, 
viz., that the total will not exceed six lakhs of bags, forgetting, it 
would appear, that that quantity has already been accounted for. 
That the stocks of nuts in the districts, and especially at stations 
south of Myveram junction, are unprecedentedly large for the 
season of the year, is an admitted fact and beyond a question of 
doubt. It is also admitted that, according to the average planted 
in several other districts, notably Nellore, North Arcot, and 
Salem, a considerable portion of the current season’s crop has yet 
to be received. The fact is that cultivators have become 
accustomed to such enormous profits during the few vears the 
kernel trade has been flourishing, and by which means they have 
grown rich and independent, that the relations between the 
growers of the nuts and exporters have entirely changed, so much 
so that in very many cases cultivators practically fix the market 
prices in India and shippers are governed accordingly, to the ruin 
and confusion of the trade. 


Tue TRADE OF THE GREAT LAKES OF NortTH AMERICA. 


The enormous growth of the commerce of the great lakes of 
North America is best described by giving a few figured 
illustrating the volume of traffic as it was in 1855 or 1860 and 
contrasting them with the far greater figures of to-day. The 
“Monetary Times” of Toronto, in an article on this subject, notes 
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that the completion of the canal at Sault Ste. Marie, between 
Lakes Huron and Superior, was considered a very great event at 
the time. This was in 1855. At that day the copper, the iron, 
the silver of Lake Superior had scarcely been exploited. The 
tonnage through the canal iu its first year only reached 100,000 
tons; in 1875 it had grown to 1,258,000 tons, and in 1894 it 
was 13,195,000 tons, represented by 14,491 passages. The 
average size of the craft in 1875 was 618 tons; in the year 
1894 it was 910 tons. 

Lumber shipped through the Sault Canal in 1855 amounted to 
126,000 feet only. For many years it did not reach a million, 
but after 1877 the trade grew by leaps and bounds—for example, 
from 44 million feet in 1880 to 128 million in 1885, to 361 million 
feet in 1890, and to 722 million feet last year. 

The coal movement through the canal 40 years ago was trivial, 
that of 1855 reaching only 1,414 tons, which would not make 
half a load for a single vessel of to-day. Year by year it crept 
up, keeping pace with the marvellous development of the metal 
industries of Lake Superior, until from tens of thousands of tons 
in the seventies it reached hundreds of thousands in the eighties, 
and millions of tons in the nineties, attaining its maximum in the 
3,008,000 tons of the year 1893. 

With regard to the ore trade itself, more than half the iron ore 
used in the United States comes, it is said, from Lake Superior, 
and 95 per cent. of it is shipped by water. Previous to 1878 the 
whole quantity despatched from the Superior region aggregated 
10,426,842 tons, In the 16 years since then the annual shipments 
have ranged from one million tons to nine millions, and in 1894 
the quantity was 7,755,000 tons. Of this 1,624,000 tons went 
to Cleveland ; 1,987,000 tons to Ashtabula; 976,000 to Fairport 
and lesser quantities to Erie, Buffalo, Toledo, &c. 

The large iron and steel steamers that bring this ore down the 
lakes take coal for an upward cargo, and from Ohio and Pennsyl- 
vania ports on Lake Erie and from Buffalo the coal of these two 
States is shipped in millions of tons to Lakes Huron, Michigan, 
and Superior, whose borders produce no coal. 

One of the most noteworthy things about the development of 
traffic between east and west by way of the lakes is wondrous 
reduction in rates of carriage, and last _ appears to have sur- 
passed all previous records in low freights for lake carriers. 
Mr. G. V. Callahan, in his paper which appeared in a recent 
Cleveland “Plain Dealer,” stated that whereas in 1867 the 
average cost of carrying iron ore from Escanaba (which is at the 
upper end of Lake Michigan) to Lake Erie was 4°25 dols. per ton, 
by 1870 it had been reduced to 2°50 dols., and in 1894 ore was 
carried at 40 to 46 cents per ton. This is acknowledged to have 
been absurdly low, and 50 cents is spoken of as a likely opening 
rate this year. 

As to grain, the sailing vessels of 1858 and 1860 used to get 
14 to 16 cents for carrying a bushel of wheat from Chicago to 
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Buffalo. In 1872 the average rate had been lowered to 7} cents, 
since which date it has beeu coming down pretty steadily year by 
year, the average since 1878 being 2°9 cents per bushel. But 
last year the extraordinary spectacle was seen of vessels and 
steamers carrying grain over this long water route, a thous ind 
miles, for 1} cents the bushel. 

Coal has, of course, been greatly cheapened to the West by 
reduced prices of transportation. _ 

A lake fleet of steamers is yearly engaged in transferring grain 
from Chicago to Buffalo. On the 25th March last there was, 
according to statements by an authority in that city, between 
30,000,000 and 40,000,000 bushels of grain at that port, 4,500,000 
of it in floating craft waiting for the opening of spring, and the 
remainder in the elevators. During the year 1894 no fewer than 
8,329 vessels entered the port of Chicago and 8,407 cleared. 


Crops IN MANITOBA. 


The “ Monetary Times” (Toronto) has received a bulletin from 
the Manitoba Department of Agriculture, dated 7th June, con- 
taining the information as to the acreage and condition of the 
crops, live stock, &c., the supply of farm and domestic help in 
that province, &c., &. This is summarised from the returns 
received from 350 correspondents of the Bureau. The total area 
under crop in Manitoba is this year 1,887,796 acres, distributed 
thus: In wheat, 1,140,276 acres; in oats, 482,658 acres; in 
barley, 153,839 acres ; in flax, 82,668 acres; in rye, 2,855 acres; 
in corn, 1,004 aeres ; in peas, 970 acres ; in buckwheat, 125 acres ; 
in potatoes, 16,716 acres; in roots, 6,685 acres. There is here 
an increase of 295,402 acres over the area in crop last year, equal 
to 16 per cent. The following is a statement of the acreage of 
the principal crops in 1895 compared with 1894 :— 


1894. 1895. 
Acres. Acres. 

Area under wheat - ~ 1,010,186 1,140,276 
* oats - 413,686 482,658 

barley - 119,528 153,839 

flax - - 30,500 82,668 

potatoes 13,300 16,716 

es roots - - 7,880 6,685 
Total crop area of the above 1,595,080 1,882,842 


The Manitoba wheat crop of 1894 is estimated to have been 
17,172,883 bushels, which is within a fraction of 17 bushels to the 
acre, The home consumption is put down at about 3,000,000, as 
follows 
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Bushels. 
Seed for 1895 crop - - - 


- 1,812,102 

Fed to stock - - - - 270,322 
Required for consumption (flour) - = 855,000 
Still in farmers’ hands - - 84,000 
Total home consumption - - 3,021,424 


This quantity, deducted from the estimated yield of 17,172,883 
bushels, would leave the quantity of wheat exported from the 
province 14,151,459 bushels, 


Tae Satmon FisHery or Britisn 


The “ Canadian Gazette” of 8th August last, referring to the 
report of Mr. McNabb, Fishery Inspector in British Columbia, 
on the salmon fishery of that colony for 1894, says that, although 
the catch of salmon slows a considerable falling off when com- 
pared with the exceptional catch of 1893, it is nevertheless much 
greater than that of any other year in the history of the industry 
in British Columbia. Salmon fishing, reports Mr. McNabb, 
continues to be the most important of the fishing industries of 
the Province, and it is gratifying to note that the rivers, especially 
the Fraser, show no signs of depletion, or of being overfished— 
being in this respect unique among the great on rivers of 
the Pacific coast, if not of the world. It is also interesting to 
note that the very great difference between the catches of 
different years on the Fraser, which formerly existed, appears to 
be becoming less marked than iormerly. The difference in the 
annual “runs” of salmon is not, in Mr. McNabb’s opinion, to be 
accounted for by any eccentricity in the habits of the salmon, but 
in a great measure to unfavourable conditions in the creeks during 
the spawning time—four years previous to the short runs—such 
as heavy freshets, which bring down and deposit great quantities 
of silt and débris, and frequently quite change the position of the 
gravel deposits in which the ova has been deposited, thus causing 
its destruction. Another cause of very great loss, and almost as 
difficult to overcome as are adverse natural causes, are the methods 
employed by the Indians in catching salmon in the creeks for their 
winter food by erecting weirs which prevent the fish from reach- 
ing their spawning grounds. As this is a measure of very great 
importance, as careful supervision and perfect protection as 
possible has been given to the more accessible creeks, and this, 
together with the valuable aid of the hatchery, is, in his opinion, 
gradually equalising the annual “runs” of salmon in the Fraser 
River. 

The following figures show the value of salmon canned for 
five years in British Columbia :—.1890, 1,989,599 dols.; 1891, 
1,517,060 dols.; 1892, 1,148,860 dols.; 1898, 2,916,990 dols.; 
1894, 2,362,714 dols. 
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GOVERNMENT Ratiways 1n NEw SoutH 


A memorandum has been received from the Agent-General for 
New South Wales, enclosing return of -the earnings of the 
Colony’s Government railways and tramways for May 1895. 
From this it would appear that on the 31st May 1895 there were 
open 2,531 miles of railways and 61 miles of tramways, as against 
2,5014 and 584 respectively on the 31st May 1894. The earnings 
on these railways amounted to 203,197/ for the month of May (a 
total of 1,062,186/. for the five months ending 31st May), while 
on the tramways the amount earned was 23,408/. for the month 
(122,559/. for the five months). 

In 1894 the corresponding figures had been :—Railways, 
188,600/. for May; 1,026,238/. five months ending May 31st ; 
tramways, 22,981/. May ; 117,551/ five months ending May 31st. 


TRADE BETWEEN WEsT AND SoutH AUSTRALIA: 


The “ Adelaide Observer” of 15th June last publishes the 
following information with reference to the advisability of utilising 
Esperance Bay in connection with the trade between South 
Australia and the goldfields of Western Australia :— 

“* Esperance Bay is about 750 miles from Adelaide as against 
1,050 miles from Albany, or three days’ sail from Adelaide as 
against six days’ from Fremantle. The distance from Esperance 
Bay to Coolgardie is 226 miles, whereas the latter place is, 
roughly speaking, about 400 miles from Fremantle. At present 
the whole of the tratfic to Coolgardie has to go from Adelaide to 
Fremantle and thence to the field, whereas if a railway were 
constructed from Esperance Bay to Coolgardie there would be a 
great saving in every respect —at least four or five days’ time and 
nearly half of the expense. In the Dundas region, midway 
between Esperance and Coolgardie, a large number of claims are 
being worked, and during the last few months over 25,000/. capital 
has been put into the Norseman Reef alone. This reef is 
generally supposed to be the biggest in the whole of Western 
Australia. As soon as the Norseman begins to be worked the 
trade is bound to go vid Esperance. 

As it is, trade with Esperance Bay is increasing rapidly. 
Nearly 200 houses have been erected recently, land has gone up 
over 100 per cent. in value, and the only thing the Western 
Australian Government have done is to arrange for a regular 
steam service between Albany and Esperance in place of two 
ketches at present running. Several very large firms in the 
eastern colonies, among others Messrs, Burns, Philp and Co., have 
started there recently, but so far nearly the whole trade has been 
done from Adelaide by means of schooners trading from there. 
Now, however, the Adelaide Steamship Company are putting 
on a steamer there as well. The jetty is being lengthened 
so as to give a draught of about 16 ft. while the Hampton 
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Plains Syndicate at the township of Hampton, two miles from 
Esperance, are erecting a jetty which it is said will give over 
20 ft. of water. Some of the biggest intercolonial steamers 
have called in there, and if the harbour is properly marked and 
surveyed it will be as safe as any ordinary port. The main 
reason for the place going ahead is the Dundas and Norseman 
goldfields, which are attracting a jot of attention, and promise to 
be far beyond most other goldfields in the West. Several claims 
are down 100 ft. already. There is absolutely no postal or 
telegraph communication to this important centre, the only way of 
getting a letter to Norseman being from Adelaide to Coolgardie, 
vid Perth or Fremantle, thence by private cycle express. Instead 
of the direct line being about 1,000 miles, a journey of over 2,000 
has to be taken. It is believed the Western Australian 
Government are going to run a telegraph line there. The onl 
reasonable water scheme for a permanent supply for Coolgardie 
which has so far been proposed is to bring the water from near 
Esperance through Dundas and Norseman on to Coolgardie. If 
this were ounlek out it would mean more work and result in 
increased trade with South Australia, If a railway were con- 
structed from Dundas to Esperance, with proper facilities for 
shipping at the latter place, the whole of the Dundas and 
Norseman trade could, it is stated, be done by South Australia, 
whose geographical position is such that the other colonies could 
not compete with her. 


New ZEALAND HorskEs. 


The “ Auckland Weekly News” states that the Government 
have received information through the Agent-General that in 
England the Clydesdale horse bred in New Zealand has grown in 
estimation for draught purposes until very high prices are 
obtained for him in the open market. He fetches at the horse 
fairs there from 70 to 100 guineas. The average price for the 
Clydesdale horse in the colony is about 40 guineas. The 
Government, in consequence of the information so received, have 
come to a resolution to encourage in every possible way the 
export of this class to London. They are prepared to assist a 
shipment at an early date. Attention has also been drawn to the 
enormous prices given in India for carriage horses (in pairs). 
It appears that the rajahs and nabobs give large sums of money 
for high action horses of this class (in pairs). Cavalry chargers 
were also in request. The Agricultural and Lands Departments 
of New Zealand will, it is added, make all the necessary inquiries 
upon the subject. 
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XVIII.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of the Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce was held on September 4 last at the Offices, Guildhall, 
the President (Mr. Geo. H. Perrin) in the chair. 

Upon the motion of Mr. H. J. Rider, seconded by Mr. W. T. 
Parker, it was resolved to present the following memorial to the 
Elder Brethren of the Trinity House Corporation upon this 
question :—“ That your memorialists have been approached by 
“ nautical authorities and others requesting that representations 
“ be made to your worshipful Corporation as to the expediency of 
“ erecting a light and fog signal station on the island of Skokam, 
“ off Pembrokeshire. That it has been pointed out to your 
* memorialists that to navigators passing up and down the 
« Bristol and Irish Channels such an acquisition would be of 
“ great advantage, especially in thick and foggy weather, as it is 
“ one of the unguarded perils which, in the past, has destroyed so 
“ much valuable property and cost so many lives. Only quite 
“ recently two large steamers were wrecked there. Your 
“ memorialists, therefore, respectfully desire to learn from your 
« honourable Corporation whether, in your opinion, such provisions 
** as herein indicated are required for the greater safety of the 
* mercantile service trading in the locality above mentioned.” 

Reference was also made to the development of West African 
railways, the early closing of sub-post offices, and telegraph rates 
to the East. 


Glasgow. A meeting of the directors of the Glasgow Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 12th August last, Mr. Walter 
Duncan presiding. 

The Chairman said a communication had been received from 
Wisconsin with regard to railway arrangements and pooling 
traffic. It appeared that this question was being discussed in 
America, and in the communication fiom Wisconsin a series of 
questions were put as to how these railway arrangements worked 
in this country. He had sent the queries to two railway directors 
and three traders, and one railway director and one trader had 
replied in substantially the same terms. 

The question was remitted to the Home Affairs Committee. 

Communications had also been received from the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce respecting the forwarding of tobacco under 
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bond, and with reference to the operations of the Food and 
Drugs Act, and from Messrs. Taylor, Laughland, and Co., and 
others, Glasgow, with reference to again memorialising the 
Colonial Office as to the necessity of establishing a system of 
British administration in Ashantee. The directors agreed with 
regard to the latter, that a communication be made to the Colonial 
Office in terms of their 1594 memorial. 


Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the Gouncil of the Leeds 
Chamber of Commerce was held on August 29th last, Mr. E. 
Slater presiding. 

The Chairman read a statement he had prepared on the 
subject of railway communication in Burmah and in Africa He 
said the question of the building of railways and the making of 
roads for the opening up of our colonies and possessions, and 
the developsent of British trade and commerce in those vast 
regions, was now engaging the attention, not only of the 
Government, but also of the trading community. The two 
parts of the world which were at present attracting most 
attention were Africa and the south-western provinces of China. 
Fortunately, both the late and the present Government were in 
favour of the railway to Uganda, and they were assured by the 
Government the other day that no time would be lost in making 
it. Mr. Stanley had told them that that railway would do more 
to abolish the slave trade than any effort they were making. 
The Arab traders used the slaves as carriers, because at present 
there was no other means of conveyance ; but if they could send 
their goods by railway at much less cost and trouble they would 
not employ slaves, and therefore the slave trade would die out. 
The making of a railway from Burmah to South-Western China 
had been before the public for a long time. They had been told 
by Mr. Colquhoun that the railway would be about 700 miles 
_ long, it would pass though half British and half Siamese territory, 
and the cost would be about 5,000,000/. It would be necessary, 
first of all, to get the consent of China to enter her western pro- 
vinces for the purpose of trade, and obtain the same privileges 
there as in the present treaty ports. Of course, there must bea 
certain amount of risk, and it might be prudent at first, after 
making provision in bridges and width of track for a double line of 
rails, to begin with a single line. This would lessen the first cost. 
As both Burmah and this country would benefit by the develop- 
ment and increased trade through the railway, there might be a 
joint Indian and Imperial guarantee of the interest on the capital 
required. With sucha guarantee, he thought the capital could 
easily be raised at 23 to 3 per cent. According to the last 
report from Burmah, the trade with the Shan States was largely 
increasing, notwithstanding that the carriage of goods cost more 
than 50/. per ton. If, therefore, trade was increasing under 
such a transit, it was reasonable to expect that with low rates 
possible by a railway, the local traffic would largely increase, 
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and the proposed railway should soon at least pay the guaranteed 
interest, and relieve the Government of further risk, Then 
there were the home advantages to be considered. The railway 
material, plant, and rolling stock made in this country would 
employ a large amount of British capital, labour, and shipping, 
besides a small army of contractors, engineers, and all classes of 
railway men. It must also not be forgotten that the French 
were doing their best to get into the country before us, and if 
they did, they would put on differential duties large enough to 
exclude British manufactures. The Government should, con- 
=_—"* lose no time in carrying so important a railway into 
effect. 

Mr. T. W. Harding thought the best way to give practical 
effect to their views would be to bring forward a_ special 
resolution on the subject at the next mecting of the Associated 


Chambers of Commerce. 

The Chairman said two letters to the Government on the 
subject had been drafted. Mr. J. Willans and Mr. J. Peate were 
strongly of opinion that consideration of the matter ought not to 
be deferred, and it was agreed that the letters should be sent to 
the India Office and the Foreign Office. The questions of certain 
rates on the Manchester Ship Canal, the running of third-class 
dining cars on the Great Northern Railway, and the memorial in 
favour of the metric system also came before the meeting. 


Liverpool.—A meeting of the Council of the Liverpool Chamber 
of Commerce, as a General Purposes Committee, was held on the 
16th August last in the board-room of the Chamber, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Charles McArthur, President. 

A letter was read from the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board 
acknowledging the receipt of a resolution, passed on the 8th July 
by the Council of the Chamber, which had reference to the reduc- 
tions made on the Ist July in dues on ships and certain articles 
of trade. The resolution expressed the hope that the Council was 
right in viewing the reduction as an instalment of the relief to be 
afforded to the trade of the port. 

The meetings of the Council and committees were then 
suspended for one month from August 17th. 

A meeting of the committee of the African Trade Section of 
the Chamber was also held in the board-room yesterday. Mr. 
Ellis Edwards was in the chair, and there were also present 
Messrs. W. Dodd, John Holt, J. H. Jackson, G. Hutchinson, 
C. A. Morris, A. Sinclair, Hahnemann Stuart, T. E. Tomlinson, 
G. C. Woodin, and Thomas H. Barker, secretary. 

A letter was read from Sir Alfred Jephson, Agent-General, 
Niger Coast Protectorate, saying that the proofs of reports on the 
trade of the Protectorate in 1893 and 1894 were being corrected 
and would be returned at once to the Foreign Office, and that 
the date of their issue to the public would be communicated 


later. 
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A further letter from Messrs. Maginni and Co., on the subject 
of Engineer Vella’s system of protecting river embankments and 
directing the water flow, was read and referred to Mr. A. L. 
Jones, who was not present at the meeting. 

A report of the proceedings of the Legislative Council of the 
Gold Coast Colony on 11th June, forwarded by the Colonial 
Secretary, was laid before the committee. The item of chief 
interest was a question asked by a member of the Council, 
whether the Government would obtain definite information as to 
the cost and practicability of constructing a breakwater at Accra, 
&e. The Colonial Secretary had replied that the Governor would 
communicate with the Secretary of State with a view to obtain 
the services of an expert to make the preliminary surveys, and 
that his Excellency relied upon the Council to vote the funds 
when the time came for doing so. 

The Foreign Office had acknowledged receipt of the com- 
mittee’s letter, dated August 13th, respecting the affairs of the 
Gold Coast and the establishment of a protectorate over Ashanti, 
and had stated that the communication had been referred to the 
Colonial Office. 

The other business referred to Morocco, and to statistics of 
Lagos and the Gold Coast. A letter was read from Sir W. 
Brandford Griffith acknowledging receipt of a copy of the report 
recently issued by the committee, in which he remarked that the 
“* Report shows conclusively how judiciously and actively engaged 
“ the section is in looking after the interests of West Africa and 
“ Liverpool, and thereby not only promoting these but Imperial 
interests also.” 


Sheffield —A. meeting of the Council of the Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 22nd of August last, Sir William 
Leng (President) in the chair. 

The Secretary reported that he had communicated with the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies upon the complaint brought 
before the Council by a local firm as to the demand made by the 
Government of New Zealand upon a commercial traveller 
representing them, for a return for income tax purposes, upon 
orders taken, some of which had not even been sent home, and of 
others, of which it was doubtful whether they would be executed. 
The Secretary further reported that he had received a communi- 
cation from Mr. Chamberlain, which, with its enclosures, fully set 
out the facts. 

In reply to the letter containing the complaint referred to, Lord 
Glasgow forwarded from Government House, New Zealand, 
to the Colonial Secretary, a memorandum from the Land and 
Income Tax Department of New Zealand, which said that there 
never was any intention of levying tax upon the first return made 
of the business contracted for without allowing ample time for 
amending the returns, if orders are not executed ; that there was, 
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moreover, no intention of calling into action the penal provisions 
in the regulations, except in cases where travellers treat the law 
with contempt. No tax had yet been collected upon the returns 
made, nor will there be until January next, by which time it 
will be known whether the orders taken have been executed or 
not, and even if it. should be subsequently found that the expected 
business was not completed, any tax overpaid will be refunded. 
The only object in issuing the regulations was to place the 
English firms doing business in the colony, but having no resident 
representative, on the sume footing as regards income tax, as 
colonial firms and business houses, and no valid ground for 
exempting the profits made on business so done has yet been 
advanced. The great majority of travellers, while they have said 
that they see difficulties in the way of carrying out the regula- 
tions, have made returns for the business done, or have asked their 
principals to complete these returns when they have not been in 
a position to do so themselves. 

Acting on suggestions contained in a communication from the 
Leeds Chamber of Commerce, it was resolved, on the motion of 
Mr. Leader, seconded by Sir William Leng, that a memorial to 
Mr. Balfour in favour of the conclusions of the Select Committee 
upon Weights and Measures be signed on behalf of the Chamber 
by the President and Secretary—It was further proposed by 
Mr. Bedford, and seconded by Mr. W. H. Brittain, that Sir 
William Leng, Mr. Leader, Mr. W. H. Brittain, and the 
Secretary take part in the proposed deputation to Mr. Balfour, 
under the auspices of the Leeds Chamber. 

Circulars were read on the subjects of Inter-Imperial postal 
and telegraph routes and on suggestions to Her Majesty’s Consuls 
abroad for making their reports more advantageous to trade in 
general, 


Walsall.—-The monthly meeting of the Council of the Walsall 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 25th August last, 
Mr. W. E. Blyth, President, in the chair. 

Speaking on the subject of certificates of origin for goods 
exported to Spain, the President said that it was one of great 
importance to those who might have business with Spain. The 
Spanish authorities had issued a Royal order, which stated 
that certificates of origin had been sent which were not in 
accordance with the facts as to the goods shipped, and that 
in future the certificates must set out the town, street, and 
number in the street of each maker; and warehousemen must 
produce the authority of the maker of goods when obtaining 
the certificate. ‘he time during which such authorities could 
remain in force was limited, and all goods were to be accurately 
described, such vague expressions as “cloth,” “drapery,” 
“jronmongery,” and so on, not being permitted. Those were 
some of the chief ideas of the order, and the London Chamber 
of Commerce asked them to join in making urgent representations 
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to the Marquis of Salisbury upon the matter. He thought 
that such an order was prejudicial and prohibitory to British 
trade, and that they should support the London Chamber. He 
did not know that there were any local industries which would 
make the matter personal to Walsall. 

After a somewhat protracted discussion, it was unanimously 
resolved, on the proposit on of Mr, Leckie, seconded by Mr. Hill, 
to forward a memorial to Lord Salisbury supporting the proposals 
of the London Chamber of Commerce. 

Other topics of discussion were joint stock company law, metrical 
weights and measures, and railway rates. 
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XIX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 
1, Statistical Abstract for the Principal and other Foreign 
Countries, in each Year from 1883 to 1892-93 (as far as the 
Particulars can be stated). (C.—7649.) Price 1s. 4d. 


This is the twenty-first number of this Abstract, which is 
issued annually by the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade. It carries the figures relating to the trade and navigation 
of the principal countries down to the end of the year 1893. State- 
ments are also given relating to the population, agriculture, railways, 
telegraphs, postal statistics, emigration and immigration, finance, 
coinage, mining products, fisheries, &c., of most of the principal 
countries of Europe and the United States of America, the 
information in each case being carried down to the most recent 
date for which it has been received by the Board of Trade from 
the official directors of the various Government statistical bureaux 
abroad, or from the official publications issued under their 
directions. 


2. Bankruptcy. Twelfth General Annual Report by the 
Board of Trade under Section 131 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 
418. Price 84d. 

This is the annual report of the Board of Trade on the working 
of the Bankruptey Act, 1883. It contains also a report by the 
Inspector-General in Bankruptcy on the general working of the 
Bankruptcy Acts 1883 and 1890 for the year ending 31st ‘Decem- 
ber 1894, tables of bankruptcy statistics, comparative tables for 
a series of years, tables of statistics relating to deeds of arrange- 
ment, as well as a report. by the Solicitor to the Board of Trade 
upon legal proceedings conducted by him. 

The following Statement of Receipts and Expenditure in respect 
of Bankruptcy proceedings i is taken from the account prepared by 
the Treasury and presented to Parliament in pursuance of section 
130 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883 :— 


Account showing the Recerpts and ExpPENpDIruRE on account 
of Bankruptcy PROCEEDINGS during the Year ended 31st 


March 1895. 
Particulars of Receipts. | Amounts. Particulars of acai | Amounts. 
Net amount received by the | £ 9s. d.|*Salaries of officers, &c. (not 2 «6. d, 
Inland Revenue for —~ S including salaries of judge: S 
issued in respect of Ba either of the Supreme Court 
ruptcy business (less or County Courts) - | 111,833 12 4 
mated cost of collection and Remuneration to County Court 
manufacture of stamps) - | 68,886 9 10 Registrars in respect of 
Amount of fees received in cash | 56,937 19 7 Bank Kruptey business - | 26,248 17 3 
Dividends on funds invested Incidental and travelling ex- 
under section 76 of the Benk- penses, including postage - | 10,4388 3 8 
ruptcy Act, 1883 - 20,288 0 6] Rent, rates, taxes, &c. - - 7,985 12 8 
Credit for rent of 34, Lincoln’s Stationery - 8,266 13 3 
Inn Fields (purchased from Pensions and compensations 
BankruptcyFunds), now used since Ist Januxry 1884 - - 2,517 14 3 
by another Department 400 0 0] Estimated cost of audit - 247 0 0 
Total - - 911 Total - - | 167,537 138 5 


salaries of officers of the Bankruptcy of Court of 
and a sum of 3,000/. being the amount estimated by the Trade to 

services of officers of that beara 

for the Bankruptcy Department. 


to_represent the 
em ployed on Bankruptcy aces tut not paid from the vote 


| 
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Accounts relating to BANKRUPTCY ADMINISTRATION prior to 
the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 


Particulars of Receipts. Amounts. Particulars of Expenditure. Amounts. 
£ £sad 
Dividends which would have Cost of Bankruptcy prosecu- 
arisen on Stock transferred to tions - . ~ - 2,235 14 8 
the National Debt Commis- 
sioners and cancelled under Pensions and compensations 
the Courts of Justice (Salaries before 1st January 1884 -| 5,402 8 9 
and Funds) Act, 1869, if such 
Stock had not been cancelled | 39,048 9 0 
Less income tax at 8d.inthe£-| 1,30112 4 
Total - | 37,746 16 8 Total - . -| 7,728 3 0 


It will be seen that the revenue as compared with the previous 
year shows a falling-off of 7,071/. The decrease is almost evenly 
divided between stamps and cash fees. It is to be accounted for 
by the decline in the amount of insolvency dealt with during the 
year. The total expenditure is also less than in the year 1893-4. 
There is an increase under the head of salaries of officials, but 
this is more than counterbalanced by the Jarge reduction of 
3,4431. in the charge for pensions and compensations. This charge 
has steadily fallen since the Act came into operation. For the 
year 1883-84 it was 23,674/., as compared with 8,010/. for 
1894-95. 


The surplus of income over expenditure is 8,993/., as against 
14,1180. in the previous year. The net surplus for the 11 years 
during which the Act has been in operation amounts to 154,4644/. 


3. Railway Returns for England and Wales, Scotland and 
Ireland for the Year 1894, with Summary Tables for the United 
Kingdom for each Year from 1854 to 1894. £C—7797.) 
Price 11d. 


This return, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade in 
pursuance of the Act 34 and 35 Vict. ¢. 78, contains detailed 
tables showing for the year 1892, for each railway company, the 


amount of authorised and paid up capital; the number of passen- 


gers and quantity of goods conveyed ; the receipts therefrom ; 
the number of lines of single, double, treble, quadruple, or more 
lines of rails; amount of working expenditure and net receipts ; 
the number of each kind of rolling stock ; also statements as to 
the receipts from each kind of season and periodical ticket, 
including workmen’s weekly tickets, including third class. The 
customary summary tables for the railways of the whole of the 
United Kingdom are also given. These extend over the period 
comprised between the years 1854 and 1894 inclusive. 


|| 
| 
| 
| 
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4. Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and 
Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1894. (C.—7793). Price 1s. 2d. 


This is the annual report of the inspectois of Irish fisheries. 
The Inspectors divide their report into two parts, the first relating 
to the sea fisheries and the second to the salmon fisheries of 
Ireland. With regard to the sea fisheries, the inspect«rs state 
that 6,524 vessels and boats were actually engage! in 1894, as 
compared with 6,579 in 1893. This shows a decrease of 55. 
Ten of these occurred amongst the Ist class, thirty-six amongst 
the 2nd, and nine amongst the 3rd class boats. ‘There were 
23,618 men and 1,225 boys employed, showing a decrease on the 
previous year of 383 men, and an increase of ten boys. Of 
the vessels, 377 were first class, 2,644 second class, and 3,503 
third class. The report also furnishes statistics of fish landed. 
According to the returns received from those places around 
Ireland from which it has heen possible to obtain information, the 
total quantity of fish (excluding sheil-fish) captured in 1894, was 
835,919 ewts., valued at 267,894/. In 1893, the corresponding 
figures were 780,965 cwts., and 290,518/. ‘The former, therefore, 
shows an increase of 54,954 ewts., but a decrease of 22,6247. The 
following figures will show at a glance a comparison of the takes 
on the different coasts during the two years :— 


Cwts. Value. 

- - | | 


The average price per cwt. in 1894 was about 6s. 5d., as 
compared with 7s, 5d. in the previous year. 


5 Banking, Railway, and Shipping Statistics, Ireland. June 
1895. (C.—7801). Price 2d. 


This is a half-yearly retura prepared under the direction of the 
Registrar-General for Ireland. It gives statistics of deposits and 
cash balances in joint-stock banks ; deposits in Post Office savings 
banks and trustee savings banks; amount of the Government 
Funds, India Stocks, and Guaranteed Land. Stock; and bank 
note circulation in Ireland, June 1895 ; weekly traffic receipts of 
Irish railways for the first 26 weeks of the years 1894-95 ; and 
the aggregate receipts for the first six months of each of the 


| 
| 
| 
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years 1887-95; also tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in 
the ports of Ireland during the years 1884-94. 

The return also shows that the deposits and cash balances in 
joint-stock banks in the middle of the year which, comparing 
June with June, had gradually increased from 29,223,0002 in 
June 1886, to 35,430,000/. in the corresponding period of 1894, 
further rose to 37,491,000/. (exclusive of 1,972,046/. Government 
and other public accounts in the Bank of Ireland) in June of the 
present year, being the highest amount yet reached for June, and 
showing an increase of 2,061,000/. or 5°8 per cent. as compared 
with the amount in the middle of last year, and an increase of 
8,268,000/., or 28°3 per cent., as compared with the amount in 
June 1886. 

As regards trustee savings banks, there was an increase of 
94,0007. in June 1895, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1894. It is further stated that the balance in the 
savings banks in Ireland in June last amounted to 7,371,000/. or 
644,000/. in excess of the balance in June 1894. 


6. Board of Trade (Statistics of Trade Unions) Labour 
Department. Seventh Annual Report of the Chief Labour 
Correspondent on Trade Unions (1893) with Statistical Tables, 
(C.—7808.) Price 2s. 3d. 


This report, after entering into the nature and extent of the 
information supplied, gives general statistics of trade unions, 
together with the expenditure on chief benefits. It also gives 
comparative statements for the years 1892 and 1893, showing 
the membership of trade anions, their income, expenditure, and 
funds, together with their expenditure on benefits. In an intro- 
ductory note an explanation is given of the causes which render 
inevitable a certain delay in the publication of the report. Not- 
withstanding the obstacles in the way of obtaining full information 
as to the work of trade organisations, it is stated that the record 
year by year is more satisfactory and the report fuller and more 
complete. Each year sees an increase in the number of unions 
reporting. 


7. Thirteenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for 
Scotland, being for the Year 1894, Part I. Salmon Fisheries. 
(C.—7765.) Price 114d. 


This isthe annual report issued by the Scotch Fishery Board 
dealing with the salmon fisheries of that country. 

The report states that the fishing season for 1894, judged by 
the number of boxes of salmon sent to Billingsgate, was below the 
average of the previous 61 years, During that period the greatest 
number of boxes sent in any one year was 42,330 in 1835; the 
smallest number being 11,593 in 1851. The number of boxes 
sent in 1894 was 15,489, or nearly 35 per cent. below the average 
of the previous 10 years. In the following table will be found 
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the number of boxes of salmon sent to Billingsgate in each year 
since 1865, each box weighing 1 cwt. :— 


Years. | Boxes of Salmon. | Years. | Boxes of Salmon. 
1865 19,009 1880 17,457 
1866 21,725 1881 23,905 
1867 23,006 1882 22,968 
1868 28,020 1883 35,506 
1869 20,474 1884 27,219 
1870 20,648 1885 30,362 
1871 23,390 1886 23,407 
1872 24,404 1887 26,907 
1873 30,181 1888 22,857 
1874 32,180 1889 21,101 
1875 20,375 1890 18,931 
1876 34,655 1891 25,889 
1877 28,189 1892 21,919 
1878 26,465 1293 18,903 
1879 13,929 : 1894 15,489 


The Fishmongers’ Company have, it is stated, furnished a 
return showing the number of boxes of Scotch salmon sent to 
Billingsgate during the months of February to September inclusive, 
during the years 1884 to 1894, the average number of boxes 
received in each month extending over a period of 10 years, and 
the average price per pound obtained monthly during 1893 and 
1894, It appears from this table that the number of boxes of 
salmon sent to Billingsgate in 1894 was below the average of the 
last 10 years in each month. With regard to the average monthly 
price per pound of salmon, this was higher during 1894 than 
during the previous year. If it is estimated that each box contains 
one hundredweight of salmon, the value of tie Scotch salmon 
delivered at Billingsgate during 1894 will be found to be 
112,090/., or on an average 7/. 4s. 9d. per cwt., whereas the value 
of that delivered in 1893 was 120,604/., or 6/. 7s. 7d. per cwt. 


8. Weights and Measures, Report 346. Price 2d. 


This is a report of the Select Committee appointed to inquire 
whether any and what changes in the present system of weights 
and measures should be adopted. 

The Committee recommend that the metrical system of weights 
and measures be at once legalised for all pur, That after a 
lapse of two years the metrical system be condlonad compulsory by 
Act of Parliament, and that the metrical system of weights and 
measures be taught in all public elementary schools as a necessary 
and integral part of arithmetic, and that decimals be introduced 
at an earlier period of the school curriculum than is the case at 


present. 


9. Board of Trade. Wages and Hours of Labour. Report 
on Wages and Hours of Labour. (C.—7567.) Price, Part I. 
ls, 3d.; Part II. 1s.; and Part III. 1s, 3d. 

This is a report by the Labour Department of the Board of 
Trade on rates of wages and hours of labour in varivus industries 
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and recent changes therein. The report is divided into three 
parts, each occupying a separate volume. The first volume 
contains a detailed analysis of the changes in wages and hours of 
labour in the United Kingdom, reported to the Labour Depart- 
ment, which occurred during 1893, and also some preliminary 
figures for 1894. The second volume deals with etandard piece 
rates, and the third with standard time rates recognised in various 
industries and districts. A further volume dealing in similar 
detail with changes recorded in 1894 is now, it is stated, in course 
of preparation, and will shortly be presented to Parliament. 


10. Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on 
Light Railways, Commercial 9, 1894, (C.—7558.) Price 44d, 


This publication contains the replies of Her Majesty’s repre- 
sentatives at Paris, Berlin, Brussels, The Hague, Buda-Pesth, 
and Rome, to the following circular which was issued by the 
Foreign Office on the 3rd August 1894. 

“ Foreign Office, August 3, 1894. 

A Committee is being formed of Members of Parliament to 
consider the question of light railways in certain agricultural 
districts in England. 

I have accordingly to request you to be good enough to 
furnish, for the assistance of this Committee, a Report showing 
as far as possible— 

1. The number of light railways in , together with 
their mileage and gauges. 

2. The means by which the capital necessary for their con- 
struction was obtained, whether by private enterprise, by the 
action of local authorities, or with the aid of some subsidy from 
the State, and, in the two latter cases, at what rate per cent. 


3. The working and utility of such railways, whether they 
pay or otherwise, and what their effect has been in stimulating 
the production and sale of dairy products, eggs, fruit, vegetables, 


and products of other small industries in the districts through 
which they pass. 


4. Whether there is any passenger traffic upon them.” 


ll. Treaty Series No. 10. Treaty of Commerce between Great 


June 28, 
July 10, 


Britain and Servia, Signed at Belgrade 
7831). Price 4d. 


As explained by the title this contains the text of the Treaty of 
Commerce between Great Britain and Servia which was signed 


J 28, 
at Belgrade on tae 10, 1893, and the ratifications of which were 


exchanged at Belgrade, October * 1893, 


= | 

| 
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12. Post Office (Australian Mail Contracts), 415. Sess, 2. 
Price 14d. 

This is a return to an order of the House of Commons, dated 
15th August 1895, for copy of contracts dated the 30th January 
1895, which have been entered into with the Peninsula and 


Oriental Steam Navigation Company and the Orient Steam 
Navigation Company for the conveyance of mails to and from 
Avstralia and of the Treasury Minute thereon. 


13. Telephone Service Report, 350 Price 3s. 1d. 


This is a report from the Select Committee appointed to consider 
whether the provision now made for the telephone service in local 
areas is adequate, and whether it is expedient to supplement or 
improve this provision either by the granting of licences to local 
authorities cr otherwise, The Committee in this report, which is 
dated Ist July last, state that they have examined numerous 
witnesses upon the matter referred to, and have completed 
their evidence, but had not, in view of the dissolution of 
Parliament, sufficient time to consider their report. They have 
therefore agreed to report the evidence they have taken, and to 
recommend that a committee on the same subject be appointed in 
the next session of Parliament to consider and report upon the 
evidence already taken, and if necessary to take further evidence. 


14. Companies Acts, 1862 to 1890 (Amendments). Report of 
the Departmental Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to 
inquire what amendments are necessary in the Acts relating to 
Joint Stock Companies incorporated with Limited Liability under 
the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1891; with Appendix, (C.-—7779.) 
Price 1s. 9d. 

As the title explains this is the report of the Departmental 
Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire what 
amendments are necessary in the Acts relating to Joint Stock 
Companies with limited liability under the Companies Acts, 1862 
to 1891, and an addendum is appended in which Mr. Justice 
Vaughan Williams gives reasons for dissenting from some of the 
conclusions of his colleagues. The Appendix to the Report 
consists of two parts. Part I. contains evidence supplied by 
various persons and public bodies as to matters on which the 
Committee desired information; suggestions from various persons 
or bodies as to changes in the existing law and also the judgments 
in certain important cases. Part II. consists of the draft Bill 
prepared by the committee. 

The Committee in their report dealing with the draft Bill make 
the following observations respecting the general principles of 
the suggested legislation :— 

* Before inquiring into the typical forms of frauds against 
which further protection is sought or the nature of the remedies 
to he applied, it is convenient to consider shortly the general 
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| 
| | 


Sept. 1895.] RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 353 


lines upon which, and the limits within which, the legislature 
can safely or usefully interpose. It is a trite observation that 
legislation cannot protect people from the consequences of 
their own imprudence, recklessness, or want of experience. 
The Legislature cannot supply people with prudence, judgment, 
or business habits. It must be remembered that the majority of 
companies are honestly formed for carrying on a legitimate, 
though it may be a speculative, enterprise or business, and the 
business is conducted with honesty and reasonable ability and 
judgment. In consequence partly of the facilities which exist for 
the formation of companies in this country, a vast amount of 
foreign enterprise and foreign business comes to England. Bank- 
ing, railway, and other business is now carried on in every quarter 
of the globe by British capital and managed by British officials. 
According to the recent report of the Board of Trade, there were 
in the United Kingdom in April, 1894, 18,361 companies, with 
a paid-up capital of 1,035,029,8352, whereas the capital of all 
companies in France, anonymes and en commandite, was, in 
December 1894, calculated approximately at 420,000,0001. The 
capital of German companies was estimated by Mr. Gerb, of Her 
Majesty’s Consulate-General in Berlin, at 200,000,000/., but 
.Mr. Schuster puts in at 300,000,000/. The capital embarked in 
English companies, therefore, exceeds that represented by French 
and German companies together by at least 315,000,000/. The 
number of persons who are interested, either as shareholders or 
bond or debenture holders, in these companies is, of course, 
enormous. It is obvious that legislation affecting interests of 
this magnitude and widespread character demands great caution 
and care. Restrictive provisions, which may have the effect of 
either curtailing the facilities for the formation of companies which 
bring so much business to England, or of embarrassing the ad- 
ministration of companies, or deterring the best class of men from 
becoming directors, are not to be lightly entertained. 

“ On the other hand, it must be generally acknowledged that a 
person who is invited to subscribe to a new undertaking has 
practically no opportunity of making any independent inquiry 
before coming to a decision. Indeed, the time usually allowed 
between the issue of the prospectus and the making of an applica- 
tion does not permit of any real investigation, The maxim of 
caveat emptor has, in the opinion of the Committee, but a limited 
application in such cases,” 


= | 
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XX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


Matta.—New quarantine regulations, dated July 27 last, have 
been issued with regard to importation of cattle and swine into 
the Islands of Malta. Cattle intended for importation must be 
accompanied by a certificate stating the place of their origin and 
the fact that cattle disease has not prevailed in that place during 
the three months previous to the date of embarkation. Importa- 
tion of cattle of any kind from Egypt, Province of Naples, 
Calabria, Sicily, Syria (including Alexandretta), and Salonica is 
prohibited, as is also the importation of horses, mules, and asses 
from Odessa, 


GiBRALTAR.— Fourteen days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals 
from Tangier. 


\ 


Hotianv.—The importation or conveyance in transit of rags, 
used articles of clothing, and unwashed linen or bedding from 
countries or places which may be specified by the Ministers of the 
Interior or of Finance, is forbidden. 

In every case notice will be given by publication in the 
** Netherlands Government Gazette ” at least one day before the 
decree comes into force. 


Sparin.—Three Gays’ observation is imposed on arrivals from 
Tangier. 


GREECE.—Five days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals at 
Athens from Capes Anamur and Chelidonia, inclusive. 


TuRKEY.—Quarantine of five days on arrival from Gulf of 
Adalia, between Cape Chelidonia and Cape Anamur, to be 
purged at Clazomene, Beyrout, and Tripoli, in Africa; also two 
days’ observation on ships with passengers from Sea of Marmora 
between Boz Burnu and Kara Bogha. 

Aleppo is declared infected with cholera, and all other Syrian 
ports suspected of the same disease from July 1. 


| 
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Cyprus.—Ten days’ quarantine is imposed on arrivals from 
coast between Alexandretta and Beyrout, excluding the latter 
place; also ten days’ on arrivals from Cape Chelidonia to 
Beyrout, exclusive ; and two days’ on arrivals from the Sea of 
Marmora, between Boz Burnu and Kara Bougha. 


Eeypr.— Quarantine at Alexandria against return of pilgrimage 
is now removed. 


Duron Gurana.—All vessels passing Fort Amsterdam must 
anchor for the visit of the health officer, under penalty of heavy 
fines. This law also applies to the port of Nickerie. 


DanisH ANTILLES—A quarantine of five days is imposed on 
all vessels arriving at the port of St. Thomas, Danish Antilles, 
from the Brazilian ports of Rio de Janeiro and Santos. 


Cxuina.—Macao is suspected of bubonic plague, and Hong 
Kong declared infected with the same disease from July 8. 


JAPAN.—The following regulations for the inspection of vessels 
will now be put in force at the ports of Yokohama, Kobe, Nagasaki, 
Kuchinotsu, Shimonoseki, and Moji, in the case of all vessels 
arriving directly, or otherwise, from ports in Formosa and Corea, 
being localities infected with cholera. 

The said inspection will take place :-— 

For vessels proceeding to the port of Kobe, at Wada Point. 

For vessels proceeding to the port of Yokohama, at Nagaura ; 
and 

For vessels proceeding to the port of Moji or Ujina, at 
Shimonoseki. 

When it is necessary to enforce disinfection in the case of 
vessels bound for the port of Kuchinotsu in Nagasaki Prefecture, 
or for any other special port of export, they shall proceed to the 
nearest disinfecting station. 


| 
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XXI—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Maris For THE West AND SoutH West Coasts 
OF AFRICA. 


The following table shows the places for which Mails will be 
despatched bv the Mail Packets leaving Liverpool for the West 
and South-West Coasts of Africa during the latter part of the 
month of September 1895. 

Saturday, 2lst September.— Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Furcados, Benin, 
Sapelli, Warree, Brass, and Akassa, 

Wednesday, 25th September.—Madeira, Teneriffe, Goree, Dakar, 
Rufisque, Bathurst, Isles do Los, Conakry, Sierra ].eone, Sherbro, 
Monrovia, Grand Bassa, Kroo Coast, Half Jack, Lahou, Cape 
Lahou, Grand Lahou, Drewin, Grand Bassam, Assinie, Axim, 
Cape Cvast Castle, Salt Pond, Appam, Winnebah, Accra, Addah, 
Quitta, Lome, Jellah Coffee, New Calabar, Abonema, Bakana, 
and Degama, 

Saturday, 28th September—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, 
Sherbro, Cape Coast Castle, Accra, Lagos, Foreados, Bunny, Old 
Calabar, Opobo, Benin, Warree, New Calabar, Bakana, and 
Brass. 

In London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

Correspondence for Senegal (Goree, Dakar, Rufisque), the 
Congo (Banana, Boma), and Portuguese possessions on the West 
and South-West Coasts of Alrica is not sent vid Liverpool unless 
specially so superscribed. 

These vessels carry parcel mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, Accra, 
Addah, Quitia, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, Old 
Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The parcel wails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each vessel. 
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XXII—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


TraDE OF THE UNITED KiINGpom. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Onrtep Kinapom during the Month and Eight Months ended 
31st August 1895, compared with the corresponding periods of the 


year 1894. 


Monta ENDED 31st 
I. Imports From ForeiGN CountTRiEs AND BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


Month ended 
3ist August 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1805. 1894. 
2 2 2 
I. Animals, living (for food) 826,163 850,045 23,882 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - =| 12,514,364! 77,908,426 605,938 
(B,) Astides of food and drink, duti- 
able - - 2,306,484 1,801,602 504,882 - 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 448,734 545,815 97,084 
Metals - 1,579,276 | 7,589,209 20,067 
IV. Chemicals, tufts, end tanning 
sub 514,841 899,972 114,869 
V. Oils - 679,032 652,372 26,660 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 2,834,508 | 2,448,420 386,088 - 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 5,080,290 4y512,300 567,830 - 
VIII. Manufactured articles - - 6,538,825 5,756,518 782,307 _ 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 1,215,758 | , 7,432,003 83,755 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 73,180 11,779 1,351 _ 
| 
Total Value - | $4,611,305 | 87,638,527 2,972,784 


Il. Exports or BritisH AND Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


I. Animals, living - - - Ams 
If. Articles of food and drink - -| 1,086,049 1,084,828 1,221 _ 
III. Raw materials - 1,821,606 | 1,704,974 116,695 = 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
ured, Viz.:— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - ©] 9,451,488 8,228,873 1,222,615 ~ 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
p therefrom (except machinery) - ~- 2,417,504 2,278,711 | 138,793 - 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 4,277,382 7,038,076 10,694 
(D.) Apparel and articles cf personal use 976,044 884,149 91,895 - 
(E.) Granitenia and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 659,762 659,722 40 = 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured * | 2,595,064 | 2,280,435 314,629 _ 
(G.) Parcelpost - 122,084 86,210 35,874 | 
Total Value 20,481,495 18,581,240 | 1,900,255 
III. Exports or Forzign anp Propvuce. 
2 2 £ 
Total Value - 6,189,702 5,127,380 | 1,062,322 


88.01. 
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I.—Forrign OF THE UNITED Kingpom—cont. 
E1eHt MoNtTHS ENDED 3lst AUGUST. 


I. Imports From Foreign CouNTRIES AND Britis Possessions. 


Eight Months ended 
August 
1895. 1894. 
| £ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) =| 5,530,988 | 6,797,072 660,089 
i II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free = | 92,589,754 | 938,897,558 - 15807,804 
i (8). Articles of food and drink, duti- 
le - 15,297,171 | 74,446,479 850,752 
Tobacco, dutiable 2,128,055 | 2,220,675 97,560 
| III, Metals 12,297,327 | 18,949,089 = 651,762 
Iv. estutls, and “tanning 
4,730,191 4,674,678 55,518 
| VI. Raw materials for textile neietens 48,808,469 | 50,879,089 = 1,510,620 
, VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 27,762,458 | 27,879,682 = 57,284 
VIII. Manufactured articles | 49,229,826 | 45,697,548 3,402,278 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles *| 9,159,841 | 70,622,009 ~ 1,452,168 


(B.) Parcel post - 677,631 540,199 187,482 


Total Value | 273,890,885 | 274,480,409 1,039,524 


II. Exports or British AND Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURES. 


2 2 2 
I. Animals, living - 474,708 887,919 86,784 
II. Articles of food and drink -| 6,634,770 | 6,686,747 = 51,847 
III. Raw materials 12,169,307 | 78,843,478 
IV. Articles manufactured pee ae manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - * | 67,107,451 | 64,777,860 | 2,390,101 = 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 18,125,141 | 78,609,076 — 483,935 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - * | 9,751,098 | 9,485,668 $15,535 
(D.) Apparelandarticlesof personal use| 5,918,062 5,881,920 36,142 - 
(E.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 5,531,622 5,755,317 923,695 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured | 20,620,545 | 78,877,667 | 2,257,984 - 
(G.) Parcelpost - 816,798 674,950 141,848 


Total Value | 147,158,497 | 148,863,257 3,295,246 


Il]. Exports oF Forzign anp CoLoniAL Provuce. 


2 
Total Value © «| 41,211,007 | 89,077,058 | 2,180,964 


| 
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TABLES, 


Il—Corn Prices, 


.Return of the soLp and Averace Prices of 
Corn, ImreriaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 


Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. 


Wheat. | Barley. Oate. 
Quantities sold. 
Qrs. bus.; Qrs. bus.) Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 3rd August 1895 30,695 5 262 6 | 4,993 5 
10th 31,033 3 820 3 8,259 5& 
i 17th 29,806 3 585 0 3,919 2 
—— woo 28,910 1 251 6 3,559 6 
17,840 5 1,903 2 6,576 5 
August 1895 - % 137,786 1 8,323 1 22,308 7 
Corresponding month in 1894 54,291 0 982 4 8,859 6 
» ” 1893 130,240 2 4,054 0 14,306 7 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 3rd August 1895 24°92 18 2 15 9 
™ 10th - 24 3 20 0 16 5 
= 17th “ 24 6 19 3 16 1 
» 24th 24 5 20 8 F 
31st 23 10 23 5 14 «5 
August 1895 24 2 20 3 
July 1895 24 9 19 16 1 
June - 25 9 19 7 16 
May » - 22 5 oe | 
April 20 5 21 0 14.2 
March ,, 19 11 21 3 13 10: 
February > 20 O 21 9 13 
January - - 20 7 21 6 13 14 
December 1894 - 20 7 2 14 7 
November - 18 10 22 10 18 
October ” e ad 17 8 23 9 18 6 
September ,, - 20 7 23 14 15 9 
August 1894 - - 24 8 20 4 18 41 
» 1893 = . 26 2 23 2 19 11 
» 1898 29 7 237 
» 1894 9 96 2 
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1895. 


Rerurn of the Numsers, NATIONALITIES, and DesTINATIONS of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unrrep Kinapom for Piaces out of 
Evrorze during the Month ended 31st August 1895, and the 
Eight Months ended 31st August 1895, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


[Sept. l¢95. 


Total 
Cape for 
British All 
United Austral- | of Good corres 
Nationalities. North other Total. A 
Stat a d d 
| america,| |Hgpeand) Paces 
1894. 
Month ended 31st August. 
English - 9,495 2,343 857 1,853 716 15,264 12,934 
Scotch - + «| 8,297 178 84 262 80 | 3831 | 2,306 
Trish - - 5,795 195 52 36 ll 6,089 5,001 
| ane 993 | 2151 307 | 25,184 | 204s 
Foreigners - - | 10,519 588 18 644 230 11,999 8,767 
32 18 236 286 251 
Total - | 29,068 3,322 1,011 2,795 1273 | 37,469 | 29,059 
“Total for corre- 
sponding 22,197 8,243 959 1,527 1,438 29,059 
Month, 1894 - 
Eight Months ended 31st August. 
English - - -| 41,837 10,308 5,155 9,753 5,058 72,111 60,598 
Sootch - - ° 8,706 1,156 392 1,051 480 11,785 9,055 
Trish- + + °*{| 89,288 840 358 173 145 40,804 27,194 
Total of British} | | 12,306 | 5,905 | | 5,683 | 124,700 | 96,47 
Foreigners - - 45,401 3,605 133 3,141 1,198 53,478 42,453 
| 70 40 3 | 1610 ; 1738 | 4,884 
Total - - | 135,302 15,919 6,049 14,121 8,491 | 179,912 | 747,784 
Total for corre- 
ing 98,423 17,938 5,986 | 10,586 8,254 | 141,184 _ 
fonths, 1894 


Nots.—The above 


being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 


month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


— 
| 
| 
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IV.—ALien 1895. 


Return of the Numper of Atrens that arrived from the Continent at Portst 
in the Unirep Kinepom during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August 
1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Arren Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. c. 11. 


sect. 2.) 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | Gothenburg, 
Bremen, and Dieppe. Conte tal Total. 
remerhaven.| and Antwerp. Christiansand. Ports. 
1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 1895. | 7894. | 18$5. | 189 40 
Month ended 31st August. 
Aliens not stated to be en | ‘ 
route to America: * | 
Arrived at London =~ | 1,225/ 726) 380, 2206) 42) — - 261; 1,990 | 4,877 
Grimsby 52 75 il 16 | 7 4 3 4 9 96 | 106 
Hull 182 96 46 79 68 53 185 124 431 352 
Ports - 21 56 28 27, 240 167 _ 278 554 528 
» Leith 68 69 46 53 68 167 196 
Other ports-| 147] 78| 69| 143} we| 3! — | 708| 679 
Total - =| 1,695] 609, 664| 478| 573| | 1,070| 909 | $4,509 | $3,798 
| 
Aliens en route to America: | 
Arrived at Grimsby 185 316) 199, 672) S874) — 196 83 | 1,869 | 660 
Hull - -| 114 58 35 44| 1,185 | sor) — 832 | 2,213 | 7,485 
Leith - 3889] 102 7|- 15 26| 506) 434 
» Other ports- 34 8 — 849| 949 
Total - 788 588 487 804 | 1,810 882 - 1,949 | 7,788 | 5,034 | 2,96@ 
Total of aliens en pevates +~ 
of aliens not stated 2,483 | 7,809} 994] 973 2,474 | 7,360] 573| 587 | 3,019] 9,097 | 9,543 | 6,760 
en route to 
Eight Months ended 31st August. 
Aliens not stated to be en : 
to America :* 
Total - | 9,806 | 7,476 | 3,886 | 4.6388 | 4,007 | 4.795 | 4,974 | 4,778 | 5,209 | 6,723 |$26,882 |te7,770 
Aliens en route to ‘America: 
Total No. - | 4,125 | 5,070 | 2,657 | 4,007 |10,911 | 6,679, — 7 | 12,583 | 8,606 | 30,276} 24,808 
Total of aliens en route and 
of aliens not stated to be >! 13,481 | 72,546 | 6,043 | 8,545 | 14,918 | 70,874 | 4,974 | 4,779 | 17,792 | 14,729 |£57,158 
en route to America® - | 


od The distinction made in this Return between“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to ——— is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens mo 4 stated to be en route to America” come to this ay or settlement, yo ae | in fact a large 
emigration of Sorsienare JS Srom this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ts return to 
the — (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No, 213, Sess. 1895, we Monthly. Emigration 


t The rts from which Alien Lists are vescived are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folbestone, G 
Goole, aes Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liv 1, London, Mid 
brough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, So hampton, Sunderland, and est Hartlepool. Lee. 
a received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, N econ and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 

after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

"t e number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of August 1895 was 964, and 781 in the same month of 1894; in the eight months ended 
A of 1895 the number was 6,690, and in the same months of 1894 the number was 6,987. 

‘ote-—The above Return is in continuatiun of similar Returns for ‘previous ra but for convenience of reference 
of from which the immigrants come has been amended. The number of immigrants 
Newhaven, hitherto shown in foot-notes, is now shown in the Table, it being now possible to make a 

7 ask by month with the previous year, 
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i 
V.—BaNKRUPTCY,—ENGLAND AND WALEs, 
Nomser of Recerving Orpers in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
ht Months 
\ August 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted -| 362 375 | 2,985 | 3,329 
Number gazetted in principal and 
occupations :— 
Publicans and hotel - 25 30 223 237 
Farmers - - - - 32 135 210 185 
Grocers, &c. - - - - 15 24 191 205 
‘Builders - - - - 28 27 151 196 
Butchers - - 11 8 95 8&3 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 9 15 85 83 
Bakers - - 7 - - 4 8 69 99 
Tailors, &c. - - 3 73 68 74 
Drapers, haberdashers, ‘ee. - 6 6 59 75 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - 4 4 52 36 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. - 2 4 45 67 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 5 3 41 41 
Agents, and 7 40 40 
Auctioneers - 7 $s 38 44 
Clerks, commercial and general - 8 9 35 43 
i Solicitors - - 3 3 $1 22 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. - a 3 30 30 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers 
4 silversmiths, &c. - - 6 2 29 52 
i Traveliers, commercial, &c. - ~ 3 3 27 24 
H Provision merchants, &e. - - 1 2 26 27 
General dealers - - 2 — 26 23 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &e. 3 26 39 
I Tobacconists, &c. - ~ - 5 4 26 25 
} Engineers and founders, &c. - - 5 a 26 33 
Saddlers and harness makers 3 25 25 
it Merchants - - 2 2 25 24 
Ironmongers - - - 4 4 24 27 
Carpenters and joiners 4 3 23 29 
Carriers, carmen, ightermen, and 
hauliers - - 1 22 16 
{ Wine and spirit merchants, &e. - 2 qd 22 43 
} Printers and publishers - - 4 2 22 17 
i Confectioners - 2 2 20 24 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and 
chants and dealers - 1 q 19 34 
Chemists, druggists, chemical 
j manufacturers - 5 2 19 47 
Millers - - - 2 2 18 14 
Cabinet-makers and upbolsterers - 2 3 18 32 
; Furniture dealers and makers - ~ oo 3 17 24 
4 Stationers - ~ - 1 2 17 73 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, Ke. . - 2 2 17 23 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 3 4 16 10 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - 3 _ 16 72 
Wheelwrights - - - 1 15 9 
Lodging-house keepers = : 1 3 15 £3 


4 
G 
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Eight Months 
ended August 
1895. | 1894. | 1895. | 1894. 
Number gazetted in privcipal trades and | No. No. No. No. 
occupations—cont. 
Restaurant, coffee, and enting-howse 

keepers 2 2 15 17 
Clerks in holy orders - - 1 3 14 13 
Schoolmasters and echoolmistresses - 1 3 13 20 
Contractors - 3 1 13 12 
Fishing net, smack owners, ond masters os 3 12 18 
, &e. builders 7 12 12 

China, glass, and &e. 
dealers 2 12 5 
Hair-dressers - 1 12 45 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 2 4 12 d4 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - 3 q 12 18 
Officers in Army - 4 2 ll 19 

Directors and promoters of publi 
companies - _- 2 10 13 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - - 1 2 10 72 
Architects and surveyors 1 3 9 & 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 2 — 3 26 
Stone, marble, and monument masons - 7 
Brokers, stock and share - 43 
Cattle and pig dealers - - - _- 3 6 13 
Photographers - - - - 5 6 
Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - —_ == 5 6 
Booksellers and publishers - - 1 -- 4 8 


VIL—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM [IRELAND TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Return of the NumbBer of AnimAts exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 31st August 1895, and during 
the first Eight ‘Months of the Year 1895, compared with the cor- 

responding Periods of the Year 1894. 


Eight Months 
Ange ended August 
Animals, 

1895. 1894. | 1895. | 189 4. 

No. No. No. No. 
Cattle ° - - | 79,561 | 71,427 | 402,707 | 435,253 
Sheep - - - - - | 142,898 | 765,378 | 453,840 | 667,865 
Swine - - - - - | 16,541 | 27,346 | 333,891 | 338,350 
Goats - - 486 447 | 4,188 6,393 
Horses - -| 4,128 | 2,725 | 23,610 | 98,253 
Mules or Jennets - ~ . 1 3 8 15 
- 198 87 1,162 623 
Total - | 243,813 | 267,353 


— 
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VIL—FisHery AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatve of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the EneLisH and Weis Coasrs from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August 
1895, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1894. 


4 
Eight Months ended 
August ‘August 
I 1895, | 4894. 1895. | 1894. 
| 
| Quantity. 
| Cwts. Cuts. Cwits Cwts. 
Brill 1,582 4,475 || 12,583 11,968 
Soles - - 6,937 9 56,472 54,407 
Turbot - 6,322. 7962 | 50,482 55,173 
f, Prime fish not separately distinguished . 1,681 2,061 || 18,783 19,884 
Total prime fish 16,522 18,085 138,320 141,899 
Qh -| 28,309 26,693 || 316,982 | 987,850 
Haddock - 73 194,020 || 1,569,018 1,345,800 
Hake 22,468 27,743 | 81,865 81,301 
Halibut - - - 17,718 15,085 £7,846 80,502 
Herrings - 375 258,645 461,282 469,426 
‘Ling - - 8,060 8,159 83,492 
Mackerel - 9,319 6,204 | 293,747 836,862 
Piichards - 19,390 22,952 | 24, 80,299 
dist - t? 4 7 43,143 11,770 
Total - - 801,844 726,660 || 4,311,748 | 4,074,66¢ 
Shell fish :-— No. No. No. 
Cra * 414,065 284,544 4,115,272 8,926,158" 
Lobsters - - - 104,917 88,133 14,838 575,335 
Oysters e 3,112,000 2, 16,783,000 
Swts. 
Other shell fish = 48,088 36,797 | 345,360 816,291 
VALUE. 
£ 
Brill 3,747 4,083 32,657 31,231 
Soles 51,411 49,402 378,469 857,837 
Turbot - 22,375 195,063 200,473 
Prime fish not separately distinguished _—- 5,019 5,649 61,113 49074 
| Total prime fish e ‘ 82,539 81,509 667,302 638,609 
° 12,801 12,779 210,800 180,532 
j ling - 3,698 4,324 47,574 48,4384 
6,360 4 246,235 | 297,226 
Pilchare 4,882 3,888 6,062 5, 
Plaice - 67,321 69,414 523,628 554,783 
i 3,683 1,367 
separately distinguished, except} 65,450 54,048 463,717 427,095 
Total 413,209 401,248 3,806,444 8,246,679 
6,909 30.009 | 49,498 
Other shell fish 12,116 12,104 89,171 94,454 
Total - 32,204 27,877 189,317 218,708 
Total value of fish landed -| 445,413 | genres || 3,490,761 | 8,460,267 
Not xz—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 


: "given are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 


| 


Periods of the Year 1894, _ 


Soles (Lemon Soles) - 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 
Fish rat sly di tingui hea, except } 
ish not separate is shed, € 
Shell Fish :— 
Other shell fish - ° ° 
Soles (Lemon Soles) 


Eel 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 

Haddock 
Halibut - - 


Mackerel - 
Saith (Coal Fish) 
Skate 


Sparling - - 

Sprats - 

Torsk (Tusk) - 

Whiting - - 

Fish not separately distinguished, except 
shell fish - - 


0.0 8 


Total value of fish landed - 
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VIII.—FisHery 

Sratement of the Tora Quantity and Vatue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 31st August 1895, compared with the corresponding 


365 


Eight Months ended 
August | August 
1895, | 1894. | 1895. | 1894. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. | Cwts. Cwts. 
2,443 2,268 | 12,642 11,971 
443 445 2,445 2,27 
21,500 21,760 338,195 324,945 
666 472 10,884 10,088 
4,852 6,197 50,055 47,882 
53,460 43,710 625,406 415,054 
2,883 2,399 27,652 29,297 
1,422,232 1,374,408 3,691,620 8,875,009 
9,909 7791 156,675 161,286 
909 1,235 1,422 2,084 
8,026 11,430 72,669 92,914 
2,636 1,494 52,287 42,025 
12 2 63 57 
1,130 7,087 
417 723 10,114 8,146 
3,168 8,230 24,688 22,324 
2,895 2,926 29,507 39,949 
1,536,451 | 1,477,465 5,107,454 5,098,407 
No. No. No. No. 
114,536 127,003 2,039,118 2,035,231 
79,938 69,438 401,910 45454 
1,100 106 155,800 157,516 
Cwts. Cwts. wts. 3 
245 0,351 10,588 
5,816 8,792 103,277 89,699 
3,721 3,440 37,989 42,750 
VALUE. 
8,77 1 20,723 
1,477 1,676 7,447 Gee 
7,390 6,921 117,516 120, 
287 208 
4,655 5,249 48,070 41,314 
18,900 18,090 | 136 228,264 
2,990 2,562 | 29,788 28,217 
342,761 215,470 | 2,863 682,215 
1,930 1,750 39,843 48,295 
558 659 872 1,1 bh 
852 1,152 7,739 10,614 
426 345 11,256 9,906 
46 10 260 287 
= 85 392 
52 112 1,892 1,354 
1,898 1,883 10,840 18,236 
526 625 6,546 10,603 
388,199 260,423 1,390,120 1,228,644 
560 628 10,797 10,347 
2,491 2,542 17,685 19,874 
1,4 
362 506 6,402 
887 783 8,739 8,684 
4,320 45,835 46,077 
$92,519 264,917 1,435,955 1,274,724 


Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


| 
| | 
| -| 
Shell Fish :— 
Other shell fish - 


STATISTICAL TABLES, [Sept. 1895. 


IX.—FisHery 


SratemEnt of the Toran Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Eight 
Months ended 31st August 1895, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1894. 


1895. 1894. 1895. 189 he 
4 QUANTITY. 
Cwts. =. Cuts. 
- . e 290 8,3. 
Total prime fish 433 450 | 2,265 
Haddock - 3,307 2,810 19,110 17,160 
Herrings - - 15,013 7,073 50,356 52,541 
Li ° 983 24,9) 81,446 
Mackerel - -| 39,939 92,630 198,231 
Whiting 958 4,589 8,108 8,287 
P Fish not separately distinguished, eae 7,359 7,863 32,672 46,286 
Total 75,145 129,912 376,627 620,412 
hell Fish :— No. No. No 
Lobsters - - 44,905 61,089 
Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish - 1,125 876 11,284 6,640 
VALUE. 
£ 
Soles - - 7 1,034 5,640 7,065 
° 318 534 2,312 8,609 
Total prime fish 995 1,568 7,952 11,274 
e 643 595 14,054 14,752 
Haddock - - - 1,484 1,454 11,317 
Hake - ° 1 4,408 2,232 6,345 
Herrings 4,435 2,846 18,100 12,824 
Mackerel - - - - 11,674 10,912 79,093 101,196 
distinguished, 3,455 2,692 16,030 16,404 
Total 25,200 25 162, 
BhellFish 477 188,892 
Other shel) fish 227 168 1,929 
Total 1,630 1,949 8,352 8,878 
Total value of fishlanded - 26,830 27,333 170,829 197;070 
Notz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Retur Th 1 
are the actual values returned by local officers at each piace. 


| 
| 
a 
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X.—Corron Returns.—Aveust 1895. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Return of the NumBer of Bates of Corron Importep and ExpPorteD, 
ForwarkDED from Ports to INLAND Towns, and Returnep to 
Ports during the Month and Eight Months ended August 1895, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1894. 


Month of Eight Months ended 
August August 
1895. 1894. 1895. 1894. 
Imports. 

No. No. “No. No. 
American 23,019 32,028 2,154,460 | 7,691,180 
Brasilien 5,743 3,607 25,472 175,647 
Fast Indian - % 20,796 23,154 84,966 143,195 
ptian - 7,310 9,894 207,685 235,989 
cellaneous - e 5,649 2,275 41,069 46,060 
Total . ‘j 62,517 70,955 2,513,652 | 2,292,074 

Exports. 
American - ~ 19,912 18,741 165,376 153,494 
Brazilian - - 2,582 7,594 10,541 30,956 
East Indian - - 12,982 18,287 36,887 97,794 
Egyptian - - 8,896 3,703 56,861 42,289 
i eous = - 6,818 1,955 23,741 20,224 
Total - - 51,140 50,280 293,406 324,757 
Forwakpep from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American - - 200,315 174,882 1,847,189 | 7,677,092 
Brazilian - ~ 3,430 12,914 16,424 146,153 
East Indian - - 4,420 4,414 24,327 45,821 
Egyptian - - 7,182 13,776 *158,230 196,164 
t Miscellaneous - - 4,993 5,766 65,100 62,447 
Total - - 220,340 211,752 2,111,270 2,121,677 
“ 
ForwarveEp from INLAND Towns to Ports. 

American - + 439 176 3,035 1,683 

East Indian ~ -- 

Miscellaneous - - 117 18 590 371 
Total - - 556 194 3,635 2,054 
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XI.—PeriopicaL Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


StaTEMENT of 


the 


Imports and Exports 
under-mentioned CountriEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 

Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9;5,d. ; Milreis = 4s. Gd. ; Lira = 955d. ; 
Gulden =1s.8d.; Drachma = 9,5,d.; Lew = 9,5,d.; L. Egyptian 
= 11. Os. 64d.; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


into 


and from the 


I.—Inrorts. 

Value for the Month, Weed Month, 

Name of Country. Month. | 

1895. | 1894s | 1895. | 1894. 
Russia in Europe -| May ~-/| Roubles 53,206,000 | 56,826,000 167,734,000 | 178,886,000 
France -| July -| Frs.  - 297,006,000 | 285,499,000 2,355,645,000 
Portugal - - =| Feb. Milreis- 2,740,000 | 3,777,000 5,156,000 6,262,000 
Italy - July Lire 100,481,000 | 89,665,000 | €64,603,000 98,562,000 
Austria-Hungary -| July Gulden 63,468,000 | 57,567,000 || 427,820,000 478,479,000 
May Drchms. 8,792,000] 8,208,000 || 34,529,000 40,395,000 
-{ June - 8,547,000 | 8,080,000 || 43,266,000 48,475,000 
Bulgaria - - May -| Lew - 6,909,000 | 9,702,000 || 23,877,000 | 40,020,000 
Egypt -| June -| L. Egypt 573,000 719,000 | 3,694,000 49490,000 
United States June Dollars 61,655,000 | 57,784,000 || 391,588,000 | 835,948,000 
Mexico - - -| April -| , - 2,801,000 | 2,767,000 11,330,000 9:199;000 
British India* -| June Rupees 5,33,56,107 | 4,46,00,769 || 16,50,34,483 | 77,26,27,408 
II.—Exports. 

Bussiain Europe -| May ~- Roubles 80,542,000 | 57,605,000 260,764,000 251,007,000 
France -| July -| - 261,767,000 222,610,000 1,882,874,000 | 7,720,779,000 
Portugal - Feb. - | Milreis - 1,420,000| 7,662,000 | 3,223,000 8,372,000 
Italy - - «| duly -| Lire 77,375,000| 80,756,c00 |) 656,475,000 | 592,867,000 
Austria-Hungary -| July - | Gulden - 63,530,000 | 6,885,000 || 411,507,000 | 484,287,000 
May -/| Drchms. 5,201,000| 4,442,000 | 2,832,000 27,800,000 
-{ June - » 5,530,000 28,860,000 33,395,000 
Bulgaria - - -| May -/| Lew - 7,748,000 72709000 26,101,000 83,021,000 
Egypt - - -| June -/|L. Egypt 540,000 as 5,564,000 6,678,000 
United States - -j| June -/| Dollars - 54,968,000 57,504,000 | 386,866,000 | 404,429,000 
Mexico -| April - 8,704,000 | 6,765,000 | 34,967,000 28,498,000 
British India* - | June - | Rupees 8,11,23,469 | 8,25,43,906 | 27,83,52,681 | 29,95,48,480 

} 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 
exports, except in the case of 


Nots.—The ae! are those of the 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, 


“special” imports and 
and British India, where the fi 


s are “general,” 


igure’ 

“Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, 

exports of domestic oe and manufacture only. 
The aggregate 


are for the financial 


year commencing Ist April, 


| 

4 

\ 
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XIL—Foreien or 


Imports and Exports into and from Britisu INp1ia. 


Imports from Forei Exports to Foreign 
Countries.* 
—— Three Months ended Three Months ended 
30th June 30th June 
1895. 1894» 1895. 1894. 

R. R. R. R. 
1—Animals—living 40,838 69,538 3,39,312 2,69,902 
II.—Articles of food and drink -| 2,238,542 | 1,76,80,796 | 7,00,62,274 | 6,15,87,466 

IL—Metais and manufactures of — 

A.—Hardware and cutlery 

- (including plated-ware) 36,29,202 33,36,195 36,022 85,117 

B.—Metals - | 1,72,37,359 | 7,29,82,160 2,19,830 2,22,710 

C.—Machinery and mili-work 80,35,495 65,42,414 125 400 

D—Rail lant and : 

(other than 
Government stores) - 49,70,574 58,27,805 
1IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 

and narcotics, and dyeing 

and tanning materials | . 48,71,082 38,57,494 | 3,14,74,110 |  2,77,62,398 
V.—Oils 85,91,191 29,18,943 24.72,592 20,72,058 

VI.—Raw materials and uumanu- 
factured articles - =| 1,08,92,933 1,03,54,948 | 11,89,27,301 | 75,04,89,765 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and 

partly manufactured— 

A.—Yarnsandtextilefabrics| 6,55,15,415 | 9,97,84426 | 3,14,99,165 | 3,03,56,929 

B.—Apparel - -| 33,90,504 32,26,512 5,038,973 3,458,042 

©.—Other articles manu- 

factured 1,55,51,258 1,34,90805 1,70,68,407 1,46,95,234 
TotaL 16,50,34,433 | 77,6,27,403 | 26,76,03,091 | 98,78,40,e05 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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XXIIIL—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 

ANNUAL SERIES. 

Rerorts of the Annual Series, 1895, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 


Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Place. 4 No. Place. Place. 
Berne 1537 | Mozambique Ni ki . 
Copen 1538 | Callao Hakodate - 
Stettin 1539 | Aleppo - Frankfort « 
Rio Grande do Sul 150 | amoa 
Serajevo 1541 | Boston herbourg 
Buenos Ayres - 1542 | New Orleans — 
Florence ~ 1543 icago - New York . 
Lisbon 1544 | Palermo thens 
Paris « 1545 Baghdad 
Lima - 1546 | Cagliari - Vienna - -« 
Patras ° 1547 | Pernambuco Montevideo + 
Bordeaux 1548 ri Swatow 
Madrid 1549 runna Foochow 
Amsterdam - 1550 horn - Tamsui - -« 
Suakim - 1551 | New Orleans Chungking - 
Angora 1552 Ta - Chefoo 
Algiers 1554 | Berlin - Bangkok 
La lle 1555 | Tainan Caracas - 
Vera 1556 | Zanzibar - 
Puerto Cortez - 1557 | Dunkirk - Belgrade e 

- 1558 hanghai- 

timore 1559 | Pakhoi ton 
exico ° 1560 | Chinki Meshed « -« 

ila - - 1561 | New York - Erzeroum - 
Zomba 1562 oum « Z 
Val - 1563 | Naples - Port Said - 
Charleston 1564 The Hague - 
Serajevo 1565 | Copenhagen Calais - 
Saigon - 1566 | Porto Rico - Newchwang - 
Bangkok 1567 laga - 
ripoli 1568 | Galveston - essa lw 
Bata’ 1569 | Tabreez Gothenburg 
Dakar 1570 | Fiji - Mannheim 
Havana - 1571 | Athens - Old Calabar «- 
Riga . 1572 | Bilbao- « Pekin - ° 
Trebizond - 1573 | Barcelona 

1576 | San Francisco Hamburg 
Wuhu - 1577 - ra 
Rio de Janeiro - 1578 oy- Pesth 
Trieste - 1579 } Wénchow yrout 
Brest 1580 | Smyrna - Sushire - 
Stockholm - 1581 | Mice tettin - 
Warsaw 1582 | Soul - 1 Porto Rico 
Boston 1583 | Rio Grande do Sul Rotterdam 


| Price, 
No. | 
| 
| | 1d. 
1490 
1491 | 
1492 
1493 
1d. 
1495 
17 | 1d. 
1498 1d 
10 | | 14d. 
| | 1d. 
1501 
| | 1d. 
| | | 1d. 
1504 
106 | 1d. 
| | ltd. 
1507 | 
1508 | 
1509 | ae 
1510 | aha. 
1511 ia 
1813 1d. 
1513 
1514 
1515 F 
1516 
1517 
1d, 
15 i 
1520 | 
1521 | 
hd. 
| | 2d. 
1527 | | 2td. 
1526 
| | 3d. 
| | ied. 
| 14d. 
1d. 
2d. 
| 2td. 
534 ia 
1 
1535 
1536 
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List or Diptomatic AND ConsuLAR Reports—cont. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
350 | Servia.—Report on the Mines of Servia - 2d. 
351 | Denmark.—Further Report on the Free Port of ‘Copenhagen - 113d. 
352 7 .—-Report on the Volterra Alabastar Industry - 73d. 
853 y.—Report for the Years 1892-93 on the Yield of Cocoons 

— "* and on the condition of the Italian Silk Trade * 

May 1894 ld. 
354 | Austria-Hungary. —Report on the Mining Industry i in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina - ld. 
855 | Russia.—Report on the Peasantry and Peasant Holdings in 

Poland 23d. 
356 | Russia.—Report on the Agricultural Position of Rassia ~ 1d. 
357 | Siam.—Report on the Teak Trade in Siam - 4d. 


858 | Paraguay.—Report on the New Australia Colony in Paraguay 13d. 
359 | Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Abstract of the Reports for the 
Year 1894 of the and 


Inspectors - 4d. 
860 | United States—Report on the Agricultural Condition of the 
United States = 2d. 


361 | Germany.—Report on the Agricultural Position of | Germany 
362 | France.—Report on the Tramway a of Paris and the 


Department ofthe Seine - 2d. 
363 | France.—Report on the Use of the “ “Bouillie Bordelaise 6! in 

connection with Potato and Vine Diseases - d. 
364 | Italy.—Report on the Italian Cotton Industry ofa. 


365 | Bavaria and Wiirtemburg.—Report on the Co-operative 
Agricultural Credit Associations on Raiffeisen 


in Bavaria and Wiirtemburg ld. 
366 | France.—Report for the Year 1894 on- a the Fluvial Traffic of 

Rouen and the Waterways of the Seine Basin - 113d. 
867 | Brazil.—Report on a Tour in the German and Italian Colonies 

in the Valley of the River Cohy - 34d. 
368 | Greece—Keport on the Emery Districts of Naxos - 10d. 
369 | Argentine Republic.—Report on the Agricultural and Pastoral 

Condition and Prospects of the Argentine Republic -| 14d. 


870 | Colombia.—Report on the Agricultural Products of Tolima - ld. 
371 | Russia.—Report on Measures Adopted for _Tmptoring the 


Commercial Prosperity of Archangel id. 
372 | Russia.—Report on the Ansetintion of Working Men known 

as Artels 
873 | Africa (Central). —Report on the Botanical Aspects of 

British Central Africa lid. 
374 | Colombia —Report on the Commercial Inpportance of the 

Port of Barranquilla 2d, 


875 | Greece.—Report on the Deporits of Magnesite Ore and the 
Manufacture of Magnesite Fire-Bricks in Eubea = - 2d. 
376 | Denmark.—Special agen on the Agtetinnl Condition of 
Denmark - ld. 
377 | Denmark.—Report on the Port of Frederikehavn - 44d. 
378 | Italy.—Report on the of the Lipari 
Islands 4d. 
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XXIV.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year. | | No. Colony. Year. 
27 | Mauritius 85 | Hong Kon: - =| 1892 
29 | Hong Kong - - - 87 Islands - 
30 | Ceylon - 1889 88 | Gold Coast 
31 | Lagos - - 89 - - | 1892-93 
32 -| 1890 90 | Ceylon - - 1892 
33 | Ceylon - - - - 91 | Zululand ° 
34 | Newfoundland - - * 92 | Mauritius - - - ps 
35 CS - |1889-91 93 - - - - 
36 - - | 1890 94 | British Honduras 
37 Brush Guinea | 1890-91 95 - 
38 | St. Vincent -| 1891 96 | Sierra Leone ~- - - 

‘ an ri es . - 
40 | Seychelles and 1890 99 | S8t.Helena 
41 | Gambia - 1891 100 | British Bechuanaland | 1892-93 
42 | Barbados 101 | British Guiana 
43 | Turks Island - . ” 102 | Newfoundland - - -| 1892 
“4 3ahamas - - ” 103 Jamaica - - | 1892-93 
45 | Fiji - -| 1890 104 | Victoria - - -| 1892 
46 Seychelles - -| 1891 105 | Bermuda - - of 13 
47 Brit, 1 h Bechuanaland - 3800-68) Gambia 
an on, 0} - - - 
49 | Gibraltar. - 109 Ghireker - - 
50 | Falkland Islands | 1 
51 | Leeward Islands - Turks an and Onions Caicos Islands 
53 | St.Lucia - 114 | Malta 
54 Labuan - 115 | Zululand 
55 BritishGuiana - - ” 116 | British Honduras "4 
56 | Zululand - 117 | Trinidad and Tobago 
57 Mauritius - 118 Falkland Islands 
58 | Lagos » 119 | es 
59 Straits Settlements - 120 | Mauritius 
60 | Ceylon 121 | Straits Settlements 
61 | Natai - - | 1891-92] 122 | Labuan 
62 | Basutoland - - 123 Basutoland - | 1893-94 
63 | St. Helena . =| 1891 124 | St. Lucia ° = -| 1893 
64 ne - - 125 | St. Helena 
65 | Jamaica _ - - - | 1891-92] 126 | Ceylon 
66 | Trinidad and Tobago -| 1891 127 | Fiji - ° 
67 | Newfoundland - 128 | Grenada - 
68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] | 129 | Sierra Leone - “4 
69 | Victoria | 1891 130 | British Bechuanaland - | 1893-94 
70 | Rodrigues ” 1892-93 
71 | Bermuda - - | 1892 181 | British NewGuinea - and 
72 iji - - : - -| 1891 1893-94 
73 | British Honduras - 132 | Lagos - - | 
7 | Turks and Caicos Islands -| 1890 133 | British Guiana - - | 1893-94 
75 | Gibraltar =| 1892 134 | Jamaica - - 
76 | Leeward Islands 135 | Newfoundland - | 1893 
77 | Bahamas - - 136 | Gold Coast - 
78 | Trinidad ond Tobago 137 ululand -| 1894 
79 | Malta 138 Sermuda - 
82 | Grenada 141 | Tarke and Caicos Island 
84 | 8t. Vincent - 143 | | Gambia - he 
| MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 Gold Coast - + | Economic Agriculture, 

2 Zululand - - - - - | Forests. 

3 Sierra Leone - | Geology and Botany. 

4 Canada - | Advantages to Emigrants. 
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